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PREFACE. 


W ITATEVER  interest  these  brief  notices  of  a  single  family 
may  possess  will  be  derived  from  the  circumstance  that  they 
arc  an  attempt  to  illustrate  one  solid  fact  of  English  history. 
The  strength  and  glory  of  our  nation  has,  most  uncpies- 
tionably,  for  one  of  its  main  pillars  the  alacrity  with  which 
that  large  body  of  the  community  styled  the  gentry  take,  and 
alw.'iys  hav^e  taken,  pjirt  in  national  labours  and  public  duties. 
](emovH;d  as  they  ai"e  froni  want — that  great  spur  to  exer- 
tion,— members  of  these  families  nn'ght  languish  at  home 
in  idleness  and  devour  the  substance  of  their  kindred, 
until,  by  a  slow  but  inevitable  process,  the  whole  com- 
nmnity  itself  would  fall  into  decay.  In  England,  happily, 
this  is  not  so.  Hundreds  of  families  could  furnish  materials  for 
a  record  like  the  present  one,  which  would  show  tlrat  genera- 
tion after  generation  supplied  the  State  in  council  or  in  war, 
in  administration  or  in  legislation,  with  able  volunteers,  who, 
stimulated  by  an  honourable  ambition,  have  wrought  and 
fought,  lived  and  died,  in  one  way  or  the  other,  for  their 
country.  It  is  to  the  number  of  these  public  servants 
dwelling  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  each  vivifying  the  sphere 
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in  which  he  moves,  that  is  due,  in  great  part,  the  mainte- 
nance of  that  public  spirit  which  is  in  the  hour  of  need  kindled 
by  our  heroes  and  great  men  into  flame.  The  latent  heat 
of  this  public  spirit  is  derived  from  the  unfailing,  unobtru- 
sive services  of  families  like  that  whose  career  is  faintly- 
sketched  tlirough  ten  generations  in  the  present  volume. 
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SOME  NOTICES  OF  THE  STEPNEY  FAMILY. 


AccouDiNQ  to  (locumciitaiy  statoinout  and  coinmou  tradition, 
tlio  Stepneys  were  for  some  generations  tlio  possessors  of 
considerable  landed  property  in  tlio  parish  of  Stepney,  or,  as 
it  was  formerly  called,  Stepnetli.^  Their  lands  bordered 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  extended  to  the  higher 
grounds  contiguous. 

In  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII., 
war  being  then  imminent  with  the  French  king  Francis  I., 
the  lands  abutting  on  the  Thames  were  required  to  make 
docks  for  the  navy.  A  grant  was  therefore  made  in  this 
year,  1547,  by  the  King  to  llalpli  Stepneth,  in  exchange 
for  his  property  by  the  river,  of  the  manor  of  Aldenham,  in 
the  parish  of  that  name,  in  Hertfordshire,  lialpli  Stepneth 
died  the  year  after  taking  posses^^ion  of  his  estate,  and  was 
buried  in  Aldenham  churcli,  where  may  be  seen  the  mutilated 
remains  of  the  tomljs  of  the  Stcpnciy  family,  bearing  three 

^  The  word  was  orij;inally  written  Stebenbt'de,  Stebouliytlic,  or 
Stebunbetlie,  and  comprises  the  several  liamlets,  now  parishes,  of  Spi- 
ialfiehls,  Betliiial  (irecn,  Whifeehapcl,  Sliadwell,  Poplar,  and  Lime- 
house.  There  is  still  a  prevailitii^  delusion  among  I^nglLsli  sailors  that 
those  who  are  boru  at  sea  belong  to  Slepnci/  parish.  In  the  '  Spectator,' 
No.  518,  Stepney  is  called  "Stebon  Heath,"  as  it  is  to  this  day  in  formal 
parochial  documents. 
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owls  on  their  shield.^  For  little  more  than  forty  years  the 
Stepneths  retained  the  manor  of  Aldenliara, — Robert,  the 
cousin  and  successor  of  Ralph,  sitting  in  the  Parliament  of 
Philip  and  Mary,  held  at  AVestminster,  in  1555,  as  represen- 
tative of  St.  Alban^s.  This  same  Robert  ei^joyed  an  annuity 
of  £2,  paid  by  the  Queen  in  compensation  for  his  loss  (by 
the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries)  of  the  office  of  Steward 
of  the  IViory  of  Hertford.  He  died  in  1557,  and  left  direc- 
tions in  his  will  that  he  should  be  buried  in  St.  Andrew^s 
Abbey,  near  his  kinsfolk.  In  1589  (31  Elizabeth),  his  son, 
Paul  Stepneth,  parted  with  the  Aldenham  estate  to  Sir 
Edward  Cary,  father  of  Lord  Falkland. 

Alban  Ste})neth,  Robert's  younger  brother,  having  mar- 
ried ^largaret,  daughter  of  Thomas  Catharn,  of  Prendcrgast, 
Pembrokeshire,  high  sheriti'  of  the  county  in  1505,  settled 
in  Wales  about  1558,  and  founded  the  AV^elsh  family  of 
Stepney.  Alban  held  the  tlieu  hicrative  office  of  registrar 
to  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  aud  lived  for  fifty  years  in 
Pembrokeshire,  and  sat  in  three  successive  Parliaments  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  He  represented  Haverfordwest  in  her 
fifth  and  sixth  Parliaments  (1535-1580),  Cardigan  in  the 
seventh  (1589),  and  the  county  of  Pembroke  in  the  first 
I'arliamciit  of  King  James  I.  (lOOo).  11c  was  justice  of  the 
peace  full  forty  years,  and  de})uty  lieutenant  of  the  county. 
He  served  as  sheriff  for  Pembrokeshire  three  times  (1573, 
1590,  1005),  and  fur  Carmarthenshire  once  (1597). 

While  Elizabeth  yet  reigned,  in  1599,  he  and  other  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  examined  certain  sailors  of  Tenby,  who 
had  been  tidvcn  pris(mers  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  by  a  Spanish 
*^  flyboat,''  and  had  been  interrogated  by  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest  and  others  as  to  the  state  of  the  defences  at  Pem- 
i  Cluttcrbuck's  Hist,  of  Herts.,  vol.  i.  p.  157. 
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broke,  Tenby,  and  Haverfordwest.  The  letter  written  by 
the  magistrates  to  the  Queen^s  Council,  containing  these 
particulars,  and  expressing  a  belief  that  the  Spaniards  had 
a  design  of  descending  upon  England  on  tlie  coast  of  Soutli 
Wales,  is  still  preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office.  An  in- 
teresting document  is  extant,  dated  8th  Oct.  1G04,  by  which 
Alban  Stepney  is  appointed  collector  of  a  loan  of  money 
advanced  to  the  King — the  King  whom  he  had  proclaimed 
at  Haverfordwest  not  long  before. 

Tlie  liistory  of  Alljau  Stepnetli  is  recited  in  a  long  and 
somewliat  wearisome  meeter  epitaplie"  on  his  life  and 
death,  composed  by  a  "  neare  frende  in  one  day,  7  Feb. 
1011."    Tliere  the  world  is  told  that— 

"  The  Kyntlrcds  Blomefield,  Crcssoy,  Conisby,  aud  Wyndc, 
Wilson,  A^esey,  Worlich,  and  otiiers,  we  fynde 
Did  Stepneth's  worthy  familie  embrace  ; 
And  in  alliance  joyned  with  that  race, 
W"'  llervio  and  Camden  herolde  Kyn^es  of  arnies, 
Surnanid  Clarencieux,  by  their  pp.  tearnies 
Acknowlcd^a'd  to  be  ancient  and  renownde 
13y  ancient  recordes  by  each  of  llieui  fuwnde." 

Alban's  merits  are  duly  set  forth,  persunitied,  in  the  seven 
cardinal  virtues,  and  his  less  prosperous  cousin  Pawle  is 
re[)roache(l  w  ith  having    suldu  Alilnihaui  away.''' 

"  Hence  Fame  to  Hart ford^liire  Hie  backe  a  mayiie, 
And  saie  i,'ood  Albanc  heare  Lath  raisM  iiis  house  agayne ; 
Thus  Saint  Alban  Stepneth  (lor  Saint  I  liym  recordc) 
Most  worthy  lived  and  died  in  tlie  Lorde." 

By  Margaret  Catharn  he  had  no  children  ;  but  liis  second 
wife,  iMary,  daughter  of  William  Philipps,  of  Picton,  bore 
him  two  daughters  and  three  sons.  Of  the  latter  the  rhyme- 
ster thus  siutJ's  : — 
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"  John  the  eldest  his  father's  seate  doth  uow  succeede, 
Fild  with  his  father's  virtues,  worde  and  deede, 
Whoe  matchd  Jane  Mansell  of  a  noble  race. 
His  -ft  ortliie  house  a  Diadcme  to  grace  ; 
Whence  springs  younge  Alban  and  a  worthy  rowte, 
Of  comely  feature  and  a  corage  stoute, 
Francis,  John,  Thomas,  with  prettie  infant  Charles, 
Of  Stcpneth's  name  the  hopeful  seeded  Pearles 
Orient  already,  more  orient  may  they  be 
And  joy  to  frendes  (not  foes)  w^^''  them  shall  see." 

John  Stepney,  who  succeeded  to  his  father's  estate  in  1G14, 
in  which  year  he  served  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  created 
a  baronet  by  King  James  in  1G21,  but  died  four  years  after- 
wards, in  1G25.  In  1620  he  was  mayor  of  Haverfordwest. 
His  son  Alban,  "  of  comely  feature  and  a  corage  stoute," 
had  a  still  briefer  tenure  of  the  inheritance,  for  he  died  in 
1G28  of  smallpox,  in  Chancery  Lane,  London.  Philip,  Sir 
Jolni's  second  brother,  was  a  student  of  the  law — 

"  Wherein  to  all  good  studentes  he  proved  such  a  mirror, 
That  to  the  foes  of  Prengast  house  he  was  a  terror ; 
Thomas,  third  sonne  [of  Alban],  in  Fraunco  and  other  countreys 
travelde, 

lu  person,  feature,  vertues  to  be  marvel'd, 

The  fame  whereof  in  Pembrokeshire  doth  ryngc, 

Now  stands  in  Corte  in  presence  of  tlic  Kynge." 

In  the  year  1G21,  wlien  John,  the  head  of  the  family,  was 
made  a  baronet,  this  Sir  Tliomas,  his  third  brother,  who  was 
one  of  the  royal  household,  and  subsequently  cupbearer  to 
King  Charles  I.,  took  part  in  an  incident  which  is  thus  nar- 
rated by  a  contemporary  : — 

"Jan.  12,  IG2^. 

On  Wednesday  his  Majestic  rode  by  coach  to  Theobald's 
to  dinner,  not  intending,  as  the  speeche  is,  to  returne  till 
towards  Easter.    After  dinner,  ridyng  on  horseback  abroad. 
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his  horse  stumbled,  and  cast  his  Majestie  into  the  New 
Eiver,  where  the  ice  brake ;  he  fell  in  so  that  nothing  but 
his  boots  were  scene.  The  King  was  rescued.  There  came 
much  water  out  of  his  mouth  and  body.  His  Majestie  rid 
back  to  Theobald^s  ;  went  into  a  warme  bed,  and,  as  we  hear, 
is  well,  which  God  continue. 

The  part  played  by  Sir  Tliomas  Stepney  in  this  transac- 
tion is  indicated  by  a  petition  (now  in  the  State  Paper 
Ollice)  from  this  gentleman  to  King  Charles  I.  about  IGoU. 
The  petition  recites  that,  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  one  of  the 
gentk'men  of  the  Privy  Chamber,  had  served  the  King  and 
liis  father  twenty  years,  and  had  had  the  good  fortune  to 
save  the  late  King  from  the  danger  of  water  in  Tlieobald^s 
Park  when  his  horse  fell  upon  him,  for  which  service  and 
the  rest  of  his  time  and  means  spent,  which  came  to  about 
£5000,  the  late  King  promised  petitioner  on  his  marriage 
£3500.  Before  the  performance  of  that  promise  the  King 
died.  Prays  the  King  to  confirm  his  father^s  promise.^' 
This  Sir  Thomas  Stepney  married  the  daughter  and  co-heir 
of  Sir  Bernard  Whetstone,  of  Woodford,  in  Essex.  His 
second  son,  George  (who  died  1000),  was  a  groom  of  the 
chamber  to  Charles  the  Second  and  lather  of  (jieorge  Step- 
ney, tlie  poet  and  diplomatist,  of  wliom  hereafter.  J^e  it 
observed  that,  in  the  year  1021,  the  Vauglians,  of  Gohlen 
Grove,  with  wJiom  the  Stepneys  were  subsequently  united, 
became  ennobled  in  the  person  of  Lord  \'aiiglian,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Carl)(M'y. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  L,  John  Stepney,  brother  of 
young  Alban,  and  the  second  "  liopeful  stieded  pearle  of 
the  poet,  became  the  third  baronet.  He  was  made  sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Pembroke,  and  in  that  capacity  had  to 
discharge  the  unpleasant  duty  of  enforcing  the  collection 
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of  the  odious  tax  called  "  ship-money/'  On  tlic  23rd  August, 
lG37j  he  wrote  to  the  Council,  I  have  gathered  into  my 
hands  of  late,  tho'  with  some  difficulty  in  i-espect  of  men's 
poverty  and  not  otlicrwise,  near  all  the  arrear  of  the  ship- 
money  within  this  county,  which  arrear  I  am  ready  to  pay 
over.  I  pray  you  to  tolerate  with  the  non-payment  and  my 
appearance  at  this  present,  for  the  great  session  of  the  county 
is  held  the  11th  Sept.,  wlierein  I  am  constrained  to  attend. 
Far  be  it  from  my  intent  to  pass  over  the  same  to  my  suc- 
cessor, but  truly  to  make  payment  thereof  the  first  day  of 
Michaelmas  term  next,  where  you  have  appointed.  ^ly  desire 
is  that  I  may  have  that  time  for  sending  up  the  arrears." 
If  by  not  otheririse  Sir  John  meant  to  say  "  not  from  dis- 
affection,'' it  is  to  be  feared  that  his  own  ardent  loyalty 
blinded  him  to  the  extreme  unpopularity  of  the  tax.  Further 
pressure  was  put  u])un  him  by  the  Council,  as  we  find  him 
writing  deprecatiugly  to  Nicholas,  clerk  of  the  Council,  on 
the  8th  of  October,  lGo7  : — "He  is  to  pass  his  account  as 
sheriff  on  the  21st  instant,  so  that  he  cannot  bring  up  the 
residue  of  the  ship-money  until  near  the  end  of  the  month. 
If  any  messengers  are  sent  fur  sheriffs  who  have  not  paid, 
prays  that  his  name  be  struck  out  of  the  schedule,  and  the 
bearer,  his  kinsman,  will  give  Nicholas  full  satisfaction." 

^rii(M'e  is  sonic^  confusion  in  the  ]):irlianientai'y  records  of 
the  time,  and  it  is  iu)t  e\})lained  why  this  gentleman,  who, 
as  John  Stepney,  Esq.,  was  returned  for  Pembroke  Villa 
to  the  fourth  and  very  short-lived  Parliament  of  Charles  I. 
(loth  April  to  5th  l\Iay,  10  10),  was  not  invested  with  the  ba- 
ronetcy to  which  he  succeeded  in  1028.  He  was  duly  styled 
baronet  when  returned  as  elected  member  of  the  Long  Par- 
liament (November,  1G40)  by  the  freemen  of  Haverfordwest. 
In  the  volume  of  '  Notes  and  Queries '  for  1809  a  curious  pa- 
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rallel  is  drawn  between  two  lists  of  members  of  Parliament, 
with  a  view  to  show  the  hereditary  influence  of  the  English 
gentry.  A  column  of  about  fifty  names  of  members  of  the 
Long  Parliament,  including  Sir  John  Stepney,  is  placed 
side  by  side  with  the  names  of  representatives  of  the  same 
families  sitting  in  the  Parliament  of  18G9,  among  which  is 
tlint  of  Colonel  Cowcll  Stepney,  tlie  present  ^T.P.  for  Car- 
marthen.^ It  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  durability  of 
the  elements  composiug  Euglish  social  life  that  such  a  com- 
])arison  can  bo  made  with  an  interval  of  2'J()  years,  during 
wliich  at  least  two  considerable  political  revolutions  have 
taken  ])laco  in  tlie  country. 

In  tho  great  civil  conflict  between  King  and  Parliament 
in  the  seventeenth  century,  Sir  John  took  the  side  of  the 
King,  and  had  to  sufl'er  for  his  loyalty.  He  was  governor 
of  Haverfordwest  in  February,  lOlo,  when  the  Poundheads 
under  the  valiant  and  courageous  gentlemen,  Colonel  Puw- 
land  Laugharne,  John  Poyer,  j\fayor  of  Pembroke,  and 
other  well-afl'ected  commanders  and  gentlemen,  having 
taken  Milford,  marched  upon  Haverfordwest.  The  Poyal- 
ists,  under  the  Earl  of  Carbery,  Sir  Henry  Vaughan,  and 
Sir  John  Stepney,  being  taken  by  surprise,  retreated,  t(^ 
the  great  exultation  and  solemn  self-gratulation  of  their 
devout  op])onenls.  On  llu;  '22nd  Jnnuai-y,  l()l-">,  Sir  John 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  l*arliamentarians,  and  was  com- 
mitted with  other  Cavaliers  to  Sonthwark  Conipter  for  high- 
treason  and  for  levying  war  against  the  Parliament.  He 
was  detained  in  prison  more  than  a  year.  On  the  28th  May, 
l()j(),  he  was  summoned  before  a  committee  sitting  at  (iold- 
snjiths'  Hall,  and,  together  with  other  country  gentlemen, 
was  purged  of  his  delinquency "  by  compounding  and 
'  See  A])])eiKlix. 
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bail.  His  friend  and  comrade^  Sir  Henry  Vauglian,  writes 
in  July^  from  the  Fleets  wliere  lie  lay  in  low  condition 

and  poverty,  to  condole  with  his  wife  on  their  hard  fortune, 
— the  imprisonment  of  one  son,  Harry,  in  Denbigh  Castle, 
and  of  the  other  son,  Walter,  elsewhere,  and  the  severe 
exactions  of  Parliament  on  their  estate. 
"  Dear  Wife, 

"  I  am  informed  that  your  son  Harry  is  prisoner  in 
Denby  Castle.  This  is  a  trial  of  your  patience.  And  your 
son  Walter  is  a  prisoner,  committed  by  the  Committee  of 
Derby  Ilowse.  Your  husband  in  the  Fleet,  and  like  to  bo 
in  a  starvinge  condicion.  These  are  the  usages  of  these 
tymes.  I  pitty  theai  that  are  our  tormentors  more  than  they 
doe  any  of  us  whom  tliiy  have  thus  oppressed ;  and  I  hope 
God  will  never  sutler  me,  if  I  had  nny  part  of  such  power 
as  they  have  over  us,  to  be  soe  unmercifuU  as  they  have 
been  to  either  of  us.  I  write  not  this  to  mak  you  sad  or  to 
tak  any  grif,  but  to  comfoi't  you,  and  that  you  may  thank 
God  that  your  husband  and  children's  sufferinge  is  neither 
for  oppression,  or  any  such  pticular  charge  put  against  them 
other  then  being  loyall  and  good  subjects,  such  as  will  never 
doe  any  act  to  prejudice  any  other;  let  this  comfort  you, 
that  God  will  never  forsake  us.  'J'hese  are  but  trials.  Doe 
not  doubt,  thuugh  we  are  deprived  of  lands  and  worldly 
goods,  but  Gudcan  restcjre  the  increase  as  to  Job. 

"  I  shall  give  you  now  an  account  of  ]\['"  Ijoyes  resolution, 
that  if  you  do  not  speedily  send  to  give  him  satisfaction  fur 
your  friends  engagement,  he  intends  to  put  their  lands  in  suit. 
I  did  much  admire  they  would  alter  the  former  days  of  pay- 
ment, being  the  20^^'  of  Dvember.  I  did  conseve  that  Vic- 
car's  stypende  and  all  other  taxations  was  to  be  deducted 
out  of  the  £100.  I  am  since  my  last  letters  informed  you 
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have  been  allowed  for  use^  for  tlie  year  past.  That  bargain 
bcgines  for  the  next  year,  if  you  perform  the  payment  of 
the  £400.  This  must  be  suddenly  donne,  or  els  M""  Bowes 
will  not  seal  the  leas  and  stand  to  M^"  Masou\s  agrement. 
I  have  not  heard  one  word  from  you  this  six  weeks,  though 
1  have  writt  severall  letters  to  you.  I  have  expressed  therein 
my  lowe  condicion  and  poverty.  Doe  what  you  Cfin ;  at  the 
present  my  credit  stands  at  the  stak.  \\v  assured  by  (Jod's 
grace  you  sliall  not  be  put  to  the  lik  ti-onble  and  miserable 
pei'plexity  liereai'ter.  ^Die  next  1  shall  writ  1  hope  not  long 
aftei',  but  1  shall  have  the  comfort  of  stnnge  you.  In  the 
mean  tyme  be  of  good  corage,  I  tak  leave  and  rest 
"  Yo""  loving  Husband, 

IIenky  Vauguan. 

Dut.  this  2^'^  July,  1G48. 

Since  the  writting  of  this  letter  I  rec'^  yours  and  my  son 
Owens.  1  can  say  no  more  unto  you  than  formerly  I  have 
donne  touching  M'"  Boyes  (he  expects  sudenly  to  hear  from 
you) .  If  you  faill,  then  look  to  yo'  friends  ;  for  y""  sonn 
Walter  I  have  tould  you.  For  your  sonn  :  i\Io  :  0  :  bid  him 
have  patience,  and  I  hope  his  business  will  be  done  to  his 
better  liking  then  he  thinketli.  I  can  say  noe  mor  than  I 
have  said  but  that  I  am  yors. 
"  30"'  July,  1018.  ' 

The  fortune  of  Sir  John  Stepney  did  not  escape  the 
hands  of  the  spoilers.  In  the  catalogue  of  lords,  knights, 
and  gentlemen  that  compounded  for  their  estates  (1GG5)  is 
the  following  entry: — "Sir  John  Stepney,  of  Prendergast, 
with  £97  per  annum,  settled,  compounded  for  £270.'^  Dy- 
ing, he  left  an  only  daughter,  who  married  Mr.  Mansell,  of 

'  Interest. 
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Llanclly,  and  tlie  baronetcy  descended  to  his  nephew  John, 
the  son  of  Thomas  Stepney. 

This  third  Sir  John  and  fourth  baronet  was  in  the  Horso 
Guards  when  the  regiment  was  first  raised  by  Charles  II. 
He  married  Justina,  the  daughter  of  Vandyck,  the  painter, 
who  byliis  many  admirable  works  shed  a  lustre  on  the  reign 
of  Charles  1.  which  all  the  disasters  and  miseries  of  civil  war 
failed  to  efface.  The  great  artistes  wife,  Justina^s  mother, 
was  IMary,  the  daughter  of  Patrick  Rutliven,  fifth  son  of  the 
first  Earl  of  Cowrie. 

This  name  Ruthven  carries  the  mind  of  the  reader  back 
to  the  darkest  and  most  blood-stained  pages  of  Scottish 
history, — to  the  record  of  Rizzio\s  nmrder, — the  raid  of 
Euthven, — the  swift  trial  and  hasty  execution  in  Stirling  of 
A\^illiam  Rutliven,  Earl  of  Cowrie  and  Lord  Treasurer  of 
Scotland.  The  last-named  event  happened  in  1581,  when 
a  widowed  mother  of  five  sons  and  eight  daughters,  the 
last  child,  Patrick,  only  just  born,  retired  into  the  High- 
lands to  bewail  the  cruel  and  untimely  death  of  one  so 
much  beloved  as  her  good  Grey  Steel. Sixteen  years' 
brooding  over  the  deed  of  bl()()d  may  or  may  not  have  cul- 
minated in  the  mysterious  Cowrie  Conspiracy'^  of  IGOO. 
'Jlie  late  JNTr.  Bruce  inclined  to  the  belief  that  John,  the 
third  Earl  of  Cowrie,  and  his  brother  enticed  King  James 
to  their  castle  for  the  purpose  of  avenging  their  father's 
death.  Colonel  Stepney,  on  the  other  hand,  has  recorded 
his  opinion  that  the  Cowrie  family  were  the  victims  rather 
than  the  originators  of  the  conspiracy.  "  The  King,"  he 
says,  accompanied  by  his  followers,  of  his  own  free  will 
and  accord  went  to  Cowrie  House,  in  Perth.  His  Majesty's  ' 
"  unprepared  hoste  and  entertainer "  was  put  to  death  by 
the  hands  of  the  Kino-'s  followers  and  at  liis  insti^-ation.  A 
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niclee  ensued,  arising  either  from  false  alarms  or  premeditated 
intention  of  some  of  tlie  parties  engaged.  The  result  was 
the  ruin  and  all  but  complete  destruction  of  a  very  ancient 
and  historical  lamily.  The  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty, 
if  liny  such  were  among  the  Ivuthvens^  suffered  alike  and 
equally  fell  under  the  royal  ban.  These  are  the  facts  as 
far  as  they  have  reached  us,  although  great  care  was  taken 
ill  sup])i'cssing  any  version  of  the  story  beyond  the  King^s 
own,  in  s])ite  of  which  the  royal  version  even  at  the  time 
was  disb('li(!ved/'  The  destruction  of  the  family  was  indeed 
well  nigli  complete.  To  use  tlie  words  of  Sir  Charles  Young, 
late  (Jarter  King,  "The  Parliament  (of  Scotland)  decreed 
tlieir  name,  memory,  and  dignity  to  be  extinguished,  their 
arms  to  bo  cancelled,  their  whole  estate  real  and  personal  to 
be  forfeited  to  the  Crown,  the  name  of  ]^uthven  to  be  abo- 
lished, and  their  posterity  and  surviving  brethren  to  be 
incapable  of  succeeding  to  or  of  holding  any  offices,  honours, 
or  possessions. ^J^he  adventures  of  Patrick,  the  last  surviv- 
ing brother,  will  find  an  appropriate  place  in  this  nai'rative. 

On  the  explosion  of  their  brother^s  consj)iracy,  AVilliam 
was  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  Patrick  about  sixteen,  and 
both  at  that  time  were  ^^at  the  schools  in  Edinburgh 
under  a  private  tutor.  "When  the  tidings  reached  Edin- 
burgh of  the  terrible  calamity  which  had  befallen  their 
family,  these  boys  instantly  })roceeded  to  the  residence  of 
their  mother  at  Dirleton,  a  distance  of  about  ten  miles  from 
the  Scottish  metropolis.  This  was  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  after  the  ex])ldsion  of  the  conspiracy.  That  same  even- 
ing a  man  named  Kennedy,  a  friend  whom  they  had  left 
behind  at  Edinburgh,  contrived  to  let  them  know  that  mes- 
sengers for  their  arrest  wore  about  to  be  dispatched  by  the 
King. 
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The  young  men  fled  instantly.  Half  an  hour  afterwards, 
a  band  of  horsemen,  headed  by  the  Master  of  Orkney  and 
Sir  James  Sandilands,  arrived  at  Dirleton  to  effect  their  ap- 
prehension. The  Countess,  long  used  to  scenes  of  sorrow 
and  the  stratagems  of  pursuit  and  escape,  received  the  mes- 
sengers with  calmness.  She  carried  herself  "  soberly,^'  says 
old  Calderwood,  until  the  messengers  explained  that  it  was 
the  King's  intention  to  commit  her  suns  to  the  care  of  the 
Chancellur,  the  Earl  of  Montrose,  the  grandfather  of  the 
loyal  hero  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  This  nobleman  had 
been  one  of  the  juiy  who,  sixteen  years  before,  had  con- 
demned the  Countess's  husband.  Upon  the  mention  of  his 
name  she  could  restrain  herself  no  longer,  bursting  forth 
into  a  torrent  of  passionate  re})roach,  she  denounced  the 
Earl  of  Montrose  as  a  ^'  fawse  traitor  and  a  thief/'  and  pro- 
tested against  her  bairns  "  being  consigned  to  the  care  of 
one  who  had  had  a  share  in  the  murder  of  their  father.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  bairns "  were  hurrying  towards  the 
Border.     Their  tutor  from  Edinburgh  accompanied  them. 

They  travelled  on  foot,  and  in  disguise,  across  the  most 
unfrequented  districts.  They  left  Dirleton  on  the  evening 
of  ^Vednesday,  the  btli  of  August ;  they  threaded  their  way 
along  the  byepatlis  of  a  country  which  must  have  been  all 
on  fire  with  the  tidings  of  what  had  happened  at  Perth,  and 
on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  lUtli,  they  stole  secretly  into 
Berwick,  and  presented  themselves  to  Sir  John  Carey,  the 
English  Governor.  They  entreated  simply  that  their  lives 
might  be  safe  till  the  truth  of  their  cause  was  known.  The 
Governor,  son  of  Lord  llunsdowu,  was  overwhelmed  with 
commiseration  for  the  "  poor  gentlemen/'  and  especially 
for  the  old  distressed  good  Countess,  whose  case,^'  he 
says,    is  pitiable  and  lamentable."    lie  gave  the  young  men 


iSome  Notices  of  the  Stepney  Faitiihj.  17 

sliclter  until  he  could  hear  from  tlie  Queen,  who  permitted 
them  to  remain  in  Engkmd.  For  more  than  three  weeks 
tliey  hiy  concealed  in  15erwick_,  never  stirring  out  of  their 
chamber.  Through  the  agency  of  their  faithful  tutor  they 
manjiged  to  comnumicate  with  their  mother,  in  the  vain 
hope  of  (obtaining  some  assistance  in  money  from  her.  The 
country  was  so  thickly  set  with  spies,  and  she  herself  so 
closely  siu'roinidt'd  by  jiersons  whose  business  it  was  to  find 
cause  of  accusation  against  her,  that  she  dared  not  send 
them  help  of  any  kiiul.  This  was  alleged  publicly,  but, 
probal)ly,  the  assistance  which  they  ultimately  obtained  from 
Sir  tlohn  Carey  came  in  some  seeret  way  from  the  Countess. 
Kroin  lierwick  they  travelled  south  on  the  Ith  of  September, 
and,  with  Mli/.abeth\s  consent,  are  said  to  have  resided  with 
their  tntor  ibr  two  yciars  at  Cambridge. 

In  Septendjcr,  1002,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they 
secretly  visited  their  native  country.  But  ])ennilcss,  house- 
less, and  objects  oi'  the  continued  hatred  of  King  James,  they 
returned  to  England,  and  were  in  I'higland  when  the  death 
of  hlli/.abeth  placed  their  royal  persecutor  on  the  English 
throne.  No  greater  calamity  could  ])ossibly  have  hap- 
pened to  these  unfortunate  young  men.  The  circumstan- 
ces of  King  James's  entry  into  England  are  well  known. 
Jf  his  summary  execution  of  a  cutpurse  at  Newark  was  a 
j)()or  indication  of  his  accjuaintance  with  the  laws  of  his  new 
country,  certainly  the  lirst  of  his  proclamations  that  can  be 
traced  directly  to  his  own  authority  by  no  means  furnished 
a  favourable  indication  of  his  personal  character,  '^f  he  pro- 
clamation in  question  was  issued  from  Jiurghley,  where  the 
King  remained  several  days  on  his  road  to  London  It  was 
dated  the  27th  of  April,  1G08.  It  contained,  not  an  act  of 
grace  for  the  new  subjects  who  flocked  in  crowds  to  welcome 
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him,  but  an  evidence  that  the  King  brought  Avith  him  into 
his  new  dominions  all  the  prejudices  and  the  hatred  which 
had  been  engendered  by  his  long  misgovernnient  of  his 
ancient  kingdom.  The  proclamation  recites  that  the  King 
was  informed  that  William  and  Patrick  Ruthen,  as  they 
were  then  termed,  perhaps  because  the  name  of  lluthven 
had  been  abolished  in  Scotland  by  Act  of  Parliament,  had 
crept  into  this  kingdom  with  malicious  hearts  against  the 
King,  disguising  themselves  in  secret  places^  uttering  can- 
kered speeches,  and  practising  and  contriving  dangerous 
plots  and  desperate  attempts  against  the  royal  person, 
whereupon  Ilis  ^fajesty  commanded  all  sheriffs  and  justices 
to  arrest  the  alleged  conspirators  and  bring  them  before  the 
Privy  Council.  He  also  warned  all  persons  against  harbour- 
ing or  concealing  them.  This  proclamation  is  printed  at 
p.  9  of  the  Book  of  Proclamations,  fob  1G09. 

William  Ruthven  made  his  escape.  The  whole  family 
were  distinguished  for  literary  and  scientific  taste,  to  a  de- 
gree so  luuisual  in  that  age,  that  many  of  them  were  de- 
famed as  sorcerers.  AVilliam  Puthven  is  stated  to  have 
been  a  chemist  and  a  pliiloso])her,  and  it  is  thought  that  ho 
was  that  brother  of  the  Karl  of  (iowrie  who  is  mentioned  by 
Pisho])  Ihirnet  as  having  lived  beyond  sea,  and  respecting 
whom  Burnet  says,  "  it  was  given  out  that  he  had  the  phi- 
losopher's stone.''    (Hist.  Own  Times,  i.  82,  cd.  Oxon,  1S23.) 

Patrick  Puthven  was  arrested  under  the  King's  procla- 
mation, and  was  conveyed  to  the  Tower.  He  was  confined 
there  on  the  2 ith  June,  IGOo,  an  apartment  Avas  furnished 
for  his  use,  and  the  following  items  constituted  probably  the 
best  kind  of  furniture  in  a  prisoner'.^  chamber, — 'SV  bed- 
stead, a  bed,  a  bolster,  a  rug,  blankets,  sheets,  and  a  cano- 
pye,"  fjr  all  which  the  sum  paid  was  £5.  IG.s.  8(7.  For 
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liutlivcn's  diet  and  other  charges  the  lieutenant  was  allowed 
1^  per  week.  There  were  extra  payments  of  20s.  per 
amuim  for  his  washing;  fur  his  clothing  about  £10  per 
an  mini,  and  for  a  reader,  whose  name  was  John  Floyd  or 
liloyd,  tliere  was  a  payment  of  £10  per  annum.  These,  it 
will  be  remembered,  were  the  allowances  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  mend)er  of  one  of  the  noblest  families  in  Scotland, 
u  ])ersoii  near  in  kimlrcMl  to  tla^  King  himself,^  and  heir 
prt'swmptive  (jf  a. very  lai'go  estate,  the  whole  of  which  was 
in  Inmds  of  the  (/nnvii.     In  his  conlinement  in  the 

TowtT,  I 'at  rick  Knthven  hmgnishcd  without  trial^  or  even 
accusation,  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  the  best  years  of 
his  an<l  every  inan\s  life,  extending  from  about  the  nine- 
teenth to  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

Only  a  few  distant  glimpses  of  the  existence  of  this  un- 
fortunate man  during  that  long  incarceration,  have  been 
found.  One  of  the  most  interesting  is  a  letter  of  a  some- 
what extraordinary  character,  addressed  by  J*atrick  Ruthven 
to  Henry  Percy,  the  ninth  l^^arl  of  Northumberland,  for 
nniny  years  his  fellow  prisoner;  copies  of  this  spirited  and 
elegant  composition  were  formerly  extremely  common. 
Amongst  our  ancestors  it  seems  to  have  been  regarded  as  a 
tine  example  of  a  bold  and  manly  letter,  and  it  may  truly  be 
considered  as  no  less  indicative  of  the  spirit  than  of  the 
litei'ary  talent  of  the  writer.  This  letter,  which  has  been 
printed  in  the  Cabala  (ed.  1051,  Supp.  p.  100),  was  ob- 

'  The  Earl  of  Gowric  is  supposed  to  Lave  heeii  a  liiieal  descentlant 
of  Lord  Methuen,  son  of  Margaret  Tudor,  (^uccn  of  Scotland,  by  lier 
third  husband,  Francis  Steward.  In  the  fact  that  young  Gowrie  was 
next  for  the  throne.  Bishop  Burnet  seemn  to  have  discovci'cd  a  motive 
for  the  Gowrie  Conspiracy.  If  that  mysterious  sciifllc  were  a  duel, 
with  the  crown  for  a  prize,  we  should  still  remain  in  uncertainty  as  to 
\\hich  side  ])rovoked  the  conllict. 
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viously  addressed  by  a  prisoner  to  a  person  at  large.  There 
are  extant  other  letters  of  Patrick  Rutliven,  who  corre- 
sponded with  Sir  Kenelni  Dig'by,  Sir  Jolm  Napier  of  ^Fer- 
cliiston,  and  other  learned  men  of  the  age  on  alchemy  and 
kindred  topics.^ 

In  1022  he  was  released  from  prison  nnder  surveillance, 
and  allowed  a  pension  of  £500  a  year,  lie  being  then  really 
if  not  legally  heir  to  the  vast  estates  of  the  Earl  of  Gowrie. 
It  would  seem  from  a  document  discovered  in  the  State 
Paper  Office  and  dated  Oct.  102 7,  that  the  great  Gustavus 
Adolphus  interceded  twice  with  King  Charles  I.  for  Putli- 
ven^s  restoration  to  the  splendour  of  his  ancient  house. 
Perhaps  the  recpiest  was  too  large,  but  Charles,  it  is  said, 
did,  in  1011,  restore  him  to  his  rank;  and  there  is  still  in  the 
British  j\Iiiseum  an  old  Scotch  pedigree  in  which  a  baron's 
coronet  is  placed  over  the  name  of  Patrick  Rutliven,  and  tho 
word  "  restored  "  written  beneath.  The  same  averment  is 
made  in  a  petition  for  pecuniary  aid  addressed  to  Oliver 
Cromwell  by  Patrick\s  two  sons  in  1050,  where  it  is  stated 
also  that  petitioner's  father,  Patrick  Lord  Puthven,  died  iu 
prison,  not  having  been  able  to  pay  his  debts  because  his 
pension  had  not  been  paid  to  him  owing  ^*  to  the  distractions 
of  these  times.'' 

Before  tho  troubles  began,  Patrick  Puthven,  in  1010, 
transferred  £120  of  his  pension  to  his  beautiful  daughter 
]\Iary,  who  had  been  in  the  service  of  Queen  Henrietta 
Maria,  and  was  this  year  married  to  Sir  Anthony  Vandyck. 
This  illustrious  artist's  career  was  cut  short  about  a  year 
after  his  marriage,  and  on  the  day  that  his  daughter  Justina, 
beiug  nine  days  old,  was  baptized,  her  father  died.  Patrick 

*  See  '  Papers  rolatin;^  to  Williimi,  First  Earl  of  Gowrie,  and  Patrick 
Ibitlivci).  his  iifth  and  last  surviving  f-oii,'  ])y  J.  Bruce,  1807. 
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llutliven^  survived  till  1G52,  suffering,  as  lias  been  already 
indicated,  from  real  poverty,  against  wliicli,  nevertheless,  he 
strove  manfully  to  make  head  by  the  application  of  his  great 
8(Meni  ific  knowledge,  especially  in  chemistry,  to  the  practice 
of  medicine  Jind  healing  of  disease,  as  well  as  to  the  wild 
dreams  of  alcheiny. 

Alter  the  Restoration,  Justina,  Lady  Stepney,  applied  to 
,I\ing  (yliiirles  11.  for  11500  left  owing  by  the  late  king  for 
works  of  art  exe(;iited  by  Sir  Anthony  Vandyck,  her  father. 
A  j)i'i)sioii  of  1200  a  year  was  promised  in  lieu  of  total  cash 
payment.  The  ])(>i-lormMnce  of  this  j)r()mise  was  inadequate 
and  irregular;  Lady  Ste])ney  had  to  petition  again  and 
again  for  (ho  annual  payment  and  for  arrears;  and  it  is  not 
till  1070,  eight  years  (d'ter  the  first  grant,  that  we  find  the 
])ayinents  of  the  pension  regularly  entered  in  the  Order 
liook  of  the  Exchequer.  Justina  bore  to  Sir  John  Stepney 
ji  son,  'riiomas,  and  three  daughters.  The  latter  becamo 
nuns  at  a  convent  in  Brussels,  rose  to  bo  abbesses,  and  ono 
of  them  lived  long  enough  to  receive  a  visit  from  their 
brother's  grandson,  Thomas,  the  seventh  baronet,  who  died 
in  1  772.  A  glimpse  of  these  ladies  just  before  the  departure 
of  the  eldest-born  from  this  world,  is  obtained  in  the  follow- 
ing letter,  dated  llooglistraet,  4th  Jan.  174^,  and  addressed 
to  their  brother.  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  who  had  been  very 
kind  to  them  : — 

Most  iroNouu'D  Sir, 

"  After  many  hearty  wishes  for  a  happy  Christmas  and 
a  happy  new  year,  these  are  to  let  you  know  that  3^our  sister 
i\lary  has  been  taken  ill  with  what  is  call'd  a  miserere,  and 

'  Tho  name  of  Patrick  llutlivcii  is  revived  in  the  person  of  the  son 
,nnil  heir  of  the  present  Lord  liutbven,  Colonel  Cowell  Stepney  being 
Ills  sponsor. 
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that  now  slie  is  at  that  extremity,  that  there  is  no  hopes  of 
her  life.  Slie  is  entirely  resigned  to  y*^  Allmig'hty's  will,  and 
willing  to  render  up  her  soule  to  her  Creator  and  Redeemer, 
and  seems  to  regret  nothing  but  leaving  you  behind  her  in 
darkness  and  heresy,  which  you  can't  but  be  too  conscious 
of  yourself.  She  is  perfectly  well  as  yett  in  her  senses,  and 
likely  to  be  so  to  her  last  breath  ;  and  was  it  not  that  your 
sister  Priscilla  is  so  much  grievM  at  y*^  likelihood  she  has  of 
losing  her  sister,  she  certainly  would  have  acquainted  you  of 
it.  As  to  y*^  rest,  she  is  as  yett  in  perfect  good  health ;  and 
though  perhaps  it  will  be  no  less  grief  to  you  to  hear  of  your 
sister  ^^lary's  death  than  it  is  to  your  sister  Priscilla  to  see 
it,  yett  you  may  be  secnre  that  I  shall  not  be  wanting  to  let 
you  know  by  y^  next  post  how  it  goes  with  her,  or  how  y® 
Allmighty  has  disposed  of  her ;  remaining  at  y^'  same  time, 
with  all  sincerity  and  veneration,  most  honour'd  Sir,  your 
most  humble  and  obedient  servant  at  connnand, 

"  Will.  O'Neill." 

Before  noticing  the  career  of  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  the 
(iflh  baronet,  it  is  necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  public 
services  of  two  cousins  of  Sir  John  Stepney,  the  fourth 
baronet, — Charles  and  George  Stepne3^  The  former,  a  son 
of  the  prettie  infant  Charles ''  celebrated  in  the  meeter 
epitaph,"  died  of  his  wounds  at  Coi'k  in  1G90,  a  participator 
in  Marlborough's  brilliant  campaign  of  thirty-seven  days,  in 
which  Cork  and  Kinsale  were  taken,  and  the  adherents  of 
King  James  driven  back  and  shut  up  in  Ulster,  with  very 
scanty  means  of  subsistence.  \. 

George  Stepney  came  more  prominently  before  the  world, 
first  as  a  scholar  and  poet,  and  subsequently  as  a  politician 
and  diplomatist.    He  was,  as  has  been  already  stated,  the 
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son  of  George,  (jirooiii  of  tlio  Chamber  to  King  Charles  II., 
and  the  grandson  of  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  Cupbearer  to 
King  Cliarles  I.  Of  his  poetry  Dr.  Jolmson  speaks  with  as 
gentle  a  disparagement  as  he  eould  speak  of  the  productions 
of  a  Wliig.  Born  in  Westminster  in  1603,  and  educated  at 
Westminster  School,  George  Stepney  became  the  bosom 
friend  of  Cliarles  ATontague,  afterwards  Earl  of  Halifax. 
'IMio  two  young  men  went  to  l^rinity  College,  Cambridge, 
togctliei*.  Holh  wrote  and  published  verses  on  the  death  of 
CliarK's  11.  that  attracted  the  attentions  of  the  Earl  of  Dor- 
set, and  both  weiH)  iuviti'd  by  that  nobleman  to  Lond(jn. 
]\l(>ntague  accepted  the  invitation,  and  rapidly  pushed  his 
way  to  greatness.  Stepney  declined  the  honour,  out  of  love, 
it  is  said,  for  a  (juiet  life.  ]Lis  reluctance  to  enter  the  busy 
world,  how(;ver,  was  ultimately  overcome,  for,  in  1G92,  ho 
accepted  a  diplomatic  mission  to  the  Elector  of  Branden- 
bui'g;  .and  from  that  year  to  the  end  of  his  lite  he  continued 
to  occupy  the  post  of  l^ritish  envoy  at  one  or  other  of  tho 
courts  of  Germany.  In  1097  he  was  made  one  of  the  Lords 
of  Ti-ndc,  but  continued  his  di})lom:itic  career.  His  negotia- 
tions brought  him  into  intimate  relations  with  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  who  held  him  in  the  highest  esteem.  AVhen 
Count  Wratislau,  minister  of  the  Em])eror  of  Austria,  re- 
(piired  Stepney's  recall  fi-om  Vienna,  because  he  had  shown 
some  S3anpathy  with  the  Hungarian  insurgents,  ]\Iarlborough 
shielded  his  friend,  and  pacified  the  minister.  Stepney  once 
stood  proxy  for  the  Duke,  and  was  installed  in  his  name 
into  the  principality  of  i\l indellieim,  bestowed  by  tlie  Eni])e- 
ror  on  Miirlborougli.  A  letter  from  theyoct  to  the  warrior, 
])rinted  in  Coxe's  '  Life  of  Marlborough/  is  selected  from  a 
large  collection  of  his  papers  now  in  the  British  Museum. 
It  is  to  bo  regretted  that  the  voluminous  correspondence 
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of  Mr.  Stepney,  extending'  over  a  period  of  fifteen  critical 
years,  from  1  G92  to  1707,  lias  never  been  brouglit  together 
and  tliorougldy  examined.  The  letters  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum refer  almost  entirely  to  the  last  five  years  of  his  life. 
His  numerous  correspondents  are  men  of  mark, — Marlbo- 
rough, Shrewsbury,  Shaftesbury,  Halifax,  Harley,  Addison, 
Sir  Paul  Rycaut,  and  others.  In  the  Public  Record  Olhco 
is  another  extensive  collection  of  Stepney  Papers,  going- 
back  to  his  first  missions,  and  including  correspondence, 
facetious  and  serious,  with  ]\Iatthew  Prior  and  others. 
Again,  among  the  ^lacclesfield  Papers  has  recently  been 
found  by  the  Historical  ^ISS.  Commission  "  the  corre- 
spondence of  George  Stepney  during  the  period  he  was 
employed  as  the  King's  Commissary  and  Deputy  in  Saxony, 
and  his  negotiation  at  Diisseldorf,  Frankfort,  and  the  Hague, 
which  is  highly  interesting.  Not  less  so  are  his  letters  in 
connection  with  the  Elector  Palatine  and  the  Elector  of 
^Ireves,  wliile  his  letters  from  Vienna  are  a  great  addition  to 
the  political  history  of  that  period.'' 

The  fertility  of  his  pen  was  prodigious.  Letters  of  his 
are  to  be  found  preserved  at  Hanover,  among  the  ])apers 
of  Leibnitz,  the  most  illustrious  and  most  friendly  of  his 
correspondents.  Several  of  these  ai-e  })rinted  in  ]\lr.  Kem- 
ble's  volume  of  '  State  Papers  and  Correspondence.'  The 
writers  are  lavish  in  umtual  compliments.  "  You  take  part," 
says  the  philosopher,  who  exhibits  himself  in  the  unwonted 
aspect  of  courtier,  politician,  and  man  of  the  world,  "  it  is 
true  that  you  take  a  part  in  everything,  and  that  in  the  realm 
of  learning  you  are  one  of  the  most  considerable  citizens." 

It  is  anuising  to  sec  the  gravity  of  diplomatic  correspon- 
dence relieved  by  the  eftbrts  of  these  distinguished  persons 
iit  verse-making.    Stepney  invites  Leibnitz^s  criticism  on  a 
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quatrain  lie  Lad  cora posed  in  liis  travelling  carriage  on 
Queen  Mary's  djdng  with  so  much  resolution,  and  the  King 
showing  so  much  tenderness  : — 

"  Dum  Regina  subit  constant!  pectore  mortem, 
Opprimit  immodicus  to,  Guhclmc,  dolor  ; 
Nunc  auimos  par  egrcgium  mutasse  vidcntur 
Conjugis  hie  tenera;  cor  habet  ilia  viri," 

Which  means  in  English;  he  adds  : — 

"  So  greatly  Mary  died  and  William  grieves, 
You'd  tliiidf  the  hero  gone,  the  woman  lives.'' 

]jcMl)iiitz  returned  the  compliment  by  composing  an  epi- 
gram upon  King  James  not  going  into  mourning  for  his 
daughter : — 

*'  Anglia  reginam  deflet,  pater  abstinct  unus  : 
Non  potuit  gentcm  deseruisse  raagis." 

"  ITe  means/'  explains  Mr.  Stepney,  "  sense  of  the  na- 
tion." A  friend  has  obligingly  furnished  the  following 
rendering  of  the  lines  : — 

"  For  her  dead  Queen  all  England  is  in  tears, 
Her  aire  alone  no  sign  of  mourning  wears  ; 
James,  thou  hast  made  thy  final  abdication, 
Thou  canst  not  further  froiu  thee  put  the  nation. 

The  English  envoy  seems  to  have  stood  very  high  in  tlio 
regards  of  Queen  Sophia  Charlotte  of  Prussia,  and  of  the 
Electress  Sophia, heir  to  the  English  crown.  He  corresponded 
with  them  both  on  occasion.  The  Electress  he  charac- 
terizes in  a  letter  to  Leibnitz  as  our  adorable  princess." 
A  letter  from  her  Electoral  Highness  to  Stepney,  showing 
the  footing  they  were  upon,  is  printed  in  the  second  volume 
of  the  '  Hardwicke  Papers,'  page  412. 

It  will  appear  all  the  more  singular  that  these  Stepney 
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Papers  have  so  little  eiiga«^e<l  the  attention  of  historians, 
wlien  it  is  ronienibored  tliat  tlie  principal  writer  of  them 
was  in  the  very  heart  of  hairopean  politics  in  the  days  of 
Louis  XIV.,  the  banished  James  Stuart,  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden,  Peter  the  Great  of  Ihissia,  William  of  Orange,  and 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  that  with  the  two  last  named 
he  was  on  terms  of  friendliness  approaching  to  intimacy. 

His  epistolary  style  is  terse  and  pithy  enough  to  have  won 
from  the  despotic  critic  Johnson  a  more  favourable  opinion 
than  that  pronounced  on  its  author's  verses.  Stepney's 
mortal  illness  occurred  at  the  Hague,  when  ]\Iarlborough 
was  sorely  distressed  to  lose  him.  "  The  danger  Mr.  Stepney 
is  in,''  wrote  the  Duke  to  Godolphin  from  Helchin  on  the  8th 
September,  17U7,  "gives  me  a  good,  deal  of  trouble,  for  I 
am  afraid  it  will  be  very  difficult  U)  lind  a  proper  person  to  fill 
his  place,  for  it  must  be  one  that  is  capable  of  Flanders  as 
well  as  of  Holland.  But  whilst  there  are  any  hopes  of  his 
life,  I  beg  nobody  may  be  spoke  to.  If  I  knew  anybody 
proper  for  this  station,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  naming 
him  ;  but  as  I  know  none,  I  hope  you  will  think  of  somebody 
that  has  dexterity  and  no  pride."  'J'he  sick  man  had  sti'ength 
enougli  to  I'each  England,  for  according  to  the  long  Latin 
nscription  placed  over  his  grave  in  ^Vestminster  Abbey,  he 
died  at  Chelsea  in  ]  707,  only  Jo  years  of  age.  J3esides  other 
writings,  he  left  an  able  prose  essay  on  "The  Present  hiterest 
of  England,"  which  is  preserved  in  the  printed  collection  of 
Somers'  Tracts.  This  well-reasoned  pamphlet  skilfully  sums 
np  all  the  })oints  of  the  dispute  on  the  Spanish  succession, 
and  advocates  immediate  war  with  Prance,  on  the  ground 
nuiinly  that  the  bestowal  of  the  crown  of  Spain  on  the  Duko 
of  Anjou  would  be  virtually  the  annexation  of  that  country 
to  Prance,  whose  power  would  thereby  bo  so  enormously 
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increased  as  to  become  very  dangerous  to  this  country. 
Among  the  few  compliments  extant  in  the  works  of  Horace 
Walpole  is  one  referring  to  George  Stepney.  In  his  account 
of  the  Lord  Whitworth  who  was  sent  as  ambassador  to  the 
court  of  Peter  the  Great,  Walpole  says  that  he  was  bred 
under  that  accomplished  minister  and  poet  Mr.  Stepney, 
having  attended  him  through  several  courts  in  Germany." 
There  is  a  portrait  of  George  Stepney  by  Sir  Godfrey 
Kncller,  and  engraved  by  Faber,  in  the  "Kit  Kat  Club.^' 
^riiere  is  a  brief  passage  in  one  of  liis  unpublished  letters 
that  gives  incidentally  a  view  of  his  character  on  the  side  of 
iaruily  pride.  Writing  to  his  schoolfellow  and  old  friend 
Jiord  llidifax,  he  recounts  particulars  concerning  his  ances- 
tors, and  adds,  "your  favour  has  not  been  thrown  away  upon 
a  mushroom.^' 

I'lio  following  is  a  list  of  his  employments  abroad,  taken 
from  the  monument  in  Westminster  Abbey  : — 

In  1G92.    ]\Iission  to  the  Elector  of  Brandenburtr. 

o 

„  1G93.        „       to  Emperor  of  Germany. 
„  1G94.        „       to  Elector  of  Saxony. 

1090-7.    „        to  the  Filectur  of  ]\rayence,  Treves,  and 
Cologne,  the  Falatine,  the  Limdgrave  of 
Hesse,  and  the  Congress  uf  Fraid^fort. 
„  1698.  again  to  Brandenburg. 

„  1099.       „       to  King  of  Poland. 

1701.        ,,        to  the  Fmperor  of  Germany. 
„  1700.        „        to  tlie  States  General. 

There  are  many  entries  in  Narcissus  LuttrelTs  dull  diary 
referring  to  George  Stepney.  The  last  of  tliem^  dated  23rd 
September,  1707,  indicates  the  respect  in  which  the  defunct 
Envoy  was  held  : — "  The  same  night  the  corpse  of  Mr.  Step- 
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ney  was  interred  in  Westminster  Abbey  in  great  state.  The 
pall  was  carried  up  by  two  dukes,  two  earls,  and  two  barons/' 

To  this  branch  of  the  family  belonged  Theodora,  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Stepney,  who  married  Spencer  Cowper,  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  and  brother  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  managers  in  SachevereFs  trial,  and 
stood  in  the  singular  position  of  a  judge  who  had  been  once 
tried  for  his  life  on  the  charge  namely  of  murdering  Miss 
Sarah  Stout,  a  pretty  Quakeress,  whose  death  was  clearly 
proved  to  have  resulted  from  suicide.  Spencer  Cowper 
was  the  grandfather  of  the  charming  poet  William  Cow^pcr, 
who  has  embalmed  in  his  verse  the  name  of  Theodora, 
w^hich  had  been  given  to  that  one  of  his  cousins  for  whom 
he  had  the  deepest  affection. 

The  beautiful  white  marble  monument  by  Houbillac  of 
Spencer  Cowper,  in  Ilertingfordbury  Church,  was  ei-ected 
by  the  testamentary  appointment  of  his  widow  Theodora, 
who  survived  both  her  husbands  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  died  in  1 750. 

To  return  to  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  the  5th  baronet,  and 
the  grandson  of  Vandyck.  J^y  marriage  with  ]\largaret 
A^aughan  he  l)ecame  possessor  uf  Llanelly,  and  a  near  con- 
nection of  Lord  Carbery,  of  Golden  Grove.*  lie  was  Sheriff 
of  Pembrokeshire  in  1G07,  and  represented  the  county  of 
Carmarthen  in  Parliament  from  1 71  !•  to  1722.  Little  is 
recorded  of  his  doings,  and  he  seems  to  have  passed  tran- 
quilly through  the  period  of  the  lievolution  of  1088,  the 
change  of  dynasty  in  1711,  and  the  rebellion  of  1715,  dying 

'  Jolin  Vauglian,  tliird  Earl  of  Carbery,  was  Governor  of  Jamaica, 
and  after  the  Eevolution  a  Lord  of  tlie  Admiralty.  Ke  died  oii  the 
IGth  January,  1713,  in  Lis  coach  as  he  was  going  from  London  to  a 
liouse  (since  called  Gough  House)  which  lie  had  built  at  Chelsea. 


Some  Notices  of  the  Stepney  Family. 


29 


only  a  few  months  before  the  alarming  year  "  forty-five/' 
The  amiable  and  affectionate  disposition  that  shines  through 
his  family  letters  inspired  quite  a  particular  regard  for  him  on 
the  part  of  friends.  A  Air.  Middleton,  writing  in  1717  about 
a  meeting  of  electors  in  Carmarthen^  says, — "  I  heartily 
rejoice  at  their  unanimous,  prudent  choice  of  dear,  worthy, 
and  honest  Sir  M^lujnias  Stepney,  who  I  am  conlident  will 
-without  llattery  discharge  that  great  trust  reposed  in  him 
with  as  nmch  honour,  integrity,  and  service  to  his  country 
as  any  membcu'  tliat  sits  ther(?." 

Mr.  i'a-asnnis  Fjcwis,  who  was  Under  Secretary  of  State  in 
1  70  I',  and  an  old  friend  of  Sir  Thomas,  ^^of  the  very  same 
ago/' expresses  the  greatest  love  and  esteem  for  liim.  "I 
hoar/'  he  writes,  "  how  happily  you  and  yours  live  together 
with  the  utmost  harmony  and  affection, — a  singular  proof  of 
good  sense  and  good  nature,  two  characters  that  do  not  often 
meet.''  Though  afflicted  with  deafness,  and  suffering  much 
from  ague.  Sir  Thomas  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  dying  in 
1714,  seventy-six  years  old.  As  the  inscription  on  his 
monument  in  Llanelly  Church  has  it,  he  was  a  person  less 
distinguished  by  his  illustrious  descent  from  Henry  VII. ^ 
than  by  his  many  excellent  virtues."  He  lived  to  see  his 
grandson  Thomas  married,  and  his  great-grandson  John, 
afterwards  Jh'itish  Envoy  at  Dresden  and  Berlin,  burn. 

Sir  John  Stepney,  the  sixth  baronet,  survived  his  father 
only  three  years,  and  died  at  the  close  of  17-17.  He  led  a 
retired,  unostentatious  life  with  his  family  at  Llanelly,  varied 
by  occasional  visits  to  Hath,  whither  he  was  led  by  the  hopo 
of  restoring  a  delicate  wife  to  health.  She  died,  however,  in 
173o,  her  first  and  second  sons  having  gone  to  the  grave 

'  The  explanation  of  this  passage,  Avbich  serves  to  show  how  the  tra- 
dilion  lived  in  the  laniily,  must  be  sought  in  (he  note  on  page  15, 
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before  her.  Tlie  writer  of  the  monumental  inscription  in 
Llanelly  Church  says  of  tliis  Sir  John,  that,  preferring  the 
innocent  repose  of  rural  retirement  to  the  noise  and  hurry  of 
a  more  busy,  active  scene  of  life,  he  chose  to  confine  himself 
to  a  narrower  sphere  of  action,  although  his  talents  were 
equal  to  the  greatest ;  and  being  less  studious  of  applause 
than  deserving  it,  his  ambition  and  his  happiness  was  to 
fill  up  the  several  relations  of  a  private  life  with  the  grace 
and  dignity  suitable  to  his  r.ank/^ 

The  following  excerpts  from  famil}'  letters  of  about  this 
date  offer  a  domestic  and  a  jiolitical  illusti*ation  of  the  times. 

Elizabeth  Lloyd,  a  young  lady  of  seventeen,  whose  mother 
was  a  Vaughan  both  by  birth  and  by  her  second  marriage, 
writes  to  the  Duchess  of  Bolton, i  a  ccHisin  of  her  mother^s, 
to  say  that  she  has  engaged  herself  to  ]\Ir.  Thomas  Stepney, 
Sir  fJohn^s  son,  then  aged  nineteen.  ^Fliis  was  in  1712  when 
old  Sir  Thomas  was  still  alive,  and  the  3'oung  man's  father 
was  styled  Mr.  Stepney,  ller  Grace's  feelings  of  vexation 
at  receiving  the  announcement  wear  an  excessively  thin 
varnish  of  civility.  ^Fhe  stinging  innuendo,  before  the  closing 
wish  of  ^^mui'h  joy  and  happiness,"  is  very  sharp. 

Fi'ODi  Diic/icss  of  Jlolfoit  to  Kl'railh'tli  Lloijd. 

i\rADA:\i, — I  rec^"^  your  letter  in  w'"*'  you  are  pleased  to 
inform  me  y'  there  is  a  match  concluded  on  between  you 
and  y*^  son  of  IMr.  Stepney.    I  have  a  great  esteem  for  S"" 

'  This  lady  was  daughter  and  sole  heir  of  John,  Lord  Vaii^dian  and 
Earl  of  Carbery,  wlio  died  in  his  coaeh  on  the  road  from  London  to 
Chelsea.  Iler  husband  never  colial)ited  with  ]\er,  being  infatuated 
with  an  actress,  Laviuia  Beswiek,  celebrated  for  her  performance  of 
Gay's  easy  lieroine,  Polly  reachum,  who  bore  him  several  children  and 
was  married  to  him  after  the  death  of  the  Duchess,  which  took  place  in 
175L 


Senile  Notices  of  the  Stepney  Famlhj.  31 

'I'liomas  Stepney,  wlio  I  look  upon  as  a  wortliy  honest  gen- 
tleinanj  and  wish  him  and  his  family  very  Avell,  but  must  be 
(.'xc'iised  if  1  g'ivo  y^  preference  to  my  own  family,  w'^''  is  very 
natural,  &  1  did  believe  your  mama  would  have  done  so  too, 
as  it  is  her  family  l)y  birth  as  much  as  mine,  &  as  she  has 
since  mai-ricnl  into  it  again;  whenever  I  h.ave  talked  to  her 
(»r  your  marrying  Master  Vaughan,  she  never  made  y*^  lest 
ttlijcct ion  to  it  ol'  any  kind  wliatever,  but,  as  1  thought, 
M'l  UU'd  in  appi'arauci;  (o  approve  of  it, — if  she  did  not,  she 
l»ad  many  opportunities  (both  bel'ore  and  since  she  married 
my  ctiUNin  N^iuglian)  to  have  nnileceived  me,  w'^'',  as  she 
lu  Vfrdid,  1,  A'  1  bi'lit've  all  other  people  (c^xci'})t  y*^  few  who, 
I  limi,  were  uilmitteil  into  her  secret),  did  think  she  intended 
to  dispose  of  you  to  no  other  than  Master  Vaughan,  when 
you  l)oth  came  to  a  ])roper  &  convenient  age;  however,  tho' 
ja'rhaps  I  nn'ght  once  think  myself  intitled  to  such  a  share 
in  her  friendship  as  to  have  been  made  acquainted  w'**  her 
designs  before  they  wore  concluded  and  upon  y'^  point  of 
l)i'ing  finished,  yet  I  think  I  have  no  reason  to  complain  or 
wondei',  sincte  she  did  not  think  (it  to  Jicquaint  her  husband, 
who  certainly  of  all  others  in  the  world  had  y^  greatest  right 
to  her  confidence. 

"  1  don't  at  all  wonder  at  your  own  prefering  blaster 
Ste])ney  before  ]\Iaster  Vaughan,  he  having,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, y*-"  advantage  of  being  one  year  older  than  j\Iaster 
Vaughan,  &  consecjuently  sooner  y^  choice  of  a  young  lady 
turned  of  sixteen.  I  wish  you  nmch  joy  &  hap])iness,  & 
am. 

Madam,  your  most  humble  servant, 
*  "  A.  Bolton. 

To  :\Iiss  Lloyd,  at  Dcrwith." 
The  political  illustration  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Sir 
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Johii^s  (lauglitcr,  Justina,  dated  January  23rd,  1715-4-6, 
Bloornsbury.  "Bad  news  from  Scotland,  where  8000  of 
ours  and  GOOO  of  tlie  ro])C'ls  met  in  Ji  plain  where  there  could 
be  no  deceit.  Two  of  our  regiments  ran  away,  whicli  were 
the  same  Cope  had  commanded.  Had  it  not  been  for 
General  Husk  the  wliole  army  would  have  been  destroyed. 
I  had  this  from  Mr.  St(H'l." 

The  baronetcy  and  the  management  of  a  large  property 
devolved  upon  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  the  seventh  baronet,  in 
1718,  when  he  was  only  twenty-three  years  of  age.  Ho 
applied  himself  sedulously  to  the  improvement  of  his  estate, 
and  before  his  death,  which  occurred  twenty-four  years 
afterwards,  he  largely  developed  the  mineral  wealth  that  lay 
beneath  his  land,  encouraged  the  coal  trade  and  the  trans- 
port of  the  mineral  by  water.  He  also  made  improvements 
in  the  fisheries  of  his  neighbourhood,  and  had  a  new  sort  of 
vessel  constructed,  called  by  his  correspondents  "  busses," 
whicli  were  used  in  conveying  the  product  of  the  fishery. 

This  extract  from  the  correspondence  may  have  some  value 
to  the  lovers  of  statistics  as  offering  materials  for  comparison 
with  the  sales  of  recent  years.  Mr.  Thomas  Cole,  writing 
from  London  on  business,  the  Oth  January,  17o0,  has  the 
following: — "^Ir.  Gibson  and  liis  friend  Captain  ]h'ggin  talk 
of  coming  down  to  see  you  and  view  your  coal-works.  I'his 
Captain  Biggin  is  master  of  a  great  deal  of  ready  cash  and 
the  greatest  dealer  in  coals  in  Europe.  He  says  if  he  likes 
your  coals  and  you  can  load  large  ships,  he^U  undertake  to 
vend  you  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  clialdrons  a  year.  He,  at 
the  same  time  very  much  likes  the  last  account  you  sent  of 
your  hai'bour,"  etc.  An  extract  of  another  kind  gives  a 
glimpse  of  London  life  in  1751.  Patrick  Lambe  writes  : — 
"  I  think  it  was  about  the  latter  end  of  April  that  I  had  the 
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plcasuro  of  seeing  you  last  in  town  and  spending  a  few 
merry  evenings  together.  If  you  ean  accompany  my  cousin 
up,  you  will  see  IJrury  Lane  playhouse  in  very  great  perfec- 
tion. J\Ir.  Garriek  has  done  all  that  man  can  do  to  entertain 
(lie  town.  Such  variety  of  good  new  players,  plays,  and 
entertainnuuits  never  appeared  before  (as  to  the  Orange 

L — dys,  ]  shall  say  nothing  concerning  them)  The 

only  thing  that  is  talked  of  most  at  present  is  the  £500 
ri'ward  (hat  is  ollrrcd  for  apprehending  poor  JMurray.i  Some 
pit)  liim  and  otiiers  condemn  him/' 

Tim  next,  a  literary  illustration,  is  written  in  ]\Iarch, 
\7bi,  to  tlio  I'lli/.aheth  Lloyd  previously  mentioned,  who  be- 
t'ariio  Lady  Stepney.  It  kIiows  that  the  interest  excited  by 
Kicliartlson's  novels  in  the  last  century  and  the  vivid  im- 
prcHsion  of  reality  liis  characters  assumed  in  the  eyes  of  his 
renders  have  not  been  surpassed  even  by  the  effect  which 
the  creations  of  Mr.  Dickens  have  produced  in  the  prc- 
Heut  age.       JMethinks,''  says  the  writer,  a  j\lrs.  l^hilipps, 

r  should  be  glad  to  know  what  part  of  Sir  Charles  Gran- 
dison's  character  the  critics  are  displeased  with.  I  have 
been  mnch  diverted  by  a  charge  of  co(juetry  laid  upon 
Miss  Hyron  by  a  neighbour  and  kinsman  of  ours  (Walter 
Lloyd),    llo  must  know  something  more  of  her  than  Mr. 

'  Tills  was  probably  the  lion.  Ali  xaudcr  Murniy,  brother  of  Lord 
Klihaiik,  who,  at  the  Westminster  election,  had  interrupted  and  me-, 
nueeil  the  returnin«5-oIlicer.  lieiug  sunnnoned  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  he  refused  to  go  down  on  his  kuecs  to  apologize,  and  was 
roinn)itted  to  Newgate.  When,  at  tiie  prorogation,  he  was  released 
from  confinement,  ho  went  home  in  a  procession  of  carriages,  with  a 
Hag  waving  above  him,  on  which  was  inscribed  "  jMurray  and  Liberty." 
To  add  to  iho  exasperation  of  his  enemies,  he  not  only  published 
pMjnphlets  against  the  House  of  Commons,  but  refused  to  pay  the  fees 
ih'nnmdeil  by  the  ollicers  of  the  House  wiio  had  incarcerated  him. 
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Richardson  lias  informed  us  common  readers,  for  I  tliink 
nothing-  is  more  opposite  to  his  account  of  her  than  that 
cliaracter.  I  am  glad  to  see  ];y  the  last  newspaper  that 
the  seventh  volume  is  to  he  piiblislied  next  Tluirsday. 
]\rr.  Pliilipps  will  write  to  Mr.  Sowtet  to  hasten  down  your 
Ladysliip^s  and  ours  without  delay.  Mr.  Noble  is  very 
merry  in  the  ludicrous  detail  he  gives  of  what  we  nmst 
expect  relating  to  Sir  Charles  in  this  last  account  of  him, 
when  all  his  wicked  tricks  in  Italy  are  to  be  brought  to 
light,  and  I  do  not  know  if  he  is  not  to  be  hanged  before 
we  have  done  with  him.'" 

Here  is  a  letter  which  gives  some  details  of  the  death  of 
Frederick,  Prince  of  AVales,  father  of  George  III.,  that  are 
not  found  in  the  general  histories. 

March  21st,  1750. 
"  We  are  here  in  the  greatest  consternation  that  can  be 
expressed  about  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  very 
unexpectedly  departed  this  life  last  night  about  a  (piarter 
after  ten,  to  the  greatest  grief  of  all  sorts  of  ])eople.  The 
first  cause  of  his  illness  was  that  he  came  to  the  House  of 
Lords  last  Tuesday  sevennight  at  the  time  the  King  came 
there,  and  robed,  according  to  custom,  in  those  warm  robes, 
the  house  much  crowded  and  very  hot,  and  taking  off  those 
robes  and  f3rojii^^  t)i^it  to  return  to  Leicester  House  in  a  thin 
suit  of  clothes,  then  going  from  thence  to  Kew,  near  Pich- 
mond,  in  open  chaise,  and  walking  in  the  gai'den  till  night, 
the  weather  very  cold,  and  returning  home  late;  he  com- 
plained the  next  morning  of  a  pain  in  his  breast  and  that  lie 
lound  himself  hot  and  feverish ;  his  physicians,  who  were 
AVilniotand  Lee,  took  it  to  be  a  pleuretick  fever,  and  treated 
it  as  such,  and  kept  him  to  his  bed;  there  he  continued  ever 
since,  some  days  better  and  some  worse,  till  yesterday,  about 
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sovcn  o'clock  in  the  evening,  ho  seeraM  so  much  better 
thiit  he  seem\l  quite  out  of  danger,  but  about  half  an  hour 
after  nine,  he  calPd  out  for  Lord  ]5atlmrst,  and  desired  they 
might  fetch  him  immediately,  but  he  died  before  he  came,  of 
mortilication  in  his  bowels. 

"  Both  Houses  of  ]\-irliament  met  this  day  as  usual,  but 
adjournM  the  moment  they  met;  tliey  meet  agjiin  to-morrow 
(<»  j)iiss  I  he  iiu'cliiig  and  land-lax  bills,  which  the  King  will 
tin  liy  comniis.^ioii,  being  so  much  aillictcd  aiitl  disorder'd 
that  lu?  can't  come  himself;  then  it/s  thought  both  houses 
will  luljouiM  till  alUT  the  holidays." 

Tin*  ft. Mowing  two  Icttci's,  containing  the  best  current 
lU'WM  of  iho  ilay,  nuM-it  preservation,  although  the  statement 
lliat  tlu^  lOmpress  Catherine  herscilf  j)resented  a  paper  to  her 
liusband,  IN'ler  III.,  I'or  signature  is  not  borne  out  by  tho 
received  histories  ol'  that  revolution  : — 

^  3045333 

!)HAI£  SllJ, 

"  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  1st  instant,  and  am 
pleased  with  the  enquiries  you  intend  to  make  in  respect  to 
the  french  j)risonei's,  iind  assure  you  in  the  meantime  that  I 
have  nothing  in  view  but  tho  good  that  1  humbly  apprehend 
would  redound  to  my  country,  and  at  the  same  time  a  saving 
to  the  i)ublick ;  but  1  luive  rec'''  a  letter  from  Sir  John 
IMiilipps,  in  which  he  says  this  scheme  might  be  of  use  at 
another  time,  but  that  ])rovisions  are  now  so  dear  in  those 
parts  that  they  ilread  a  famine. 

"  If  you  left  Alilford  so  late  as  you  mention,  you  nmst  havo 
seen  in  my  letter  to  Sir  John  that  our  ministers  are  so  bent 
>ipon  a  peace  that  they  seem  to  bc^  resolved  to  have  it  at  all 
events,  and  I  am  inforn)ed  that  preliminaries  havo  already 
lieeu  ngri'ed  u[)on  and  sent  to  France  to  be  ratified.    ]^ut  as 
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the  frencli  may  conceive  that  the  revohition  in  Russia  may 
turn  out  in  their  favour,  perliaps  they  may  start  a  difiiculty 
to  ratify,  and  more  especially  since  they  have  taken  New- 
foundland ;  as  to  the  first  they  may  be  mistaken  in,  because 
our  accounts  from  thence  say  that  everything  seems  to  go 
well  in  our  favour,  and  then  the  present  Empress  of  Kussia 
has  written  a  very  polite  letter  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  assur- 
ing him  that  she  will  religiously  observe  the  treaties  made 
by  her  husband,  but  that  she  does  not  care  to  involve  her 
empire  in  foreign  disputes ;  she  desires  him  to  send  home 
her  troops,  a  sight  of  which  latter  are  sent  for.  The  Russian 
general  made  him  a  present  of  a  sword  set  with  diamonds, 
and  was  ordered  to  lead  away  his  troops  for  his  own  country, 
and  they  to  be  supplied  with  all  provisions  and  necessaries 
till  they  got  into  Poland,  so  that  the  King  of  Prussia  will 
only  lose  the  use  of  IG,000  men  by  this  revolution  in  Russia, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  pay,  and,  indeed,  what  he  had  no 
occasion  for  as  he  is  now.  His  own  army  is  much  superior 
to  the  Austrians,  and  drives  them  so  before  him  that  he  has 
got  into  Rohcmia  and  Moravia,  and  Prince  Ferdinand  has 
got  so  much  the  better  of  the  french  that  they  must  repass 
the  Rhine  or  starve.  There  is  also  an  account  arrived  this 
day  that  Pocock  and  Albemarle  made  good  their  landing  at 
the  Ilavanah  the  4tli  and  5tli  of  June,  so  that  we  may  every 
moment  expect  that  place  being  taken.  Therefore,  how 
these  ministers  will  answer  to  the  publick  the  making  of 
peace  at  this  time  I  don't  know,  more  especially  as  all 
things  seem  to  turn  out  so  much  in  our  favour,  and  still  the 
more  if  what  I  am  told  be  true,  which  is  that  we  are  only  to 
have  Canada  and  Louisiana  to  the  south  side  of  the  River 
Mississipi,  and  to  give  back  Guadeloupe,  Martinico,  and 
half  the  central  islands,  also  their  former  settlements  in  the 
East  Indies. 
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"  As  a  sketch  of  the  late  revohition  in  Russia  may  amuse 
you,  I  send  you  tlie  following,  which  I  had  yesterday  at 
court  from  the  account  the  Russian  minister  gave  the  Prus- 
sian and  ours  at  that  court  (St.  Petersburg).  That  the 
Russian  Emperor  being  gone  to  lodge  with  his  mistress  at  a 
private  palace  with  a  guard,  the  Empress,  headed  by  the 
])rincipal  olHcers  of  State,  etc.,  went  to  him  with  a  proper 
guard  and  a  paper  signed  for  his  abdic;ition.  She  accosted 
hiui,  and  told  liim  tliat  he  liad  by  his  bad  management  so 
irritiiU'd  the  wliuk^  empire  that  there  was  nothing  that  could 
Have  ]\vv  and  bis  family  but  liis  signing  that  paper,  which  he 
<iid,  and  (pn'etly  suffered  himself  to  be  led  into  confinement. 
It  is  said  that  ho  was  a  very  weak  prince,  much  given  to 
drinking,  and  had  llights  of. madness. 

^^Tnos.  Cole. 

"  London,  7th  Au^'ust,  17(32." 
Dkak  Sir, 

"  Having  no  foreign  news  to  acquaint  you  of,  save  that 
an  express  arrived  yesterday  with  an  account  that  the  King 
of  Prussia  had  taken  Svvidnitz,  and  the  garrison,  to  the 
number  of  12,000  men,  surrendered  prisoners  of  war;  and 
we  every  day  expect  to  hear  of  the  surrender  of  Cassell.  In 
the  mean  time  we  fear  that  the  Spaniards  will  be  master  of 
all  Portugal  before  next  Christmas  day,  but  we  are  sending 
a  squadron  of  ships  to  bring  home  all  the  treasures  of  the 
lirasiles,  which  will  be  no  small  addition  to  our  cash.  Our 
late  preliminaries  for  peace  are  come  to  nothing,  but  I  hear 
there  are  others  preparing,  but  nothing  will  be  agreed  upon 
that  liead  till  the  sense  of  Parliament  is  known. 

"  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  paper  concerning  Charles  Towns- 
end. 

Tiio«  Cole. 

•*  Jxndun,  21*'  Kovbcr,  1703.' 
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Sir  Thomas  Stopnoy  died  in  1772,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  Julin.  Kliza])eth,  his  widow,  the  hidy  who  by  her 
marriage  allVonted  the  Duchess  of  Bulton,  survived  her  hus- 
band twenty-tln-eo  years.  Tliere  is  an  amusing  instance  of 
the  jeaU)usy  with  which  tlic  old  hidy  watched  over  the  inter- 
ests of  her  son  John  during  liis  absence  abroad,  in  the 
following  endorsement  on  a  letter  from  Mr.  Vaughan,  of 
Golden  Grove.  Sir  John  held  a  seat  in  Parliament  for 
Monmouth,  while  on  diplomatic  service  on  the  Continent. 
Mr.  Vaughan,  on  resigning  his  seat  for  Carmarthenshire  in 
1781,  Avrites  to  Lady  vStcpney  to  express  his  regret  that  Sir 
John's  wish  to  stand  for  the  county  had  not  reached  him 
sooner,  as  Sir  William  iMansell  had  entered  the  field,  and 
would,  no  doubt,  be  successful.  Whereupon  the  indignant 
lady  writes: — "  ]\Ir.  Golilcit  G  rove's  shameful  answer  after 
offering  Sir  J.  S.  the  county,  and  then  giving  it  to  Sir  Wm. 
Mansell  ere  Sir  J.'s  reply  arrived.  N.B.  In  honour  he 
should  have  stood  himself  once  more,  for  Sir  J.'s  acceptance 
came  a  week  before  the  election,  which  was  communicated 
to  him  by  express,  to  which  this  letter  is  the  reply.''  I^yii^J^ 
in  1795  at  the  age  of  seventy,  Lady  Stepney  was  buried  near 
her  mother  in  the  church  of  Llamlibie,  where  is  .a  monu- 
ment to  her  memory  bearing  the  following  graceful  lines  :  — 

"  The  sweet  companioa  and  the  friend  sincere 
JS^eeds  not  the  sculptor's  art  to  force  a  tear, 
In  heartfelt  numbers  never  meant  to  shine. 
'Twill  flow  eternal  o'er  a  hearse  like  thine, 
'Twill  flow  while  sense  and  goodness  have  one  friend, 
Or  kindred  tempers  have  a  tear  to  lend." 

Wlieu  Sir  John  Stepney,  the  eighth  baronet,  succeeded 
jiis  father,  ho  was  about  thirty  years  of  age.  He  had 
already  been  five  years  in  the  House  of  Commons,  having 
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been  elected  for  the  borough  of  Monmouth,  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Benjamin  Bathurst  in  the  hi.st  year  of  the 

twelfth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  re-elected  to 
the  next  Parliament,  in  17G8,  for  the  same  borough,  and 
again  in  1774.  In  the  following  year,  1775,  he  was  sent  on 
a  diplomatic  mission  to  Dresden,  as  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  the  Elector  of 
Saxony.  There  he  won  golden  opinions.  Sir  Nathaniel 
Wraxall,  who  went  to  Dresden  in  1778,  writes  : — I  visited 
Dresden  for  the  second  time,  a  court  which  was  rendered 
peculiarly  agreeable  to  the  English  at  that  period  by  the 
liospitality  and  polished  manners  of  his  Majesty's  minister 
to  Saxony,  Sir  John  Stepney,  one  of  the  finest  gentlemen 
who  have  been  employed  on  missions  during  the  course  of 
the  present  reign. (Hist.  ^lem.  vol.  i.  p.  225.) 

Sir  John  remained  at  Dresden  until  1782,  when  he  was 
sent  to  Berlin,  to  replace  Mr.  Hugh  Elliot  at  the  court  of 
Frederick  the  Great.  The  following  letter,  addressed  to 
him  while  at  Berlin  by  Sir  J.  Harris,  then  English  ambas- 
sador at  St.  Petersburg  (see  '  Diaries  and  Correspondence 
of  James  Harris,  first  Earl  of  Malme.sbury,^  vol.  ii.  p.  G), 
will  serve  as  a  good  illustration  of  the  game  of  diplomacy 
then  being  played  out  in  Europe  : — 

"  Petcrsburt;,  15th  and  2Gtli  October,  1782.' 

"  j\Iy  DEAi:  S'l'Kl'NEY, 

"  I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  a  post  or  two  ago  merely  to 
congratulate  you  on  your  arriv'^al  at  your  new  residence.  You 
fill  a  very  important  mission,  are  employed  near  the  person  of 
the  greatest  monarch  that  perhaps  ever  reigned  ;  and  what 
will  make  ^'our  employ  still  more  agreeable  than  that  of"  your 

'  The  Hrst  i)art  of  this  letter  is  intended  to  meet  Piederiek's  ])rivate 
inspection,  which  was  inevitable,  as  it  ^^  ent  in  Count  Goertz's  ba;^. 
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predecessors,  that  iiioiiarcli,  since  we  have  been  wise  enough 
to  do  justice  to  his  sentiments  at  liome,  professes  the  most 
friendly  and  cordial  attachment  to  us  and  our  interests. 

Count  Goertz,  his  minister  here,  by  whoso  goodness 
this  letter  will  reach  you  sooner  than  if  I  sent  it  by  the  post, 
acts  towards  me  in  perfect  conformity  to  these  professions, 
and  I  flatter  myself  he  does  me  the  justice  to  report  in  his 
dispatches  that  I  meet  him  more  than  halfway. 

"  Wo  are  here,  seemingly,  on  the  eve  of  a  great  event ; 
everything  looks  as  if  a  crisis  was  drawing  near;  indeed, 
I  have  so  often  waited  for  this  crisis,  so  often  thought  it 
at  hand,  and  so  often  been  disa})pointed,  that  I  may  say  of 
myself, 

"  Kxpcctat  dam  defhiat  amnis,  at  ille 
Labitur  et  labctur  in  omno  volubiHs  a!vum," 

"  I  remember  in  Spain  a  grandee's  wife,  wlio  thought 
herself  with  child  for  ten  years  running,  and  regularly  called 
out  every  four  or  five  months  for  the  midwife.  I  think  we 
are  somewhat  hero  in  the  same  situation,  and  till  I  see  the 
infant  I  shall  doubt  the  pregnancy.  Nothing  in  the  present 
conjuncture  {)uzzles  me  so  nuich  as  the  conduct  of  the  Em- 
peror, and,  like  Basil,  I  cannot  help  asking.  Qui  cd-ce  qa'ou 
trouipG  ici?  tout  le  monde  est  (hins  Jc  secret.  I  have  such 
certain  proofs  of  the  existence  of  his  connection  with  Franco 
in  its  full  force,  that  I  en,nnot  suppose  him  sincere  in  his 
assurances  of  seconding  Iler  Imperial  Majesty  in  the  prose- 
cution of  a  plan  which  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  interests 
and  sentiments  of  the  Bourbons.  Yet  here  he  is  believed  to 
be  sincere,  and  the  Empress  regulates  her  conduct  on  the 
sincerity  of  these  assurances.  Pier  views  are  extensive  and 
ambitious,  and  the  chimasra  of  reinstating  the  Eastern  Empire 
may,  for  what  I  know,  be  comprised  in  her  vast  projects. 
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"  My  first  wish  is  to  see  a  Triple  Alliance  concluded  be- 
tween the  courts  of  Berlin,  Petersburg,  and  Great  Britain, 
or  Quadruple  by  annexing  Denmark  to  it.  I  know  liis 
Prussian  Majesty  is  not  averse  to  this  system,  and  I  hope  to 
live  long  enough  to  sec  it  accomplished. 

"  1  am  somewlnit  better  than  I  was  a  week  back,  but 
twenty  ytiars  older  in  point  of  strength  and  looks  than  I  was 
lhre(,'  months  ago.  I  fear,  however  interesting  the  scene,  I 
must  cidier  retiri?  (piite  i'rom  it,  or  remove  at  least  for  one 
wiiiti'P.  These  winters  kill  nu',  and  will  entirely  ruin  a  con- 
Htitutinu  that  nothing  else  has  been  abh;  to  shako,  though, 
as  you  iiuiy  rtMiiember,  when  we  were  colleagues  in  a  less 
Keri(Uirt  capacity,  it  has  had  its  trials. 

(('yplier.)  "  The  enclosed  letter  is  for  you  yourself,  not 
fitv  Fitzhorbert ;  I  made  use  of  this  fetch  to  prevent  the  sus- 
picion so  much  cypher  would  have  given  your  Old  Gentle- 
man. Guard  against  his  wiles,  suspect  his  professions,  and 
subtract  a  large  portion  from  his  fair  words  and  from  the 
specious  advances  he  may  make.  Ho  is  certainly  in  the 
name  state  of  perplexity  as  we  are  all,  and  I  know  manages 
with  an  ecpial  distribution  of  his  favour  both  us  and  our 
enenn'es.  My  letter  <tii  chiire,  you  will  conceive,  is  written 
to  be  read  at  Potsdam  ;  I,  however,  am  serious  in  wishing 
you  to  speak  as  I  mention  to  the  Prussian  Ministry,  and  the 
I'acts  in  general  are  true.'^ 

Sir  John  returned  home  in  1  78  !•,  and  his  health  giving 
way  he  accepted  the  stewardshij)  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds 
in  March,  1788,  and  retired  from  Parliament,  after  holding 
his  scat  there  for  twenty-ono  year',.  lie  was  well  known  in 
society,  a  great  frequenter  of  Devonshire  House,  and  on 
good  terms  with  the  leading  men  of  the  liberal  l)arty.  The 
ibllowing  indication  of  the  esteem  in  which  ho  was  held  by 
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liis  neighbours  in  Wales  is  taken  frotn  Mv.  Fenton^s  '  His- 
torical Account  of  Penibrokesliire/  published  in  1811.  lle- 
ferring  to  the  ancient  owners  of  J^rendergast  Place,  he  says, 
''The  representative  of  this  family  is  Sir  John  Stepney, 
Bart.,  who  has,  on  account  of  his  health,  to  the  great  loss  of 
society  and  his  country,  lived  abroad  for  several  years." 

Sir  John  ere  he  went  abroad  was  offered  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  a  peerage  and  a  pension,  as  a  reward  for 
his  public  services ;  having  no  direct  heir,  he  declined  these 
flattering  proposals.  On  the  sudden  rupture  of  the  Peace 
of  Amiens,  Sir  John  was  included  among  the  detenus  wdioni 
Napoleon  unceremoniously  arrested,  Mr.  Fox,  then  Minister 
for  Pureigu  Y\.ffairs,  made  a  direct  appeal  for  his  liberation, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  an  old  diplomatic  servant  of  the 
Crown.  The  plea  was  .at  once  allowed,  and  Sir  John  set  at 
liberty. 

lie  died  at  Turgau  in  Austria  in  1811,  the  year  after  that 
in  which  his  prospective  heir  and  present  representative, 
Colonel  Cowell  Stepney,  began  his  more  active  military 
career,  and  first  learned  to  endure  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions of  war  in  the  Peninsular  campaign. 

Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  the  ninth  and  last  baronet,  was 
eighteen  years  youuger  than  his  brother  whom  he  succeeded 
in  the  title  and  estates,  having  been  born  in  17G0,  the 
year  of  George  the  Third's  accession  to  the  throne. 

lie  was  ])retty  well  known  about  St.  James's  as  a  youug 
nuin,  if  we  luay  judge  by  the  following  extract  from  the 
diary  of  W.  Windham  Feb.  8,  1785.— Drove  to  House 
of  Commons  with  Symonds,  and  in  way  back  saw  race  be- 
tween Cliarles  Phipps  and  Stepney.'' 

About  1790  he  was  made  Groom  of  the  Chamber  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  an  office  which  he  held  for  five-and-thirty 
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yeai's  without  other  foe  or  reward  than  the  sincere  regard  of 
his  royal  master, — a  regard  that  bore  the  strain  of  many 
ebullitions  of  hrusquerie  such  as  princes  do  not  often  hear. 
Here  is  a  sample  of  his  uncourtierlike  bluntness  that  may 
sullice  : — AVhen  the  Duke  of  York  returned  from  the  expe- 
dition to  Holland,  Stepney  waited  upon  him  to  pay  his  re- 
spects. After  duo  congratulation  on  the  Duke's  good  looks 
and  sul'u  return,  (he  visitor  exclaimed  '^^  Thank  God  \vc  have 
not  had  U)  ransom  your  Hoyal  Highness  !  " 

TIk^  following  notice  of  him  ai)poared,  after  his  death  in 
iS^o,  in  the  '  (lentlemau's  iMiigazine/  and  in  the  'New 
Monthly  Magazine'  of  that  date: — 

**Tlii.s  polislunl  gentleman  of  the  old  school  was  scon  in 
h'\H  usual  attire  perand)uliitiug  8t.  James's  Street,  from  club- 
liouse  to  club-house  (his  daily  practice),  so  recently  as  the 
day  before  his  death.  His  dress  had  been  the  same  for  half 
a  century,  namely,  a  blue  coat  with  a  broad  back  and  loug 
waist,  of  tlie  '  IMonmouth  Street  cut,'  that  is,  much  too 
large  for  his  body,  and  he  conunonly  wore  a  remarkably 
sliort  sj)encer;  nankeen  was  his  constant  wear  in  small- 
clothes, and  his  blue  broad  striped  silk  stockings  produced 
a  remarkable  contrast ;  added  to  these  was  a  hat  not  deeper 
in  the  crown  than  an  inch  and  a  half,  but  with  a  rim  of  greater 
proportion,  and  a  black  ribbon  tied  round  it.  Sir  Hiouias,  in 
his  Goth  year,  on  the  coldest  day  of  winter,  was  clad  the  sauie 
as  in  the  dog-days.  lie  was  an  amiable  character,  and  an 
accomplished  gentleman.  His  picquet  ])arti(\s  from  Febru- 
ary to  July  were  regularly  attended  by  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  persons  of  the  day." 

Fores  published  a  print  of  him,  with  an  inscrij)tion  'i^he 
ucw  man  after  God's  own  heart,"  the  point  or  significance 
of  which  has  eva])orated  with  time.    The  following  halting 
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lines  were  also  illustrated  by  a  print  of  his  quaint  figure  : — 

**  Behold  at  Brooks's  stcj) — nay, 
I'll  bo  bound  to  say, 
A  figure  Fuch  aa  this 

You'll  see  there  every  day." 

Here  is  tlio  testimony  of  one  who  was  personally  acquainted 
with  both  brothers,  Sir  John  and  Sir  Thomas  Stepney. 

"The  8th  baronet.  Sir  John  Stepney,  was  a  man  of  culti- 
vated mind,  natural  abilities,  and  of  high  breeding.  Tom 
Stepney,  the  last  of  the  baronets  (at  whose  death  the  title 
became  extinct  in  1825),  was  very  popular  and  somewhat 
eccentric  in  dress  and  manners.  He  was  for  five-and-thirty 
years  a  personal  and  intimate  friend,  iind  Groom  of  the  Bed- 
chamber, to  his  late  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York.  He 
was  eighteen  years  younger  than  the  brother  whom  he  suc- 
ceeded. When  appointed  to  the  Duke's  household,  Stepney 
would  not  accept  a  salary.  His  lloyal  Highness  was  an  un- 
equivocal Tory,  and  Tom  an  uncompromising  Whig.  In 
the  intercourse  between  his  Royal  Highness  and  Tom 
Stepney,  the  '  chaff'  was  at  times  very  open  and  amusing. 
Stepney  never  suppressed  anything  that  came  into  his  head; 
the  Duke  goodnaturedly  allowed  Stepney's  expressions  to 
prevail.  When  His  Royal  Highness  (as  was  not  unusu- 
ally the  case)  was  in  a  state  of  embarrassment,  he  asked 
Stepney  '  to  undertake  the  management  of  his  financial 
affairs.' 

"  ^  Do  you  think,  Sir,  I  take  care  of  )ny  own  so  well  as  to 
be  able  to  benefit  yours  ?'  "  was  the  significant  reply. 

Both  brothers  vStepncy  were  intimate  friends  of  Charles 
James  Fox,  and  Members  of  Brooks's  Club. 

JMaria  Justiua,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Stepney,  and  sister  of  the  last  two  baronets,  married  in  1779 
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]\ri\  Francis  Head,  of  St.  Andrew's  Hall,  co.  Norfolk,  she 
being  then  in  her  twenty-third  year.  After  a  brief  union 
of  scarce  twelve  months'  duration,  ^fr.  Head  died  before 
the  birth  of  their  diiughter,  which  occurred  in  1780.  This 
young  lady,  whose  name  was  Frances,  when  grown  to  woman- 
hood, married,  in  180G,  the  Hon.  and  Kev.  Geo.  Herbert, 
brother  of  the  second  Farl  of  Carnarvon,  and  surviving  her 
Imsbaml  many  years,  died  in  18(32  at  h'lorence  at  a  very 
advanced  age.  Mrs.  Head,  lu.'r  inolher,  after  eight  years  of 
widowhood,  nuirried  Ca])tain  Anch'ew  Cowell,  of  Coleshill, 
Ihii-kingliamsliire,  the  birthplace  of  A\'^alkM-,  the  poet,  and 
liiin  two  sons,  John  Stei)n(»y  Cowell  and  William 
(icorge. 

The  outline  of  Captain  CowelPs  career  is  sketched  in  the 
following  olHcial  statement  with  regard  to  his  public  ser- 
vices : — 

Commissions  in  tjie  Army. 

(From  the  Annual  Army  List.) 

Ensign  IGih  IMarch,  1779.\  | 

Jjieutenant  and  Captain  25th  June,  1781.  h| 

Captain  and  Jjieut. -Colonel    .    .    .  27th  October,  1790.'' 

Colonel  21st  An  gust,  1795. 

Afajor  (commanding  2nd  Battalion)  80th  December,  1  797. 

I\rajor-General  ]  8th  June,  1  798. 

Lt.-Colonel  (commanding  Cold-\ 

stream  Kegiment  of  Gmn-ds)   .  ]^'^^^'  ISovember,  1800. 

Lieutenant-General  oOth  October,  1805. 

Full  General  (removed,  with  ten  other"!  -r 
Generals,  from  the  Kegiment)  .    .    ,  y^'^^'  ^"^'^^ 

Commanded  a  Brigade  of  Guards  in  the  Rebellion  of 
1798  in  Ireland,  and  was  placed  as  a  Major-General  on  the 
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Stair  ill  different  parts  of  ]*]iig-laiid  and  Wales  in  command 
of  troops  pending  the  del'ence  of  the  country  from  the 
threatened  invasion  of  tlie  l^]niperor  Napoleon  I.  General 
Andi-ew  Cowell  was  also  Aide-de-Camp  to  the  General 
Coininanding-in-Chief  in  Jamaica. 

In  the  Irish  llebellion  of  1  708  G  eneral  Cowell  commanded 
the  Ih'igade  of  Guards,  and  witnessed  scenes  the  horror  of 
whicli  even  the  passions  aroused  in  times  of  revolution  can 
neither  diminish  nor  excuse. 

The  Cohlstreams  sailed  from  l\u'tsmoutli  for  AVaterford 
on  the  12th  June,  1798,  exactly  a  week  after  the  sanguinary 
conflict  at  New  Koss,  near  Wexford,  which  the  rebels  twice 
occu])i('d,  and  whence  they  were  twice  driven  out.  General 
Cowell,  on  his  arrival  in  Ireland,  was  quartered  at  this 
place,  and  saw  tlit?  lanky  })igs  tliat  roam  in  the  lu'iglibour- 
hood  making  a  hideous  repast  on  the  remains  of  the  slain 
that  disfigured  the  field  of  battle. 

On  one  occasion  when  following  up  tlie  rebels,  he  was 
accompanied  by  some  volunteer  "  Orange  Dragoons. As 
they  marched  along  the  road,  a  decrepit  ohl  man  was  seen 
on  the  roadside,  seated  in  an  armchair  in  front  of  his 
thatched  cottage.  The  (Jeneral  was  in  advance  of  his 
command,  when  one  of  tliese  tudidiit  volunteers,  choosing 
to  imagine  that  this  old  man  had  five  sons  in  tlie  rebel 
foiH'c,  drew  his  pistol  and  deliberately  blew  out  his  brains, 
while  an  ecpially  brave  comrade  fired  another  pistol  into 
the  thatch  and  burnt  the  cottage  to  the  ground.  The 
General  had  the  two  men  arrested.  They  were  tried  by 
court-martial  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

An  anecdote  is  told  of  (jcneral  CowelPs  two  boys  that 
aflbrds  a  ])leasing  illustration  of  the  character  of  the  old 
King,  George  111.    AVhen  Colonel  Cowell  was  residing  at 
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AViiulsor  in  tlie  capacity  of  Commandaut,  tlie  cliilJren  with 
tlicir  nurse  were  passing  one  day  tliroogli  tlie  stable  yard, 
when  the  King  returned  from  hunting  and  dismounted. 
\Vhik;  liis  IMajesty  was  making  friendly  inquiries  about  the 
cliildren  and  tlu>ir  parents,  the  younger  of  the  two  boys 
obtained  ])ossession  of  the  King's  whip,  and,  flashing  it 
a])()ut,  struck  his  Majesty's  top-boots.  ^Jlie  horror-stricken 
nurse  rushed  to  S(;ize  the  young  traitor,  and  began  to  shake 
liiui  well  for  liis  audacity.  lOli  !  what!  wliat!"  s.'iid  good- 
natuj-ed  Majesty;  "let  liim  alone,  let  him  alone;  every- 
lindy  liki's  to  have  a  cut  at  tlu^  King."  An  illustration  of 
unutherand  less  pleasant  kind  belongs  to  this  ])eriod.  'J'he 
hunio  two  l>oyH,  on  occasion  of  some  festivities  at  Windsor, 
wero  taken  in  hand  by  the  rrinco  of  Wales  and  the  Duke 
of  York,  wlio,  after  dosing  them  with  champagne,  set  tliem 
to  fight  one  anotlier,  and  were  not  satisfied  till  the  in- 
evitable ^'  claret  "  was  di'awn  fj'oin  the  nose  of  one  or  both 
of  the  combatants. 

The  elder  boy  had  grown  to  man's  estate  ;  had  fought 
and  endured  in  that  service  in  which  his  father  had  grown 
old,  when  an  incident  befell  them  that  might  serve  a  writer 
of  romance.    'J'his  trick  of  circumstance  was  as  follows  : — 

In  1813  General  Cowell,  having  broken  a  blood-vessel, 
resolved  upon  a  trip  to  Spain,  for  the  double  purpose  of 
benefit ing  his  health  and  of  seeing  his  son.  He  accord- 
ingly set  out  from  Falmouth  in  the  mail-packet  that  carried 
letters  and  dispatches  to  the  British  army  in  the  Peninsula. 
Meanwhile  the  Peninsular  war  Wiis  a]^proaching  its  last  stage. 
The  second  dreadful  assault  of  St.  Sebastian  had  taken  place, 
and  that  frightful  scene  of  carnage  and  conflagration  had 
terminated  on  the  Otli  September  in  the  surrender  of  brave 
General  Iley  and  his  gallant  followers.     These,  to  the 
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number  of  fifteen  lumdred,  wen;  entrusted  to  the  cluirge  of 
youn<^  Ciiptain  Cowell  to  conduct  under  convoy  to  England. 
I^jlate  witli  the  hope  ol"  iseeiiiy  liis  friends  at  home  after 
three  years^  very  active  and  very  liard  service,  it  was  like 
the  irony  of  fate  that  ho  should  pass  by  his  father  on  the 
way,  unseeing  and  unseen  ;  yet  such  was  the  case.  At  the 
very  time  that  General  Cowell  quitted  Falmouth  for  Spain, 
the  younger  officer  was  embarking  his  ch;irge  fit  Los  l^a- 
sagcs  in  vessels  bound  for  h]ngland.  About  midway  on  the 
voyage  the  mail-packet,  perceiving  a  naval  squadron  whose 
nationality  she  did  not  descry,  with  commendable  coyness 
steered  out  of  the  way.  ^i'he  c(jmmander  of  the  convoy,  nob 
satisfied  with  this  conduct,  sent  after  her,  and  with  the  potent 
argument  of  a  cannon-l)all  forced  the  stranger  to  show  her 
signal,  of  English  postboy  before  allowing  her  to  })ass  on. 
On  board  the  packet  was  (Jeneral  Cowell,  the  father,  on 
board  the  man-of-war  was  Captain  Cowell,  each  unconscious 
of  the  other,  and  unwittingly  comnmnicating  l)y  the  rude 
salutations  of  powder  and  ball.  Their  line  of  route  crossed, 
and  each  continued  his  wa)'.  'i'hus,  father  and  son,  afier  an 
absence  of  three  eventful  yeais,  met,  unknowing  and  un- 
known, within  gunshot-distance  on  the  bro.ad  >eas,  and 
parted  again,  ignorant  all  the  while  that  every  knot  they- 
sailed  they  were  borne;  lurtlu'r  and  further  away  from  one 
another.  Hut  soldiers  can  adbrd  little  indulgence  to  the 
softer  feelings  in  time  of  war,  and  General  Ccnvell,  on  reach- 
ing Spain,  with  characteristic  readiness,  at  once  joined  the 
army,  borrowing  a  horse  from  Sir  Thomas  Graham.  He 
was  just  in  time  to  witness  the  enti'ance  of  the  English 
army  into  France, — the  France  of  Napoleon  the  Con- 
(pieror — and  to  be  present  at  the  first  engagement  that  took 
place  on  the  French  side  of  the  fiontier.   lie  then  seized  the 
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opportunity  of  returning  home  with  Captain  Crofton,  of  the 
^  Dictator/  'J'hey  had  a  remarkably  quick  passage,  reach- 
ing Rnglaml  in  five  clays;  while  Sir  Thomas  Graham,  the 
])earer  .of  l^ord  AYellington's  despatches,  was  just  as  unfor- 
tunate, being  several  days  in  retard. 

lleai'ing  when  they  landed  that  the  Prince  Regent  was 
on  a  visit  to  liord  Egremont,  at  Petworth,  General  CoAvell 
(who,  through  iiis  step-daughter,  I^fi-s.  Herbert,  was  con- 
ni'ct(>(l  with  tliat  fauiily)  and  (/aptain  Crofton  determined 
t(i  procccil  at  once,  and  convey  the  important  news  of  which 
tlu-y  Wi'vc  in  possi'ssiou  to  His  Poy;d  Highness.  Postilions 
Wen*  put  oil  their  mettle,  and  the  tw^)  olliccrs  reached 
l\?tworth  whihi  thc>  Triuce  was  at  dinner.  The  travelled 
reprcHcntutiveH  of  the  two  services  were  introduced  at  once 
to  the  dining-room,  and  the  (joneral  was  greeted  as  an  old 
frieml.  Well,  Cowell,  how  are  you  ?  What  news  V'—"  I 
have  the  honoiu'  to  inhn'in  you.  Sir,  that  your  army  has 
entered  Prance.''  ^fhe  Princess  face  lighted  u])  with  plea- 
sure, ami,  profiling  by  the  occasion,  ho  exclaimed,  ^' Let  us 
drink  the  health  of  the  army  \"  a  toast  which  was  received 
with  very  luiarty  unanimity. 

Meeting  his  friend  IVrry,  of  tho  '  ]\rorning  Chronicle,'  a 
few  days  afterwards  in  London,  the  General  was  amused  by 
the  indignation  of  that  vigilant  and  indefatig.able  purveyor 
of  news,  who  reproached  him  for  his  unfriendliness  in  not 
Imrrying  Jirst  to  tho  'Chronicle'  ofhce  with  intelligence  so 
important,  and  of  so  much  interest  to  the  })ublic. 

"  Do  you  not  think  tho  Prince  Ivcgent  was  entitled  to  tho 
first  news?''  said  the  General  quietly. 

General  Cowell  died  on  the  2  1st  September,  1821,  having 
been  forty-two  years  in  the  army.  His  widow,  Justina, 
survived  him  but  seven  weeks,  dying  on  the  9th  November 
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following.  By  a  singular  fatality  their  son's  first  wife  died 
at  Nice  on  the  same  9th  Novenil)cr_,  1821. 

^l^he  eldest  son  of  General  Cowell  followed  in  his  father's 
steps,  and  became  an  officer  in  the  Coldstrcains  at  the  age 
of  eighteen.  The  following  summary  of  his  military  career 
is  tidcen  from  the  '  Army  List — 

Commissions  in  the  Army. 

Ensign,  Coldstream  Guards  18th  j\[ay,  1809. 

Lieutenant  and  Captain,  ditto   .    .    .  9th  September,  1813. 

Brevet-Major  17th  February,  1820. 

Captain  and  Lieut. -Colonel,  ditto  .    .    .    15th  June,  1 830. 
All  these  Commissions  without  purchase. 

List  of  services  of  rrfired  LicutencDif -Colonels. 

r.W.     Cowell-Stepney,    J.    Stepney,    K.  IL,  Coldstream 
Guards  15th  June,  1830, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Cowell-Stepney  served  with  the  Cold- 
stream Guards  in  the  campaigns  of  1810-11-12-13  in  Por- 
tugal and  Spain  ;  was  present  with  his  regiment  in  the 
retreat  from  Busaco,  lines  at  Torres  Vedras,  advance  after 
j\rassena  to  Santarem,  and  the  French  army's  subsequent 
retreat  from  Portugal,  affairs  of  Bedinlia  and  Foz  d'Arouce, 
battle  of  Fuentcs  d'Onor,  siege  of  Ciudad  Podrigo,  covering 
army  of  Badajoz,  afi;iir  of  Larena,  battle  of  Salamanca,  siege 
of  Burgos  (led  a  storming  party,  18th  October),  retreat  into 
Portugal,  advance  into  Spain,  affair  of  Osma,  battle  of  Vit- 
toria,  atfair  of  Tolosa.,  siege  of  St.  Sebastian,  and  affair  on 
the  Bidassoa,  after  whicli  he  left  the  army  for  England  in 
command  of  a  detachment  in  charge  of  tlie  garrison  of  St. 
Sebastian  as  prisoners  of  war.  In  18 I  t  he  was  at  the 
bondjardment  of  the  French  lleet  at  Antwerp.    In  1815, 
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Waterloo  campaign  and  capture  of  Paris.  In  181G-17-18, 
with  Army  of  Occu])ation  in  France,  lias  the  War  j\Iedal, 
with  four  ckisps,  and  the  Waterloo  Medal,  and  is  a  K.  H. 

Tho  following  brief  notices  will  serve  to  elucidate  the 
bald  oOicial  statement  of  the  Army  List  : — 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1809,  the  stripling  of  eighteen  was 
gazetted  as  l<]iisign  in  the  Coldstream  Guards,  and  his 
first  tiist(i  of  ]i()wdor  and  ball  w.'is  in  a  scene  of  civil  strife, 
as  may  1)0  gathered  from  the  following  passage  in  the  'Pic- 
torial History  of  I'liigland,*  (vol.  vi.  page  ^)tV2)  :  — 

"  A  pr(»('!amatioji  had  bi'eii  issued  by  (Jovei'iiment  calling 
on  all  Justices  of  tlu;  IV'ace,  etc.,  to  aid  and  assist  in  sup- 
pressing all  tumultuous  meetings,  and  offering  a  reward  of 
.1500  for  the  apprehension  of  any  person  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  firing  at  or  otherwise  wounding  the  military  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty.  And  this  was  followed  by  an- 
other ])roclamation  offering  a  reward  of  £500  further  for 
the  fipprehension  of  the  person  who  had  fired  at  Ensign  Cowell 
while  on  duty  on  the  night  after  Burdett  was  lodged  in  the 
'[\)wer.^' 

Not  every  reader  may  remend)er  now  the  Burdett 
riots."  In  March,  1810,  Sir  Francis  Ihn-dett,  who  had  fre- 
quently been  the  cause  at  his  various  elections  of  much  po- 
])ular  excitemient,  published  in  Cobbett^s  '  Political  Register ' 
of  March,  1810,  a  letter  to  his  constituents  wherein  he  denied 
the  ])Ower  and  authority  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  punish 
delinrpients.  This  letter  was  voted  by  the  House  to  be 
scandalous  and  libellous,  the  writer  was  found  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  privilege,  and  the  Sjieaker^s  warrant  for  his  com- 
mittal to  the  Tower  was  issued.  The  8erjeant-at-ai'ms  did 
his  best  to  execute  the  warrant  in  the  politest  manner  by 
writing  a  note  to  Sir  Francis,  but  the  latter  signified  his 
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iiitoiition  not  to  submit  to  what  ho  deeraod  an  illegal  and 
usurped  authority.  The  mob  assembled  in  Piccadilly  to 
cheer  the  b:ironet  in  his  resistance,  and,  in  their  delighted 
excitement,  began  to  break  windows  and  throw  stones  at 
obnoxious  persons.  The  vote  for  committal  to  the  Tower 
had  been  taken  at  seven  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  Friday, 
April  G,  after  an  adjourned  debate  that  had  lasted  all  night. 
It  was  not  till  Monday  the  9tli,  when  the  populace  had 
been  in  a  state  of  semi-revolution  for  three  days,  that 
]5urdett  was  conveyed  to  the  Tower  under  a  strong  military 
escort,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  House  of  Commons  was 
vindicated.  The  mob  was  greatly  cxcit(!d  against  tlie 
troops,  some  of  their  nundjer  were  armed  with  pistols, 
and  carried  a  purple  Hag,  to  which  they  compelled  every 
carriage  that  passed  to  do  homage.  Coachmen  and  footmen 
had  to  take  off  their  hats  and  shout  Burdett  for  ever!^' 
Troops  and  artillery  were  brought  up  from  Woolwich  on 
Sunday.  Sixteen  pieces  of  cannon  were  stationed  in  St. 
James's  Park,  a  howitzer  and  six-pouncler  in  Soho  Square 
and  all  the  principal  squares,  with  matches  lighted  and 
everything  prepared  lor  immediate  Jiction.  ^leanwhile  the 
house  of  Sir  Francis  in  Piccadilly  was  blockaded,  and  on  the 
morning  of  ^londay  the  0th,  was  forcibly  entered  by  the 
officers  of  justice,  who  broke  in  at  the  kitchen  front  window. 
The  })risoner  was  handed  in'to  a  glass  coach,  and,  accompanied 
by  his  brother  and  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  was  escorted  by  a 
strong  guard  of  cavalry  aloug  the  City  Road  and  through 
Finsbury  to  the  Tower.  Two  battalions  of  Foot  Guards 
took  a  more  direct  route  through  the  City  to  the  same  spot. 
When  the  mounted  troops  returned  wx^stward  the  mob  pelted 
them  with  mud  and  stones  in  showers,  till,  losing  patience, 
opposite  the  Trinity  House  they  charged  with  drawn  sw^ords. 
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Blood  was  (Irawiij  and  firearms  came  into  play.  All  up 
Foiicliurcli  Street  the  contest  continued.  A  man  standing 
in  a  shop  in  this  street  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  car])inc 
ball,  and  many  persons  were  injured.  One  man  was  killed 
in  Piccadilly,  and  a  third  lost  his  life  while  (ittacking  the 
troops.  'V\iG  juries  at  the  coroner'^s  inquests  marked  with 
a  certain  discrimination  their  sense  of  the  dilierence  in  the 
causes  of  these  three  deaths.  The  verdict  on  the  first  two 
was  "  Wili'ul  nuirder  against  Life -guardsmen  unknown.'^ 
That  on  the  last  was     fl ustifiable  homicide.^' 

Id  connection  with  this  London  broil,  which  might  have 
grown  to  a  very  serious  tumult,  was  the  attempt  upon  En- 
sign CowelTs  life,  which  is  thus  related  by  himself: — 

In  the  spring  of  1810,  during  the  Burdett  Riots,  and  on 
tlio  very  night  of  the  day  when  Sir  Francis  was  sent  to  the 
Tower,  I  was  ordered  with  a  detachment  of  my  regiment  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  At  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing 1  left  the  House  to  walk  to  the  Horse  Guards,  in  order 
to  report  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Sir  U.  Dundas,  that  all 
was  ([uiet.  It  was  a  dark  and  very  rainy  night.  I  wore  a 
cocked  hat  and  the  military  cloak  of  a  general  ofticer  which 
my  father  had  lent  me.  As  I  W[is  passing  the  railings  of 
St.  Margaret's  Church  I  saw  a  man  on  the  other  side  of  the 
railings  step  up  to  them,  close  to  me ;  he  fired  at  mo  ;  the 
bullet  went  through  my  hat,  almost  grazing  my  head.  The 
man  ran  away,  and  I  went  on  to  the  Horse  Guards,  reported 
that  all  was  quiet  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  adding,  how- 
ever, that  1  had  just  been  shot  at, — showing  my  hat  to  Sir 
David  and  the  other  officers  assembled,  among  whom  was  the 
Duke  of  York.  This  fact  created  no  little  sensation.  A 
report  of  the  circumstances  was  drawn  up  and  submitted  to 
the  Ministers.    I  was  summoned  before  the  Trivy  Council. 
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TliG  only  witness  of  the  attempt  was  a  Lieutenant  of  H.M.S. 
Forinidable,  wlio  saw  wliat  ])asse(l,  and  corroborated  niy 
statement.  Tliis  officer  and  I  were  cross-examined  before 
tlie  Council.  A  proclamation  was  issued  otfering  a  sum  of 
£500  for  tlio  person  who  had  fired  at  Ensign  Cowell,  but  no 
clue  to  the  would-be  assassin  could  ever  be  found. 

It  has  since  struck  ine  that,  dark  as  it  was  and  muffled 
up  in  the  cloak  of  a  general  ollicer  as  I  was,  I  may  on 
the  occasion  not  improbably  have  been  taken  for  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  who  put  himself  very  prominently  forward 
in  quelling  the  disturbances  then  prevalent  in  London,  and 
whose  life  was  attempted  shortly  aftei'wards  —  within,  I 
think,  a  month  of  the  above  occurrence.  At  the  time  of 
this  attempt  I  was  on  guard  at  St.  Jameses  Palace,  and 
was  at  supper,  about  three  o^clock  in  the  morning,  as  far 
as  I  can  recollect,  when  the  Ser^-eant  of  the  ^j^uard  rushed 
into  the  room,  crying  out,  "  They  are  murdering  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  \"  ILK.IL  then  lived  in  the  Palace,  oc- 
cupying the  apartments  now  inhabited  by  the  Duchess  of 
Cambridge.  We  all  hurried  off  to  the  Duke's  house,  and, 
surrounding  the  door,  etc.,  with  a  detachment,  rushed  up 
ourselves  to  the  Duke's  bedroom.  \\  e  found  him  wounded. 
One  of  his  two  valets  had  secreted  himself  in  the  cupboard 
of  the  dressing-room  adjoining  the  bedroom.  The  duke's 
bed  stood  in  an  alcove,  hung  with  a  fringed  curtain.  The 
duke  had  been  sulfering  from  a  bad  headache,  and  went 
to  bed  with  a  compress  round  his  head.  The  assassin  then 
stole  out  of  his  cupboard,  and  taking  one  of  the  Duke's 
swords,  rushed  at  him  and  cut  at  his  head.  The  blow^  must 
liave  been  a  severe  one,  although  it  failed  in  its  object.  The 
fringe  of  the  curtain  was  cut  through,  so  was  the  compress 
on  the  Duke's  head,  and  there  was  a  bad  gash  on  his  forehead. 
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The  Duke  had  jumped  up,  and  a  struggle  had  eusued.  The 
Duke  was  again  wounded  in  tlie  shoulder,  but  being  a  stronger 
man  than  his  assailant,  succeeded  in  wresting  the  sword  from 
him,  and  in  tui'n  attacked  the  valet,  who  lied.  The  Duke  cut 
at  him,  but  the  man  was  just  closing  the  door,  in  which  a 
largo  incision  was  made  by  the  sabre  cut  intended  for  the 
valet,  'i'he  Duke  was  dangerously  hurt,  and  suffered  for  a 
lojigth  of  time.  The  marks  of  the  valet's  bloodstained  hands 
were  visible  on  the  doors  as  far  as  his  room,  which  fact  gave 
a  means  at  once  of  identifying  him,  and  of  tracing  his  line 
of  rcfi'tdt.  The  Sergeant  with  some  men  followed  the  track 
till  ho  camo  to  the  man's  door,  which  was  found  locked. 
When  burst  open  it  was  discovered  that  the  misguided 
assassin  Inid  cut  his  own  throat  with  a  razor.  His  motive 
for  attemj)tiiig  tlio  Duke^s  life  was  never  clearly  ascertained, 
l^jitlier  ho  was  paid  by  some  one  connected  with  the  Rioters 
to  do  the  deed,  or  else  he  was  actuated  by  jealousy,  errone- 
ously imputing  to  the  Duke  a  wish  to  seduce  his  wife.* 

The  following  succinct  narrative  of  Colonel  Stepney'sf 
campaignings  in  the  Peninsula  is  gleaned  from  a  book  pub- 
lished by  him  in  1851,  entitled  ^^eaves  from  the  Diary 
of  an  Oificer  of  the  Guards.* 

In  July,  1810,  ho  was  ordered  to  join  a  detachment  of 

*  Tho  evidence  at  the  coroner's  inquest  upon  Sellis,  the  valet, 
pointed  to  another  presumed  motive  for  this  murderous  attack.  The 
deceased,  who  Nvas  an  Italian,  had  conceived  a  jealous  hatred  of  his 
fellow  valet,  Neale,  to  whom  the  Duke  had  heen  kind,  notwithstanding 
ISellis's  denunciations  of  him  as  a  ro^ue. 

t  Until  he  assumed  the  surname  of  Stepney  on  succeeding  to  the 
Stepney  estates,  and  therefore  throughout  his  military  career  and  in 
all  official  documents  connected  therewith,  the  Colonel  bore  his  father's 
name,  and  was  known  as  j\Ir.  John  Stepney  Cowell.  He  wrote  also  a 
spirited  account  of  the  storming  of  liadajoz,  which  appeared  in  *  Eraser's 
Magazine  '  for  August,  iSol. 
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tlie  Guards  destined  for  tlie  fii-st  battalion  tlien  serving  under 
Lord  We]lington\s  army  in  J^ortugal, — an  army  "  drawn  ^'  as 
lie  says,  from  the  sinews  of  tlie  ])eoplej  tlie  intelligence  of 
tlio  middle  classes,  and  the  scions  of  the  titled  and  untitled 
landed  aristocracy  of  our  country,  embodied  in  arms  to  serve 
their  fatherland.  All,  from  the  private  soldiers  upwards, 
were  emulous  to  obtain  the  notice,  and  to  merit  the  good 
opinion  of  him  who  kept  up  the  energies  and  inspired 
ardour  into  the  hearts  of  those  he  commanded/^ 

After  a  tedious  and  rough  journey  in  a  ^'  creaky  old 
craft,"  the  detachment  reached  Portugal  (Figueira)  at  the 
time  of  the  retreat  from  Busaco.  A  woful  sight  greeted 
them  on  their  arrival, — the  Portuguese  nation  in  flight. 

It  appeared  as  though  no  soul  that  could  move  had  re- 
mained behind.  The  strong,  the  healthy,  and  the  young 
were  in  arms ;  the  old,  the  decrepit,  delicate  women  and 
children  were  on  foot  in  flight,  wandering  through  forest, 
heath,  and  mountain,  in  bye-paths  and  cross  roads,  over  the 
face  of  their  own  fatherland,  to  avoid  the  destroyer.  They 
carried  on  donkeys,  on  mules,  in  their  arms,  and  on  their 
heads,  all  of  their  small  worldly  chattels  that  they  could 
convey ;  the  rest  was  buried  or  destroyed,  and  nothing  left 
to  their  foe  but  bare  walls  and  empty  habitations.'^ 

The  first  view  of  Wellington  obtained  by  the  young  officer 
he  does  not  fail  to  describe.  At  the  head  of  a  numerous 
body  of  the  staff  of  the  army,  a  remarkable  and  distinguished- 
looking  officer  cast  a  hawk's-eye  glance  at  our  column  as 
he  rapidly  passed, — it  was  AV\41ington.  This  first  view 
quite  realized  my  previous  idea  of  the  hero  of  India,  of  the 
Douro,  and  of  Talavera,  now  fresh  from  Busaco.  The  mind 
which  moved  not  only  an  army  but  a  nation  in  its  defence." 
Mr.  Co  well  proceeded  with  his  regiment  to  the  lines  of 


Sotne  Notices  of  the  Stcpiieij  Fiunibj.  57 

Torres  Vcdras.  Having  moved  to  Subral,  lie  was  seut  witli 
thirty  men  of  the  regiment  to  mine  a  small  bridge  on  the 
road  to  Torres  Yedras,  and  met  with  an  adventure  in  which 
his  prompt  action  prevented  a  catastrophe. 

Having  very  inadequate  tools,  soon  rendered  useless  by 
the  heavy  stonework,  the  mining  operation  was  far  from 
complete  wlien  a  column  of  French  cavalry  appeared  in  front 
of  the  bridge.  In  this  dilemnui  it  was  tlujuglit  be.-^t  to  re- 
tire, but  the  enemy's  dragoons  already  occupied  the  road  by 
which  the  l^juglishmen  had  conic. 

''We  loaded,  however/'  says  the  diary,  ''and  made  for 
the  vineyard.  Sending  some  of  my  men  to  straggle  up  the 
shjpe,  as  though  we  had  all  retired  towards  the  heights,  I 
concealed  the  others  behind  a  stone  wall,  near  the  bridge, 
and,  as  the  enemy  reached  this,  we  gave  them  a  well-directed 
voUey,  which  unseated  some  and  rolled  over  the  horses  of 
others.  W e  then  moved  quickly  tlu'ough  the  vineyards  to- 
wards the  hills.  15y  this  time  it  became  quite  dark,  the  rain 
fell  heavily,  and  a  thunderstorm  burst  over  us.  Our  uncer- 
tain steps  were  guided  by  the  flashes  of  lightning.  After 
wandering  for  hours  among  the  hills,  we  at  last  stumbled  on 
a  small  mountain  village,  the  princijial  house  of  which  had 
been  destined  Ibr  Lord  Wellington's  head-(piarters.  This 
was  Pero  Negro.'' 

The  diarist  had,  like  his  fellow-subalterns,  to  overcome 
the  natural  repugnance  of  hiimniie  feeling  to  tlie  hori'ors  of 
war.  After  the  affair  at  liediidia,  he  wi'ites,  "  We  marched 
past  the  dead,  the  dying,  and  tlu>  wounded,  to  that  succ(\ss, 
which,  at  the  time,  made  those  casualties  less  heeded  by  the 
unharmed.  Like  some  rattling  leap  taken  in  a  fox-chase, 
it  did  not  do  in  sober  mind  to  look  back  on  what  you  had 
gone  over.    I'he  day  was  gained,  the  fatigue  was  over,  and 
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rest  at  a  merry  bivouac-lire  refreshed  tlie  weary  for  the 
coming-  day  and  contest/' 

Anything  but  merry  was  a  bivouac  in  a  pine-wood,  after 
the  retreat  of  Masscna  from  Santarem  : — 

We  liad  no  provisions  and  were  ordered  to  make  no 
fires.  It  rained  hard  through  the  night,  but  we  were  told 
to  make  ourselves  as  cornfortahle  as  Ave  could.  e  got  a 
portion  of  donkey-flesh  from  the  corpses  of  those  respectable 
animals  left  behind  by  the  enemy,  but  minus  salt,  biscuit,  or 
other  addenda. Indeed,  corn,  bread,  and  biscuits  seem  to 
have  been  rare  luxuries  among  these  warriors.  A  dollar 
for  one  ship's  biscuit  was  nut  an  unusual  price  in  certain 
crises  of  the  campaign. 

At  Fuentes  d'Onor,  Mr.  Cowcll  witnessed  an  interest- 
ing instance  of  the  intelligence  of  one  of  the  private 
soldiers.  "  Being  on  outpost  duty,  about  midnight,''  he 
says,  1  patrolled  down  to  a  vedette  of  the  1st  Hanoverian 
Hussars  On  communicating  with  him,  the  man  told  mo 
in  his  own  peculiar  English,  that  ^she  move'  (meaning 
the  enemy).  I  asked  him  his  reason  for  thinking  so  ;  he 
answered,  '  Jjisten  !  you  hear  waggon  nnd  gun  moves  on 
de  road.'  0\\  placing  my  ear  to  the  ground  I  found  this 
was  the  case.  I  then  jisked  in  which  direction  ho  thought 
they  were  moving,  he  answered,  '  From  de  left  to  de  right.' 
I  demanded  wdiy  he  thought  so,  '  Because  little  tings 
(shadows)  pass  bivouac-fire  from  der  left  to  der  right,  so 
dey  go  dat  vey.'  This  being  reported  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  Lord  Wellington  satisfied  himself  of  the  truth  of 
the  observation,  and  then  said,  ni  allusion  to  the  hussar,  '  A 
d — d  sharp  fellow  that ;  I  wish  I  had  more  of  them  !'  " 

During  the  siege  of  l^adajoz,  news  of  the  enemy  was 
given  by  two  French  soldiers,  who,  whilst  on  a  marauding 
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excursion,  from  tlieir  own  outposts,  wero  taken  prisoners  by 
i\lr.  Cowell. 

They  said  tliat  the  enemy  were  moving  from  Salamanca 
towards  Badajoz.  This  report  being  confirmed  by  Don 
Julian  Sanchez,  Sir  ]3rent  Spencer  deemed  it  necessary  to 
move  some  troops  to  Lord  AVellington's  support,  '^and 
ours  was  ordered  to  march  towards  the  south.  We  left 
Puebla  on  the  25th,  at  two  p.m.,  and  reached  Penamacor  at 
six  P.M.  of  the  following  day,  having  marched  fifty-six  miles 
in  twenty-seven  hours,  with  only  three  hours'  halt.  On  our 
arrival  we  found  we  were  "iiut  wanted  in  the  south,  but  mi<jht 
be  in  the  norths  and  received  orders  to  march  back  again.'' 

The  writer  good-humouredly  adds  : — 
This  was  a  very  pretty  exercise ;  kept  us  in  good  wind 
and  condition,  and  indulged  us  in  the  habit  of  stretching 
our  legs ;  but  it  wore  out  that  important  part  of  a  soldier's 
kit  in  service, — the  men's  shoes." 

Sir  ]3rent  Spencer  at  this  juncture  resigned,  unfortunately 
for  Mr.  Co  well,  who  had  been  promised  an  appointment 
on  that  (jeneral's  stafl'.  Another  misfortune  befell  him  in 
the  shape  of  an  attack  of  ague  while  at  Val  des  Ay  res, 
where  there  was  much  sickness  in  the  army.  He  was  much 
pressed  at  this  time  to  obtain  leave  to  go  home  on  important 
family  matters  connected  with  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Sir 
John  Stepney  ;  but  he  stuck  to  his  colours,  and  successfully 
resisted  the  temi)tation,  feeling,  from  the  dearth  of  officers, 
that  he  could  not  be  conveniently  spared.  He  wrote  to  his 
friends,  that  even  if  Sir  John  had  lel't  him  the  family  estate 
there  and  then,  which  he  had  only  done  prospectively,  no- 
thing would  persuade  him  to  leave  thut  army  or  to  go  homo 
until,  in  the  course  of  duty,  he  was  ordered  to  do  so. 

Indeed,  during  the  three  years  and  a  half  that  ho  served 


00  Some  Notices  of  the  Stepney  F<n)iilij. 

» 

in  the  Peninsula,  Mr.  Cowoll  could  justly  boast  of  having 
never  asked  for  a  day's  leave  from  his  duty.  It  was  not 
until  after  the  siege,  of  St.  Sebastian  and  the  affair  on  the 
Bidassoa,  that  he  left  for  England  in  couiniand  of  a  detach- 
ment, and  in  charge  of  the  garrison  of  St.  Sebastian  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

All  the  officers  were  aware  how  their  chief  detested  ap])li- 
cations  for  leave  or  excuses  that  took  men  from  their  duty, 
and  he  often  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  applications 
made  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  middle  of  a  bleak  November,  the  army  received 
orders  to  advance  to  the  frontier,  and  it  Avas  midnight  be- 
fore they  reached  the  miserable  village  of  Kegiosa,  after  a 
march  of  twenty-six  miles  over  a  wild  barren  countr}^  in  an 
icy  wind.  Being  very  unwell,  and  only  just  recovered 
from  ague  and  fever,  preceded  by  an  inflanniiation  of  the 
chest,  I  remember  that  march  i-ight  well, —  great  weakness 
and  raging  headache  were  my  disagreeable  companions  in 
this  day's  pedestrianism.  It  was  too  cold  to  mount  my 
horse,  and  I  led  him." 

Scarceness  of  provisions  augmented  the  hardships  of  the 
march.  One  biscuit  aud  a  small  piece  of  cheese  had  to  be 
divided  auiong  three  officers  after  this  hard  day's  work. 

At  the  cai)ture  of  Ciudad  Kodrigo  there  was  great  dis- 
appointment in  the  division  to  which  j\lr.  Cowell  belonged 
because  they  bore  no  part  in  the  assault.  "  None  certainly 
could  have  accom})lislied  the  service  better  than  those  who 
took  the  town,  still  the  regret  in  our  division  was  great  that 
■we  had  not  participated  in  the  assault.  One  day  later  and 
it  would  have  fallen  to  our  turn.  ^Vc  were  almost  tempted 
to  blame  the  prompt  decision  of  our  chief.  We  had  under- 
gone all  tlic  un})leasant  l)art,  the  dirty  work  and  its  at- 
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tendaiit  hardships,  without  obtaining  any  credit  beyond 
preparing,  in  a  steaUhy,  mole-like  manner,  the  way  for 
others  to  distinguish  themselves. 

"  When  the  distance  we  had  to  march,  the  icy  streams 
we  had  to  ford,  the  bivouacking  in  frost  and  snow  without 
fire,  the  fatigue  of  labour  and  absence  of  rest  every  fourth 
day  for  thirty-five  consecutive  hours,  were  considered,  we 
fairly  might  be  allowed  to  envy  those  who,  although  partici- 
pators in  similar  fatigue  and  privation,  had  at  least  gained 
the  honours  and  reward  to  which  their  dashing  gallantry 
had  so  fully  entitled  them. 

''But  as  there  is  no  pleasing  everybody,  we  were  obliged 
to  take  things  as  they  came ;  we  grinned  and  bore  it." 

One  of  the  most  perilous  and  exciting  of  Mr.  CowelFs 
adventures — the  leading  of  a  storming  party  at  the  siege  of 
Jhirgos  in  October,  1812 — is  not  described  in  his  book, 
'i'he  following  account  is  taken  from  an  unpublished  letter  : — 

'•'  Every  alternate  day  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  us  jolly  ensigns 
to  be  fourteen  hours  at  a  spell  in  the  trenches,  up  to  our 
knees  in  water,  ill-fed,  often  short  of  ammunition,  and  con- 
stantly under  n  hot  fire.  The  cold  was  piercing,  the  rain 
continual,  and  we  heartily  sick  of  our  work.  At  length,  by 
means  of  a  mine,  a  bi'each  was  made  in  the  outer  circle 
of  the  enemy^s  works,  but  no  lodgment  was  efiected  upon 
it.  On  the  IStli,  about  four  o'clock  of  a  dark  and  rainy 
morning  we  entered  the  trenches,  and  in  so  doing  had 
to  cross  an  open  space  of  about  thirty  yards  exposed  to 
the  eneujy's  fire,  which,  as  usual,  was  brisk.  A\^e  were 
divided  into  firing  parties,  working  parties,  and  fatigue 
parties.  I  was  posted  to  a  firing  party.  About  four  in  the 
afternoon,  Burgoyne  of  the  Engineers  came  up  to  me  and 
ordered  us  to  storm  the  castle.    The  signal  for  moving  was 


02 


Some  Notirrs  of  the  Sfrj)nci/  Fainili/. 


to  be  tlio  explosion  of  a  mine  on  our  riglit,  where  the  Ger- 
mans were  to  storm  :  if  we  did  not  hear  this  explosion,  we 
wer6  to  go  on  when  a  flag  was  waved  from  a  hill  in  our  rear, 
where  Lord  Wellington's  staff  were  standing.  We  did  not 
hear  the  explosion,  but  when  the  fhig  was  waved  we  started 
up  and  went  on  with  the  best  possible  intentions.  With  a 
party  of  thirty  men  of  my  regiment  and  three  Portuguese 
carrying  scaling  ladders,  I  pushed  on  into  the  ditch  leading 
to  the  sally-port.  We  had  scarcely  entered  it  when  wc 
found  it  ^vas  commanded  by  a  howitzer,  so  placed  as  to 
flank  our  attack.  On  perceiviug  this  the  Portuguese  threw 
down  the  ladders  and  ran  oil",  leaving  us  to  our  own  inven- 
tions. There  was  notliinGT  to  be  done  but  to  make  strai<jfht 
for  the  sally-port,  lacing  in  front  of  my  men  on  the  way 
thither,  I  escaped  the  contents  of  the  howitzer,  wdiich  at 
once  laid  eight  of  them  on  their  backs.  When  the  rest 
came  up  and  we  reached  the  sally-port,  we  attempted  to 
force  in  the  door,  but  failed.  I  sent  for  the  ladders  which 
the  Portuguese  had  left  in  the  ditch,  and  placed  them 
against  the  wall  in  order  to  escalade.  They  proved  too 
short.  I  got  to  the  top  of  one,  and  could  not  even  then 
reach  the  parapet  with  the  end  of  my  sword.  It  was  evi- 
dent we  had  no  chance  of  getting  into  the  place;  the  enemy 
brought  a  hot  fire  of  musketry  to  bear  upon  us,  and  we  had 
no  choice  but  to  retire.  Our  loss  in  the  assault  was  severe. 
Out  of  thirty  men  whom  I  commanded,  seventeen  were  either 
killed  or  wounded,  and  of  the  450  men  and  nine  officers  of 
the  Coldstreams  who  shared  in  the  onset,  sixty  rank  and 
file  and  four  officers  were  killed  or  w^ounded.  A  bullet 
had  hit  one  of  the  buttons  in  the  small  of  my  back,  and  had 
thence  glanced  off  into  the  tail-pocket  of  my  coat,  where  it 
lodged  in  my  handkerchief,  having,  however  (which  was 
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odd),  the  pattern  of  the  Coldstreams'  star  on  the  button 
distinctly  impressed  upon  it/^ 

So  hite  as  18(iU,  at  a  public  dinner  in  Fishmongers' 
Hall,  where  Field-Marshal  Burgoyne  was  present,  Colonel 
Stepney  created  considerable  anuisement  by  narrating,  in  a 
speech  he  delivered;  a  conversation  he  had  in  the  very  midst 
of*  the  siege  of  Burgos,  with  a  fellow-officer,  Mr.  Went- 
worth  Burgess.  Burgess  was  posted  to  one  of  the  advanced 
parties — Mr.  Cowell  to  a  firing-party  on  his  right.  In  the 
C(jurse  of  the  day,  the  latter  was  sent  to  order  up  more 
musket  ammunition,  and,  on  the  way,  had  a  chat  with  his 
comrade,  which  led  to  their  making  a  calculation  of  the 
amount  of  pay  each  received  for  every  hour  during  which 
they  were  being  shot  at.  The  answer  to  this  novel  kind  of 
arithmetical  problem  was,  that  Cowell,  having  got  his  steps 
without  purchase,  was  receiving  twopence-halfpenny  an 
hour  for  his  sliare,  but  that  Burgess  was  actually  paying  a 
considerable  sum  for  the  pleasure  !  An  hour  or  two  after 
this  conversation,  this  promising  young  officer  paid  for  the 
honour  of  bearing  arms  Avith  his  life,  being  bayoneted  to 
death  as  ho  scrambled  through  the  embrasures  of  the  for- 
tress. 

The  following  reminiscences  of  the  Waterloo  campaign 
are  also  from  unpublished  letters  of  Colonel  Stepney's  : — 

I  left  the  ball  and  rode  back  to  Enghien.  jMy  horse 
having  a  sore  back,  I  was  obliged  to  march  thence  on  foot 
to  Quatrebras,  a  distance  of  twenty-seven  miles.  On  reach- 
in!>-  Nivelles  we  halted  to  cook,  and  hei-e  first  heard  the 
cannonade.  AVe  upset  our  kettles,  took  to  our  knapsacks 
again,  marched  on  to  Quatrebras,  and  were  in  action  at  six 
o'clock  p.m.'' 

On  the  17th  June  fatigue  and  exposure  brought  on  a 
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severe  attack  of  dysentery,  and  Captain  Cowell,  being  soon 
wholly  unable  to  march,  Avas  carried  on  a  meat  car  to  the 
position  of  Waterloo,  which  was  reached  about  seven  in  the 
evening.  At  IMont  St.  Jean  he  met  Dr.  Smith,  the  assistant 
surgeon,  who  gave  him  restoratives  that  enabled  him  to 
rejoin  his  battalion  and  take  the  command  of  an  advanced 
picquet,  a  little  to  the  left  of  Ilougoumont.  It  rained  in 
torrents.  About  the  middle  of  the  night  his  subaltern  (the 
late  Lord  Forbes)  sent  word  that  cavalry,  supposed  to 
be  French,  were  moving  in  large  bodies  in  the  front.  Going 
forward  at  once  with  a  sergeant  and  a  hie  of  men,  ^Ir.  Cowell 
and  his  companions  stealthily  crept  on  hands  and  knees 
through  the  corn,  and  presently  perceived  a  considei-ablo 
body  of  cavalry  ahead  of  them.  Forbidding  his  men  to  fire, 
the  Captain  crawled  on  and  Jistened,  but  hearing  nothing, 
he  crept  nearer  to  the  intruders,  and  at  last  overheard 
officers  giving  the  word  of  command  and  talking  to  each 
other  in  French,  but  with  so  strong  a  ]3elgian  accent  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  about  their  nationality.  lie  spoke  to  them, 
and  ascertained  that  they  were  iV-lgian  cavalry  who  in  the 
d;irk  had  lost  their  way  anil  gut  wedged  in  between  the 
outposts  of  the  contending  armies.  A  perfect  deluge  of 
rain  continued  to  pour  down,  drenehing  the  trooj^is  to  tlio 
skin  and  makini*-  Mr.  CuwelTs  disorder  nuich  worse. 
Colonel  "Woodford,  who  cunnnanded  the  battalion  and  visited 
the  outposts  about  this  time,  saw  at  once  the  state  the  Cap- 
tain was  in,  and  ordered  him  to  be  relieved  as  unfit  for 
duty.  The  latter  made  his  way  as  best  he  could  to  the 
rear,  and  knocked  at  the  door  of  a  wretched-looking  hut, 
which  promised  to  aiford  shelter,  if  nothing  else.  Its  occu- 
pants. Colonels  Comm  and  Guy  Campbell,  then  adjutant 
and  (juartermaster-generals  of  Picton^s  division,  took  the 
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sick  man  in  for  tlie  remainder  of  the  night.  To  lie  on  a 
mud  floor  by  a  blazing  fire  under  a  suioky  cliimney^  seemed 
in  that  sore  strait  a  very  Paradise.  Though  extremely  unwell 
and  weak  in  the  morning,  Captain  Cowell  left  the  cottage 
and  made  an  attempt  to  reach  his  company,  but  Whymper, 
the  battalion  surgeon,  met  him,  and  said  that  AVoodford 
desired  he  should  be  sent  to  the  rear.  "W^ith  this  gentle- 
man's help  he  reached  the  rear,  and  was  put  on  a  baggage 
waggon,  which  had  not  proceeded  far  before  a  false  alarm 
caused  the  greatest  confusion.  Camp  fuUowers  and  scamps 
of  all  sorts  had  spread  a  report  of  the  defeat  of  the 
l^]Dglish.  French  cavalry  were  said  to  liave  broken  through 
our  line,  and  a  general  panic  ensued  among  the  drivers 
on  the  road.  All  the  baggage  waggons  started  off  at 
a  full  gallop  through  the  forest  of  Soignies  towards 
Ih-ussels;  presently  that  on  which  Captain  Cowell  lay 
ran  foul  of  au other  waggon,  was  upset,  and  the  iu valid  was 
thrown  sprawling  into  a  ditch.  Scarcely  had  he  contrived 
to  scramble  on  to  the  road  again,  when  a  body  of  troopers 
came  tearing  along  at  full  tilt,  knocked  hiui  down,  and 
galloped  over  him. 

lie  was  taken  up  and  put  on  the  baggage  cart  of  Sir 
Frederick  Adam,  which  was  going  at  the  horses'  best  pace, 
when  one  of  the  wheels  came  olf ;  placed  then  on  a  spare 
ammunition  cart  of  the  artillery,  the  Captain  was  driven  to 
within  three  miles  of  Brussels,  when  the  cart  was  ordered 
back  and  he  was  left  on  the  side  of  the  road.  There  he  lay, 
and  overcome  with  sickness  and  fatigue,  fell  into  a  sleep 
that  lasted  for  five  hours.  Of  such  sort  are  some  of  the  in- 
cidents of  glorious  war. 

The  sick  man  at  length  reached  Brussels,  whore  he  was 
laid  up  and  nursed  for  a  week.    The  account  ho  thence 
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sent  to  his  fatlier  of  the  victory  of  Waterloo  readied  IjOikIoii 
before  the  official  account,  and  was  the  first  intelligence  of 
the  event  received  by  the  Didce  of  York,  to  whom  it  was 
promptly  communicated  by  General  Cowell,  who  thus,  for 
a  second  time,  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  convey 
first  intelligence  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  higliest 
quarters.    On  the  25th  of  June,  despite  the  orders  of  the 
commandant  of  the  town,  who  endeavoured  to  retain  him 
for  garrison  duty,  Captain  Cowell,  with  two  other  officers, 
set  out  from  Brussels  on  horseback  to  rejoin  their  regi- 
ments,    ^rhey  followed  the  line  of  march  of  the  Prussian 
arm}',  and  witnessed  the  devastations  committed  by  men 
who  had  not  forgotten  Jena  and  its   humiliations.  At 
the  Chateau   of   Caulaincourt  the  English   officers  were 
most  hospitably  entertained  witli  the  good  things  of  the 
French  ^linister  by  the  Prussians,  who  were  in  possession. 
On  the  29tli  of  June  Captain  Cowell  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment, and,  though  still  far  from  well,  did  duty.     On  the 
1st  of  July  they  moved  to  Bourget,  near3^ontmartre,  to 
occupy  ground  vacated  by  Bulow's   corps,  which  moved 
towards   St.  Cloud,  where  Bliicher  was  stationed.  On 
one  occasion  when  on  duty  guarding  a  post  on  the  road 
from  Paris  to  Brussels,  near  the  Canal  of  St.  Denis,  the 
Captain  was  informed  that  a  carriage  had  endeavoured  to 
pass  the  sentries.    lie  went  to  examine,  and  found  in  it  a 
general  officer  in  full  uniform  and  in  the  greatest  state  of 
alarm  at  being  stopped.     "  He  said  that  ho  was  a  loyal 
subject  of  Louis  XVIII. ,  that  he  wished  to  join  his  King, 
and  that  were  he  obliged  to  return  to  Paris  he  should  cer- 
tainly be  hanged."  This  was  General  Lamotlie.  After  being 
detained  a  short  time  till  orders  came  from  head-quarters, 
he  was  to  the  great  relief  of  his  perturbed  mind,  escorted  by 
Lord  March  to  the  Duke  of  AV^ellington. 
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Before  Paris  capitulated,  Captain  Cowell  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  a  visit,  in  company  with  Mr.  Horace 
Churchill,  to  the  Palace  of  St.  Cloud,  where  General  Bliicher 
had  taken  up  his  residence.  The  old  Marshal  received  the 
English  officers  in  the  library,  conversing  with  them  through 
an  ni'Je  da  camp,  for  he  would  not,  if  he  could,  have  spoken 
French.  He  recognized  Captain  Cowell  as  having  mounted 
guard  over  him  in  ]jondon  the  previous  year,  when  the  allied 
nionarchs  paid  their  celebrated  visit  to  England.  He  not 
only  showed  them  over  the  palace  himself,  but,  seeing  them 
looking  at  the  handsome  books  in  the  library,  with  the  im- 
perial stamp  of  e.'igle,  crown,  and  a  large  N,  he  said  in  Ger- 
man, "  This  is  all  mine  !  take  whatever  you  like  !^'"''^The 
temptation  was  too  strong  to  resist,  and  the  young  officers 
carried  off  each  a  volume  as  a  memento  of, their  visit. 

For  some  time  Captain  Cowell  remained  with  the  army 
of  occupation,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  hardships  he  had 
endured,  seems  to  have  been  but  little  injured  in  his  physical 
fi'anie,  to  judge  by  the  amount  of  fatigue  he  Avent;  through 
on  one  occasion  in  1817. 

He  reached  Catnbrai  at  a  quarter  past  two  p.m.,  with 
despatches  for  the  Duke  from  the  English  ambassador  at 
Paris,  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay,  having  quitted  the  embassy 
at  half-past  three  the  same  morning  after  a  ball,  been  in  the 
saddle  by  four,  and  ridden  the  distance  of  twent^^-two  French 
posts  (or  one  hundred  and  ten  English  milesj,  franc  etrier, 
in  ten  hours  and  a  quarter.  He  delivered  the  despatches; 
dined  at  head-(|uarters,  by  the  Duke^s  invitation ;  attended 
that  night  another  ball  at  the  Hotel  de  Yille ;  had  an  early 
field-day  the  following  morning ;  played  a  cricket-match 
against  the  garrison  of  Valenciennes,  getting  fifty  runs  ;  at- 
tended a  lively  dinner  under  a  tent,  which  somehow  or  other 
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lasted  till  sunrise  tlio  following  day^  and  was^  after  all,  fresh 
and  iit  for  duty  as  if  lie  had  done  nothing.  "From  the 
example/'  he  Avrites,  "  of  energy  of  mind  and  activity  of 
body,  set  us  by  our  great  chief,  we  were  all,  from  spirit,  - 
training,  and  emulation,  ready  for,  and  up  to  anything,  by 
day  or  night,  in  camp,  or  court,  or  grove/' 

Colonel  Cowell,  as  we  have  already  said,  assumed,  by 
royal  licence,  the  additional  surname  and  arms  of  Stepney, 
under  the  provisions  of  a  settlement  of  the  Stepney  estates, 
cos.  Carmarthen  and  Glamorgan.  He  married  j\rd  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1820,  Mary  Anne,  dan.  of  the  Hon.  Robert 
Annesley,  second  son  of  Kicliard,  second  Earl  of  Annesley  ; 
and  secondly  on  the  lOtli  of  November,  1823,  Eupliemia- 
Jamina,  dan.  of  General  John  ^lurray,  of  Castle  ^furray. 
Queen's  Co.,  and  Glenalla,  co.  Donegal,  in  Ireland.  By  the 
first  marriage  he  had  one  son, 

William-Frederick-Ross  Cowell-Stepney,  born  the  31st  of 
May,  1821. 
By  the  second  marriage,  two  sons, 

James-Charles-^lurray  Cowx'll,  born  20tli  of  September, 
182  1.    lie  fell  at  the  battle  of  Inkermann  on  the  5th  of 
Novendjer,  1851,  whilst  leading  a  part  of  his  own  regi- 
ment against  the  Russian  columns. 
Arthur-Keppel  Cowell-Stepney,  born  on  the  2Gth  of  De-  * 
cember,  1831. 

The  saddest  part  of  this  short  history  remains  to  be  told 
in  somewhat  more  detail.  The  brief  life  and  gallant  death 
of  one  whose  parents  still  live  to  bewail  his  loss  are  in  the 
memory  of  many  who  will  read  these  lines  :  — 

James  Charles  T^Iurray  Cowell  was,  on  the  l  tli  of  February, 
1837,  appointed  by  his  Majesty  King  William  IV.  one  of 
his  four  Pages  of  Honour. 


Some  Notices  of  the  Stepney  Familif. 


On  the  demise  of  liis  Majesty  and  accession  to  tlie  throne 
of  Queen  Victoria,  her  i\Ia]esty  was  graciously  pleased  to 
name  Islr.  Murray  Co\Yell  one  of  her  Pages  of  Honour. 

He  served  in  her  Majesty^s  household  above  three  years  ; 
attended  her  on  her  Coronation,  in  June,  1838  ;  also  at  the 
House  of  Lords  when  she  announced  to  Parliament  her  in- 
tended marriage  with  Prince  Albert  of  8axe-Coburg  Gotha; 
and  afterwards  at  the  ceremony  of  her  Majesty's  marriage 
and.  its  accompanying  festivities ;  in  token  of  which  he 
received  the  gold  medal  struck  off  on  such  occasions  and 
distributed  amongst  the  Great  Oihcers  of  State  and  the 
Household. 

From  the  pageship  he  was  gazetted  to  a  commission  in 
the  Foot  Guards. 

{See  Annual  Army  List.) 

coldstream  regiment  op  foot  guards. 
James  Charles  Murray  Cowell,  Esq. 
Ensign  and  Lieutenant    ....    Se])tembcr  25th,  1810, 

without  purchase. 

Lieutenant  and  Captain  June  11th,  1817, 

by  purchase. 

Captain  and  Lieut. -Colonel  June  20th,  1851, 

without  purchiiso. 

He  fell  at  the  Battle  of  Inkermann,  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, 1851-,  while  leading  three  companies  of  his  regi- 
ment in  the  last  successful  charge  against  the  dense 
Pussian  columns  at  the  two-gun  sandbag  battery  opposite 
to  Inkermann,  and  overlooking  the  Tschernaya  valley.  Ho 
lies  buried  on  Cathcart  Hill,  near  Sebastopol,  in  one  grave 
with  seven  of  his  brother  officers  of  the  Coldstreams,  who 
all  fell  the  same  day. 

The  Crimean  medal  with  three  clasps,  to  commemorate 
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his  services  and  presence  at  tlic  first  bombardment  of  Sebas- 
topol,  on  tlie  17th  of  October;  for  the  battle  of  Bahiclava ; 
and  the  final  victory  of  Inkermann;  was  sent  to  his  father 
and  family. 

A  cenotaph  was  raised  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  by  the  re- 
latives of  those  of  the  Coldstream  Guards  who  fell  in  this 
great  battle ;  and  the  colours  of  the  regiment;  to  be  placed 
over  the  tomb,  were  presented  by  Field-Marshal  the  Earl  of 
Strafford;  Colonel,  Colonel  the  Hon.  George  Upton,  who 
commanded  it,  and  their  brother  officers,  in  estimation  of 
the  conduct  and  gallantry  of  their  comrades  who  fell.  At 
Eton  College  Chapel,  Murray  CowelFs  name  and  arms  will 
bo  found  among  those  of  his  schoolfellows  wdio  ended  their 
career  in  the  Crimea. 

Colonel  Stepney  also  erected  to  the  memory  of  his  good 
and  gallant  son,  in  the  church  of  Llanclly,  a  cenotaph  ini 
bronze,  by  Marochetti,  a  facsimile  of  that  in  marble  in  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral. 

The  services  of  these  three  officers  of  the  Coldstreams, 
General  Cowell,  Lieut. -Col,  Stepney  Cowell,  and  Lieut. - 
Col.  Murray  Cowell,  may  be  found  extending,  from  father 
to  son,  over  a  period  of  ninety  years,  in  the  Army  List. 

Colonel  Stepney's  more  prominent  services  in  the  civil 
department  of  public  life  date  from  the  time  of  his  succes-- 
sion  to  the  Llanelly  property.  In  18G2  he  was  High  Sheriff 
for  the  county  of  Carmarthen.  At  the  general  election  of 
18G8,  in  the  vigour  of  a  green  old  age,  he  stood  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  the  ])orough  of  Carmarthen  and  Llanelly,  and  ' 
defeated  his  Conservative  opponent  by  a  large  majority,  the 
numbers  being  1909  against  Glo.  He  also  rendered  valu- 
able aid  to  the  Liberal  cause  in  the  county  of  Carmarthen, 
one  of  the  seats  for  which  was  conquered  from  the  Con- 
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scrvatives,  wlio  for  tliirty-one  years  liad  enjoyed  the  posses- 
sion of  it  undisturbed.  Liberal  in  politics  and  assiduous  in 
his  attendance  at  the  House  of  Commons^  Colonel  Stepney^s 
parliamentary  conduct  is  attested  by  the  constant  appear- 
ance of  his  name  in  all  the  division  lists  of  importance. 

This  short  narrative  of  the  career  of  the  leading  members 
of  an  English  "  county  family/^  extending  through  a 
period  that  reaches  from  the  ago  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the 
reign  of  Queen  Victoria,  ends  here,  and  may  bo  concisely 
summed  up  in  the  following  terms  : — 

PUBLIC  SERVICES  RENDERED  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Alban  Stepney  served  as  High  Sheriff  for  Pembroke- 
shire three  times,  for  Carmarthenshire  once.  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Deputy-Lieutenant  of  the  county  in  the  reigns  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  James  I. 

Sir  John  Stepnc}^,  the  first  baronet.  High  Sheriff  in  IGl  1, 
and  Mayor  of  Haverfordwest  in  1(320. 

Sir  John  Stepney,  the  second  baronet.  High  Sheriff  for- 
Pembrokeshire  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  Governor  of 
Haverfordwest  in  1018. 

Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  the  fifth  baronet,  was  High  Sheriff 
for  Pembrokeshire  in  1097,  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  the  seventh  baronet,  was  a  great 
promoter  of  the  fisheries  and  collieries  of  his  county. 

Jjieut. -Colonel  Cowell  Stepney  was  High  Sheriff  for  Car- 
martlienshire,  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Deputy-Lieu- 
tenant of  the  county. 
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PUBLIC  SERVICES  RENDERED  IN  PARLIAMENT. 

Eobcrt  Stepney  sat  in  tlic  Parliament  of  Philip  and  ^lary 
for  St.  Albans  in  1555. 

Alban  Stepney  sat  for  Haverfordwest  in  two  Parliaments 
of  Elizabeth  (1585-8G),  for  Cardigan  in  1589,  and  for  Pem- 
brokeshire in  the  first  Parliament  of  James  I.  (1C03  et  serp). 

Sir  John  Stepney,  the  third  baronet,  sat  for  Pembroke  in 
the  fourth  Parliament  of  Charles  L,  and  for  Haverfordwest 
in  the  Long  Parliament. 

Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  the  fifth  baronet,  represented  Car- 
marthenshire in  Parliament  from  1711  to  1722. 

Sir  John  Stepney,  the  eighth  baronet,  held  a  seat  in  Par- 
liament, as  representative  of  MonmQuth,  for  twenty-one 
years,  from  1707  to  1788. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Cowell  Stepney  was  elected  for  Carmar- 
then in  18G8,  and  still  sits  for  that  borough. 

PUBLIC  SERVICES  IN  THE  ARMY. 

Sir  John  Stepney,  the  third  baronet,  commanded  the 
king's  forces  at  Haverfordwest  in  1G43,  when  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Parliamentarians. 

His  son,  Sir  John,  the  fourth  baronet,  was  in  the  Horse 
Guards  when  the  regiment  was  first  raised  by  King  Charles  11. 

Charles  Stepney  died  of  his  wounds  at  Cork  in  1G90. 

General  Cowell,  married  to  Justina  Stepney,  was  in  the 
Coldstream  Guards  forty- two  years,  and  served  in  Jamaica, 
in  Ireland,  and  in  various  parts  of  England  from  1779  to- 
1811. 

Their  sou,  Lieut. -Colonel  Cowell  Stepney,  was  also  in  the 
Coldstream  Guards,  and  served  in  the  Peninsular  War,  the 
AVatcrloo  campaign,  and  at  home. 
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His  son,  James  Charles  Murray  Cowell,  also  in  the  Cold- 
stream Guards,  served  in  the  Crimean  War,  and  perished 
nobly  at  Inkermann,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

PUBLIC  SERVICES  RENDERED  IN  DIPLOMACY. 

Mr.  George  Stepney,  cousin  of  Sir  John,  the  fourth  baro- 
net, was  British  Envoy  during  fifteen  years,  from  1G92  to 
1  70G,  at  eleven  different  courts  in  Germany,  to  two  of  which 
he  was  sent  twice. 

Sir  John  Stepney,  the  eighth  baronet,  represented  his 
sovereign  at  the  court  of  the  King  of  Saxony  from  1775 
to  1782,  and  performed  the  same  duty  at  the  Court  of 
Frederick  the  Great  at  Berlin  from  1782  to  1784. 

SERVICES  AT  CO  CRT. 

Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  brother  to  the  first  baronet,  was  in 
the  household  of  James  I.,  and  rescued  the  king  from  the 
water  at  Theobalds.    He  was  also  cupbearer  to  Charles  I. 

His  son,  George  Stepney,  was  Groom  of  the  Chamber  to 
Charles  11. 

Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  the  last  baronet,  was  Groom  of  the 
Chamber  (without  salary)  for  thirty-five  years  to  his  late 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

Mr.  James  Charles  Murray  Cowell  was  Page  of  Honour 
to  his  late  Majesty  King  William  IV.,  and  to  her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria. 

Note. — In  the  course  of  his  services  in  the  Coldstream  Guards,  Colonel 
Stepney  did  duty  on  guard  over  his  own  Sovereigns,  George  III., 
George  IV.,  and  William  IV.  In  the  same  way  lie  was  brought  into 
personal  contact  with  the  Emperor  Alexander  of  Ilussia  in  England  and 
at  Paris ;  the  Emperor  Francis  I.  of  Austria  in  Paris ;  the  King  of 
Prussia  in  Paris ;  the  King  of  France,  Louis  XVIII. ,  in  London  ;  two 
Kings  of  Holland  in  England  and  Belgium;  Dom  Miguel  of  Portugal 
in  England  ;  and  (^uecn  Maria  dc  Gloria  of  Portugal  at  Windsor. 
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Append  ic. 


Copy  of  the  Inscriptioms  on  the  Monuments  dedicated 
TO  THE  Memory  op  Members  op  the  Stepney  Family. 

Llanclly  FarisJt  Gliurcli. 

Reader,  wlioe're  tliou  art,  have  regard  to  tlie  unsullied 
aslies  of  Walter  Yaughan,  ye  son  of  John  Vaughan,  of 
Llanelly,  Esquire,  descended  from  the  Honorable  family  of 
Golden  Grove,  and  born  to  a  plentifull  estate.  He  had  also 
acquired  soe  many  laudable  virtues  in  his  life  that  he  de- 
serves to  be  remembered  after  his  death.  Such  was  his 
integrity,  and  soe  equall  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in 
several  offices  of  trust  under  his  Prince, — soe  constant  his 
obedience  to  his  parents, — soe  irapartiall  his  kindnesse  to  his 
relations, — soe  faithfull  his  inclination  to  his  frinds,  and  soo 
sweetly  disposed  his  temper  towjirds  all  sorts  of  men,  that 
he  died  lamented  by  all.  Anno  Domini,  1083.  -^tatis 
suae  34. 

This  Monument  his  most  indulgent  and  mournful  mother 
dedicated  to  his  memory,  which  nor  death  nor  time  can  ex- 
tinguish. 


To  the  Pious  Memory  of  Margaret,  daughter  to  Sir  Mar- 
maduke  Lloyd,  of  ]\[aesyfelin,  in  the  county  of  Cardigan, 
Kt.,  ye  Relict  of  John  Vaughan,  of  Llauelly,  in  ye  county 
of  Carmarthen,  Esquire,  cousin  to  Richard,  Lord  Vaughan, 
late  Earl  of  Carbury.  She  bore  him  fourteen  children,  six 
sons  and  eight  daughters,  but  left  only  three  behind  her  : — 
Ann,  ye  wife  of  Griffith  Lloyd,  Esquire ;  Mary,  Lady 
Williams  ;  and  Margaret,  Lady  Stepney.  She  was  (without 
flattery)  an  excellent  Wife,  a  careful  Mother,  and  a  kind 
]\[istress,  an  exemplar  of  Temperance  and  Chastity,  liberal 
but  private  in  almsgiving — hospitable,  and  not  riotous  nor 
j)rofuse, — rich,  and  not  covetous, — affable  without  fondness, 
— peaceful  without  stupidity, — devout  without  ostentation, — 
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religious  ^vitliout  superstition  or  entliusiasm.  She  lived  a 
widow  almost  34  years.  Died  January  20,  A.D.  1703. 
Aged  81. 

This  grateful  Memorial  of  her  was  erected  by  Sir  Thomas 
Stepney,  Hart.,  and  his  Lady,  whom  she  made  her  solo 
executrix. 

"  A  gracious  woman  retaineth  honour.'' 


To  the  Memory  of  John  Vaughan  Stepney,  Esquire,  obt. 
9°,  Die  Aprilis  Anno  Domini,  1730,  yEtatis  sua3  3  years,  2 
months,  and  3  days. 

C 

Blest  Inocent,  whose  race  so  soon  was  run  ; 
'Twas  but  a  step,  and  finished  when  begun ; 
So  dear  thy  virtue,  such  thy  early  bliss. 
That  many,  ripe  in  years  and  wickedness,  % 
Shall  wish,  as  often  as  they  see  thy  Shrine, 
llieir  lives  as  sinless  or  as  short  as  thine. 
Now  say  what  made  thee  go  so  soon  away  ? 
Heaven  called  me  hence,  I  could  no  longer  stay. 

This  Monument  was  erected  by  his  most  affectionate 
Parents,  John  Stepney,  Esquire,  and  Eleanor,  his  Wife. 
Anno  Domini,  1732. 


Near  this  place  rested  the  body  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Stepney, 
wife  of  John  Stepney,  Esquire,  and  daughter  of  John  Lloyd, 
of  Llangeunech,  Escj.  She  was  a  most  obliging,  endearing 
wife,  a  most  tender  but  prudent  Mother ;  happy  in  all  valu- 
able endowments,  religious  and  moral ;  constant  in  her  de- 
votions to  God,  ever  sincere  to  her  friends,  charitable  to 
the  poor,  just  and  benevolent  to  all ;  a  pattern  truly  worthy 
the  imitation  of  her  sex.  In  her  husband's  affectionate 
esteem  she  still  lives,  and  as  an  instance  of  that  esteem  this 
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monument  is  liere  erected  to  her  memory.  She  died  the 
ord  of  January,  1733.    Aged  32  years. 


Here  lie  the  remains  of  Lady  Margaret  Stepney,  wife  of 
Sir  'riiomas  Stepney,  Bart.  In  all  relations  of  life  she  was 
amiable  and  endearing,  courteous,  affable,  humane, — in  de- 
portment graceful  —  in  friendship  sincere  —  in  affection 
tender.  Ev^ery  virtue  she  sweetened  with  kindness,  and 
ev^ery  excellency  she  heightened  with  humility.  Her  piety 
was  exemplary,  her  charity  universal.  Enriched  with  these 
happy  accomplishments,  she  was  the  very  treasure  of  good- 
ness— a  treasure  never  more  valuable  or  more  to  be  desired 
than  now  when  hidden.  She  dyed  November  the  first,  1733. 
Aged  73  years.  ^ 

In  honour  to  her  memory  this  monument  was  erected  by 
her  loving  and  equally  beloved  husband.  x 


Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  j\Iiss  ^fargaret  Stepney, 
eld(>st  daughter  of  John  Stepney,  Esc{uire,  and  Eleanor,  his 
wife,  who  departed  this  life  May  (3,  1710,  aged  22  years. 


In  ^lemory  of  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  Baronet.  A  person 
less  distinguished  by  his  illustrious  descent  from  Henry  VII. 
of  England  than  by  his  numy  excellent  virtues.  In  him 
were  seen,  admired,  and  revered,  the  wisdom  of  the  Senator, 
the  publick  s})irit  of  the  Patriot,  the  ])olite  address  of  the 
Courtier,  the  sincerity  of  the  Friend,  the  more  private  vir- 
tues of  the  Good  Husband,  Parent,  and  blaster,  and,  to 
crown  all,  the  unaffected  piety  of  ye  Christian  qualities,  too 
rarely  united  in  the  same  character.    "Via  en  nostra  voca.^' 

He  died  Anno  Domini  1  7  I     aged  70  years. 

Also,  in  Memory  of  his  son,  Sir  John  Stepney,  Bart.,  who, 
})referring  the  innocent  Re})Ose  of  a  Kural  Betircmcnt  to 


AppeudiA'.  79 

tlio  noiso  and  liuriy  of  a  more  busy,  active  scene  of  life, 
chose  to  confine  himself  to  a  narrower  sphere  of  action,  al- 
though his  talents  wore  equal  to  the  greatest,  and  being- 
less  studious  of  applause  than  of  deserving  it,  his  ambition 
and  his  ha})piness  was  to  fill  up  the  several  relations  of  a 
private  life  with  the  grace  and  dignity  suitable  to  his  rank. 
'MVodesse  quam  videri."  He  died  a.d.  17'-18,  aged  50 
years. 

This  i\ronument  was  erected  by  his  son.  Sir  Thomas 
Stepney,  Baronet,  a.d.  1751,  whom  Providence  has  blessed 
with  a  promising  issue.    "  Non  deficit  alter/' 


Near  this  place  lietli  the  body  of  Thomas  Vaughan  Step- 
ney, Esquire,  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  Bart.,  and  Darao 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  born  September  1  !•,  17-14,  died  April  1, 
1745. 


In  memory  of  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  Baronet,  for  more 
than  30  years  Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  of  II. It. 11.  Frede- 
rick Duke  of  York,  K.G. 

]5orn  nth  February,  1760.  Died  without  issue  10th 
September,  1825,  when  the  Baronetcy  became  extinct.  Ho 
was  buried  in  the  Family  Vault  of  this  Church. 


Here  lies  interred  the  remains  of  Mary  Stepney,  wife  of 
Thomas  Stepney,  second  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  of 
Llant'lly,  l)ai'(jnet. 

Sli';  f  xpiifd  on  the  1  Itli  of  December,  I.^^IO,  aged  47 
ycai',-,  al't'  T  a  K^diou-i  and  paintal  ilhic.--,  which  she  bore 
witli  unexampled  fortitude  and  Christian  resignation.  Her 
(dear  understanding  and  the  sincerity  of  her  heart  were  only 
excelled  by  Ian"  une(|ualled  goodness.  'J'o  commemorate  her 
viilues,  and  record  his  ailliction,  her  husband  has  erected 
this  nKniunieiit. 


8() 


In  Memory  of  Sir  Jolm  Stepney,  of  Llanelly,  county  of 
Carmartlien,  Baronet,  representative  in  Parliament  for  the 
county  of  Monmouth,  sometime  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  the  Elector  of 
Saxony  at  Dresden,  and,  subsequently,  to  that  of  Frederick 
the  Great  of  Prussia. 

Born  19th  September,  1743.  Died  at  Turgau,  near  Te- 
meswar,  in  Hungary,  3rd  October,  1811. 

This  tablet  is  erected  to  his  memory  by  his  nephew  and 
heir,  John  Stepney  Cowell  Stepney,  of  Llanelly,  Esquire, 
Knight,  Lieutenant- Colonel  late  Coldstream  Guards. 


In  memory  of  Andrew  Cowell,  of  ColeshilT^  Bucks.  A 
General  in  the  army  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Cold- 
stream Guards,  in  which  regiment  he  served  42  years.  Ho 
commanded  the  l^rigade  of  Guards  in  the  luish  Pebellion, 
1798. 

He  died  September  21st,  1821,  aged  GO,  and  is  buried  at 
Marylebone  New  Church,  London. 

Also  his  wife,  ]\Iaria  Justina,  youngest  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Stepney,  of  Llanelly,  Bart.,  and  relict  of  Francis 
Head,  of  St.  Andrew^s  Hall,  Norfolk.  She  died  November 
9th,  1821,  aged  G5,  and  is  buried  at  Patcliam,  Sussex. 

Also  of  their  youngest  son,  AV^illiam  George  Stepney 
Cowell,  of  the  Park,  Brighton,  Sussex,  who  died,  aged  44, 
at  JMadeira,  December  10th,  183G,  and  is  buried  in  that 
Island. 

J.  Stepney  Cowell  Stepney,  of  Llanelly,  erected  this 
Tablet,  31st  day  of  ^lay,  1858.  A  tribute  of  reverence  and 
affection  to  the  memory  of  his  Parents  and  Brother. 


In  memory  of  Mary  Anne,  eldest  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Robert  Annesley  (second  son  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Annesley), 
first  wife  of  Lieut.- Colonel  Jolm  Stepney  Cowell  Stepney,  of 
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Llanelly.  She  died  at  Nice,  November  Otli,  1821,  aged  21, 
and  is  there  interred  in  the  Old  English  Burial  Ground. 

"  Many  daughters  have  done  \nrtuously,  but  thou  ex- 
celledst  them  all/' 


"  And  the  victory  that  day  was  turned  into  mourning/' 
In  memory  of  James  Charles  Murray  Cowell,  eldest  son 
of  Lieut. -Colonel  Stepney  Cowell  Stepney,  of  Llanelly,  by 
his  second  wife,  Euphemia,  daughter  of  (Jeneral  John 
Murray,  of  Glenalla,  Ireland.  Some  years  i^ige  of  Honour 
to  King  William  IV.  and  Queen  Victoria,  afterwards  Lieu- 
tenantrColonel  in  the  Coldstream  Guards.  He  fell,  aged  30, 
leading  part  of  his  regiment  against  the  Russian  column^ 
at  the  Battle  of  Inkermann,  November  5th,  1851. 

He  lies  buried  on  Cathcart  Hill,  near  Sebastopol,  with 
seven  of  his  brother  officers,  Brothers  in  Arms,  in  glory^  and 
the  grave. 


Sacred  to  the  i^lemor}'-  of  Frances,  only  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Francis  Head,  Esq.,  by  ]\faria  Justina  Stepney, 
his  wife,  of  St.  Andrew's  Hall,  Norfolk,  and  widow  of  the 
Hon''''^  George  Herbert,  fourth  son  of  Henry,  lirst  Earl  of 
Carnarvon.  She  was  born  the  21th  December,  1  780,  and 
died  at  Florence,  2nd  February,  1802.  Her  remains  are 
interred  in  tlie  Swiss  cemetery  in  that  city.  This  memorial, 
a  tribute  of  affection  and  regret,  is  erected  by  her  half- 
brother,  Lieut. -Colonel  Stepney  Cowell  Stepney,  of  Llanelly. 


St.  Peter's  Gliitrcli,  Cannartlien. 
To  the  Memory  of  Richard  Vaughan  of  Derwith,  Esquire, 
Barrister-at-Law — Chief  Justice  of  the  several  Counties  of 
Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  and  Cardigan,  where  peace  and 
harmony  were  established  by  his  influence,  honour  and  in- 
tegrity practicM  by  his  example.    To  execute  the  laws  with 
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candour  and  impartiality^  and  without  censure  or  reproach, 
was  an  arduous  task,  hut  his  knowledge  made  it  easy  to 
him,  his  humanity  rendered  it  delightful.  He  was  Recorder 
and  Representative  for  this  county  borough,  for  which, 
during  six  successive  Parliaments,  to  his  own  immortal 
honour  and  that  of  his  constituents,  he  was  never  once 
opposed.  So  long  and  so  faithfully  to  defend  the  liberties 
of  his  country  was  a  happiness  which  few  like  him  have  ever 
deservVl,  and  still  fewer  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain. 
By  the  providence  of  God  a  life  so  useful  to  mankind  was 
blest  with  length  of  days.  He  dyed  October  27th,  172i. 
Aged  71. 


'  Kinde  Reader,  Vnderneath  this  tomb  doth  lye 
Choice  elixar  of  mortalitie  : 

By  carefull  prouidence  Greate  Wealth  did  store 
For  her  Relations  and  the,  Poore. 
In  Essex  borne,  but  spent  her  gaiufuU  dayes 
In  Terra  coed,  to  her  eternall  prayse  ; 
Whereby  her  Loanes,  in  spit  of  adverse  fiites. 
She  did  preserve  Men^s  persons  and  Estates  ; 
A  greate  exemplar  to  our  Nation, 
Her  to  imitate  in  Life  and  action. 
Would  you  then  know  who  was  this  good  woman  ? 
Twas  virtuous  Anne,  the  Lady  Vavghan. 
She  died  Avgvst  the  15th,  Anno  10 72,  Being  aged  8i 
yeares. 


Llanllwch  CJiiircJi,  near  Gariiiavtlicn. 

Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  John  Vaughan  of  Court 
Derllis,  Esquire,  who  in  his  lifetime  contributed  largely 
towards  the  rebuilding  of  this  Chapel,  and  industriously 
promoted  the  same  charitable  disposition  in  others.  He 
has  by  his  last  will  devised  the  annual  payments  of  four 
pounds  for  the  cloatliing  of  poor  scholars  taught  at  the 
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charity  school  erected  on  ye  common  in  the  parish  of  Llan- 
gnnnoch ;  twenty  shillings  for  the  buying  of  bibles  for 
tlicir  use  ;  forty  shillings  for  such  minister  as  shall  officiate 
in  this  chapel;  and  ten  sliillings  towards  repairing  the  same 
for  ever. 

He  was  happily  distinguished  with  the  character  of  being 
a  devout  Cliristian,  a  tender  husband,  an  indulgent' father, 
a  sincere  friend,  an  lios])itable  neiglibour,  and  an  excellent 
magistrate.  He  lived  beloved  and  died  lamented,  Novem- 
ber IG,  1722,  in  the  GOth  year  of  his  age. 

Underneath  this  monument  lies  ye  body  of  Rd.  Vaughan 
Lloyd,  only  son  of  Tlio.  Lloyd  of  Derwith  and  Eliza,  his 
wife,  and  grandson  of  ye  above  Jn.  Vaughan,  Esqr.  Hq 
died  August  yo  5th;  1729,  aged  3  years  and  G  weeks.  \. 


LliUidthie  Chiircli. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of 
John  Vaughan,  of  Court  Derllys,  in  the  County  of  Car- 
marthen, Esquire,  and  one  of  the  coheiresses  of  her  uncle 
(her  Father\s  Brother),  Richard  Vaughan  of  Derwydd, 
Esquire,  ]3arrister-at-Law,  Chief  Justice  of  the  several 
Counties  of  Carmarthen,  Tembroke,  and  Cardigan,  and 
Kepresentative  in  Parliament  of  the  l)Orough  of  Carmartlien 
in  seven  successive  Parliaments,  whose  Father  was  John 
Vaughan,  son  of  the  Honorable  Richard  Vanglian,  of  Court 
Derllys,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  sons  of  J(jhn,  Lord  Vauglup, 
Paron  of  ]\[ullinger  hhulyn,  and  Earl  of  Carbery.  She  was 
twice  married,  iirst  to  Thomas  Lloyd,  son  of  Hugh  Lloyd,  of 
Hanyraltt,  Esq.,  by  whom  she  has  one  surviving  daughter, 
who  is  married  to  Sir  ^Thomas  Stepney,  of  Lin  nelly.  She 
was  afterwards  married  to  John  Vaughan,  of  C olden  Grove, 
]jy  wlium  she  had  no  issue. 

Lady  Stupney  lias  erected  this  moniiment  of  Jkt  (J(;ar 
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mother's  piety  and  virtue,  who  died  20th  July,  in  the  57th 
year  of  her  age,  and  in  tlie  year  of  our  redemption  1754. 


To  the  memory  of  Sir  Henry  Vaughan,  of  Derwith,  Knight, 
Colonel  to  his  late  sacred  Majesty,  Charles  the  First,  who 
died  a  member  of  Parliament  the  2Gth  day  of  Deer.,  1G7G, 
aged  63. 


To  the  memory  of  Elizabeth,  Lady  Stepney  of  Derwith, 
wife  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Stepney,  Bart.,  of  Llanelly,  in 
the  County  of  Carmarthen,  and  mother  of  Sir  John  Stepney, 
Baronet,  many  years  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  to  the 
Courts  of  Dresden  and  Jierlin,  and  Member  of  Parliament 
for  the  town  of  Monmouth  twenty-one  years. 

She  had  also  by  this  marriage  the  present  Thomas  Step- 
ney, Esq.,  and  a  son  named  Thomas  Vaughan  Stepney,  who 
died  in  his  infancy,  and  three  daughters.  She  was  born 
March  28tli,  1725,  and  died  the  9th  June,  1795. 

The  sweet  companion  and  the  friend  sincere, 

Need  not  a  sculptor's  art  to  force  the  tear ; 

In  heartfelt  numbers  never  meant  to  shine, 

'Twill  flow  eternal  o'er  a  Hearse  like  thine, 

'Twill  flow  while  sense  and  Goodness  have  one  friend, 

Or  kindred  tempers  have  a  tear  to  lend. 

Lady  Stepney  is  buried  in  a  vault  abutting  on  the  Church 
Wall. 


Appoidic. 
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THE  LONG  PARLIAMENT,  IGIO,  AND  THE 
REFORMED  PARLIA:\[ENT,  18G9. 

(i'Vow*  Notes  and  Queries.') 

Whatever  tlie  new  Reform  may  eventually  accom- 
plish, it  has  not  yet  obliterated  the  local  influence  of  the 
English  gentry.  Nearly  two  hundred  and  thirty  years  have 
passed  since  the  election  of  the  Long  Parliament  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  yet  we  may  see  many  of  the  old 
names  reappearing  in  the  Reformed  Parliament  of  Queen 
Victoria,  as  representatives  of  towns  in  the  sauio  districts, 
and  in  some  cases  of  precisely  the  same  })laces.  Thus,  an 
Ashton  (Assheton)  then,  as  now,  represented  Clitheroo ; 
a  Corbett,  Shropshire ;  a  Kniglitley,  Northampton ;  a  Lloyd, 
Cardigan ;  a  Montagu,  Huntiugdonshirc ;  a  Morgan,  Bre- 
conshire ;  a  Newport,  Shropshire ;  a  Noel,  Rutlandshire ;  a 
Parker,  Suffolk ;  a  Russell,  Tavistock ;  and  a  Whitmore, 
Ih-idgenortli.  But  the  following  list  will  show  more  clearly 
the  hereditary  influence  of  the  English  gentlemen  in  the 
present  Parliament;  the  Members  in  1869,  whose  name  aro 
given  in  the  second  column,  being  (so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained) the  dii'oct  lineal  descendants  of  those  who  sat  in  the 
Long  Parliament,  1010: — 

ILong  parliament,  10^0.  Kc5a  l\fformrft  yarliamrut,  ISCO. 

Sat  for  Sits  for 

Arthur  Anricsley,  Kadnorisliire.  Liout.-Col.  Annesley,  Cavau. 

lialpk  Asliton,  Clitliero.  Jvalpb  Assheton,  Clithcro. 

Sir  II.  Berkeley,  Ih-hestcr.  Hon.  H.  F.  Berkehy,  Bristoh 

]\Iicha^l  Biddulph,  Lichfield.  ^Michael  Biddulpli,  Jl erefordshire 

John  Bingham,  Shaftesbury.  Viscount  Bin^liam,  Mayo. 

Francis  BuUer,  East  Looe.  Sir  A.  W.  BuHer,  Liskeard. 

Kobert  Cecil,  Old  Saruni.  Lord  E.  Cecil,  l^ssex. 

Sir  Hugh  Cholmley,  Si-arboro'.  Sir  M.  J.  Chohnelc}',  Lincolnshire. 

Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  East  llctford.  Sir  B.J.  Clifton,  Kottingham. 

Robert  Clive,  Bridgenorth.  Hon.  G.  H.  W.  W.  Clive,  Ludlow. 

Sir  John  Corbett,  Shropshire.  Col.  E.  Corbett,  Shropshire. 

Sir  John  Curzon,  Derbyshire.  Viscount  Curzoji,  Leicestershire. 
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Lord  George  Digby,  Dorsetshire. 
Edward  Dowse,  Portsmouth, 
liichard  Edwards,  Christchurch. 
Sir  C.  Eijferton,  Eipon. 
Sir  J.  Fiiu-li,  Winchilsea. 
Hon.  W.  Fitzwilliam,  Peterboro'. 
Sir  H.  Herbert,  Bewdley. 
Sir  Thomas  Ingram,  Thirsk. 
G.  Kekewich,  Liskeard. 
Sir  N.  Knatclibull,  Eomney. 

Eichard  Knightley,  Northampton. 

Peter  Legli,  Newton,  Lancashire. 

Sir  R.  Levison,  Newcastle-under- 
Lyrae. 

Sir  W.  Litton,  Hertfordsliire. 
AValter  Lloyd,  Cardiganshire. 
Sir  S.Montague, Huntingdonshire. 
"William     organ,  lireeknoekshire. 

Sir  E.  Newport,  Shropsliire. 

Hon.  Baptist  Noel,  Eutlandshirc. 

Sir  Dudley  North,  Cambridgeshire. 

Sir  eJ.  Northeote,  Ashburton. 

Sir  E.  Onslow,  Surrey. 

Sir  J.  Packington,  Aylesbury. 

(t.  Palmer,  Stamford. 

Sir  J.  Parker,  Sullolk. 

Sir  T.  Pelham,  Sussex. 

Sir  W.  Portnian,  Taunton. 

Sir  J.  Eamsden,  Northallerton. 

Lord  W.  Eussell,  Tavistock. 

F.  Eussell,  Cambridgeshire. 

Sir  John  Sle])ney,  Haverfordwest. 

'J'homas  Th}  )in,  Sallash. 

John  Trevor,  Flintshire. 

Sir  U.  Verney,  Aylesbury. 

Sir  E.  Vivian,  Tregony. 

Sir  T.  AVliitmore,  Bridgenorth. 

Sir  E.  Wynn,  Caernarvonshire. 


K.  T.  Digby,  Queen's  County. 

Eichard  Dowse,  Londonderry. 

H.  Edwards,  ^\^cymouth. 

Sir  P.  de  M.  G.  Egerton,  Cheshire. 

G.  E.  Finch,  Eutlandshire. 

Hon.  C.  W.  Fitzwilliam. 

Et.  Hon.  P.  E.  Herbert,  Shropshire. 

Meynell  Ingram,  StaflTordshire. 

S.  T.  Ivekewicli,  Devonshire. 

E.  K.  Knatchbull-Hugessen,  Sand- 
\i  ich. 

Sir  E.  Knightley,  Northampton- 
shire. 

G.  C.  Legh,  M.  Cheshire. 
W.  K.  Legh,  E.  Cheshire. 
Hon.  E.  Leveson-Gower,  Bodmin. 

Sir  H.  Lytton-Bulwer,  Tamworth. 
Sir  T.  Lloyd,  Cardigan. 
Lord  E.  Montagu,  Huntingdonshire. 
IMajor  J.  C.  Morgan,  Brecknock- 
shire. 

Viscount  Newport,  Shropshire. 
Hon.  G.  J.  Noel,  Eutlandshire. 
Lt.-Col.  J .  S.  North,  Oxfordshire. 
Sir  S.  J.  Northeote,  Devonshire. 
G.  Onslow,  Guildford. 
Sir  J.  Packington,  Droitwich. 

G.  H.  Palmer,  Lincoln. 
]\hijor  W.  Parker,  Suffolk.  ' 
Lord  Pelham,  Lewes. 

II.  W.  P.  Portman,  Dorset. 
Sir  J.  Eamsden,  jNlonmouth. 
A.  Eussell,  Tavistock. 

F.  C.  JL  Eussell,  Bedfordshire. 
Colonel  Stepney,  Cacrniarihen. 
Lord  II.  F.  Thyniie,  So.  AVdts. 
Lord  A.  \i.  II.  Trevor,  Downshire. 
Sir  II.  Verney,  Buckingham, 
ilon.  J.  C.  W.  Vivian,  Truro. 

H.  "Whitmorc,  Bridgenorth. 

C.  II.  AV\  Wyuu,  Montgomeryshire. 
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At  tlic  same  time  it  must  l)e  iicknowlctlg-eil  that  man  , 
names  of  i\remljei'.s  of  tlie  Long  Parliament,  wliieli  were  also 
i'amiliar  names  in  the  last  and  preceding  ]*arliaments,  have 
disappeared  from  the  list,  and  been  re})laeed  by  ^'  shoddies 
and  new  men.  Thus,  we  find  in  the  Long  Parliament  list 
the  following  names  : — Sir  AV.  Bowyer,  Staffordshire ;  Sir 
J.  Burgoyne,  AVarwickshire  ;  Lord  E.  Clinton,  St.  MichaeFs  ; 
Sir  J.  Coke,  Derbyshire Viscount  Cranbourne,  Hertford; 
Sir  E.  ])ering,  Kent;  Sir  John  Fenwick,  Nfjrthumberland ; 
]\L'.  John  Ifampden,  ]5uckinghamshire ;  lion.  J.  Herbert, 
AViltshire;  Mr.  P.  Lascelles,  Thirsk;  Sir  E.  Littleton,  Staf- 
fordshire; iMr.  AValter  Long,  Ludgershall  ;  Sir  T.  Middle- 
ton,  Denbighshire  ;  Viscount  i\bjnsou,  Peigate ;  Mr.  F. 
Stanhope,  ^ramworth;  Sir  II.  Strickland,  Aldborough ;  and 
Sir  S.  AVentworth,  l^ontefract.  The  families  to  which  these 
^lembers  belonged  still,  for  the  most  part,  retain  their 
hereditary  influence  in  their  respective  localities,  though 
they  have — it  may  be  for  only  a  time — disappeared  from  the 
jiarlianu'utary  lists. 


riilNTKI)  BY  TAYLOH  AND  CO., 
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NOTICES  OF  THE  STEPNEY  FAMILY.- 


The  forcp^oiiif^  l)riL'f  liistory  can  in  no  way  bo  more  fitly 
concluded  tliau  by  the  following  copy  of  an  authentic 
aniiouneenient  which  appeared  in  the  ^  London  Gazette'  of 
Friday,  September  loth,  1871  : — 

*•  Whitehall,  Scp/cmhcr  I3th,  1871. 
"  The  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  direct  letters  patent  to 
"be  passed  under  the  Great  Seal,  granting  the  dignity  of 
"a  Baronet  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
"  Ireland  unto  John  Stepney  Cowell  Stepney,  of  Llanelly, 
"  in  the  county  of  Carmarthen,  Ksquire,  and  to  the  heirs 
''male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten. 

The  first  communication  on  the  subject  naturally  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Prime  Minister,  and  is  dated  from  a  place 
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2  Notices  of  the  Stepney  Family. 

tliat  acquired  some  renown  in  consequence  of  a  speech 
delivered  during  tliat  visit,  and  wliicli  was  variously  criticized 
as  Mr.  Gladstone's  "  Whitby  Speech/' 

"  ^YIIITBY,  August  29th,  1871. 

"  My  dear  Colonel  Stepney, 

"  I  have  much  pleasure  in  acquainting  you  that  the 
Queen  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  a  recommendation 
submitted  by  me  for  raising  you  to  the  Baronetage. 
Directions  have  been  given  accordingly.  Your  promotion 
is  not  with  a  batch,  but  solitary,  which  I  hope  will  render 
'it  not  less  acceptable. 

I  am  very  glad  it  falls  to  my  lot  to  make  the  announce- 
ment to  you. 

"  Believe  me  always, 

"  Faithfully  yours, 

"W.  E.  Gladstone.'' 

The  reader  will  perceive  the  signalization  of  the  honour. 
The  official  letter  of  the  Garter  King  followed  closely  that 
of  the  Prime  IMiuister: — 

"  CoLLEGK  OF  ArMS,  DoCTOUS*  CoMMONS, 

"  London,  August  30th,  1871. 

My  dear  Colonel, 

"  It  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  inform  you  privately 
that  instructions  have  been  given  for  your  creation  to  the 
dignity  of  a  Baronet.  Mr.  John  Streatfeild,  of  the  Home 
Office,  will  write  you  officially  on  the  subject  by  the  next 
post.  I  have  suggested  the  enclosed  as  your  proper 
description,  and  recommend  you  to  adopt  it.    If  you  wish 
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the  addition  of  your  London  residence,  it  can  be  added, 
but  I  advise  you  to  take  the  simple  description  of  Lhnnelly. 
I  have  told  Mr.  Streatfeild  that  I  will  furnish  the  requisite 
certificate  as  to  your  right  to  arms,  and  the  record  thereof, 
and  of  your  pedigree  in  this  College.  This  is  necessary 
before  the  Great  Seal  can  be  affixed  to  the  patent  of 
Baronetcy. 

^^Be  assured  that  I  will  see  to  the  completion  of  the 
Patent  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  Nothing  can  be 
done  until  you  send  your  approval  of  the  enclosed. 

"  I  conclude  with  offering  you  my  sincere  congratula- 
tions on  this  mark  of  Her  Majesty's  favour  ;  and  trusting 
you  may  for  many  years  be  spared  to  enjoy  the  distinction 
you  so  justly  merit. 

"  Believe  me, 

^'  My  dear  Colonel, 

Yours  most  faithfully, 
"Albert  W.  Woods, 


It  would  be  no  subject  of  surprise  to  any  one  that  Colonel 
Cowell  Stepney,  the  only  officer  sitting  in  the  House  of 
Commons  who  had  been  present  at  the  battles  of  Salamanca 
Vittoria  and  AVaterloo,  should  receive  a  mark  of  Her 
Majesty's  favour  as  a  reward  for  lengthened  military  service. 
The  following  letter  from  the  Honourable  Mr.  Clyn,  Sccrc;- 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  seems  to  show  further,  that  tlie 
Coloners  parliamentary  services  Avere  not  overlooked  by 
the  leaders  of  his  party. 
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"  House  of  Commons, 

"  Aitffust  IWi,  1871. 

^'  My  dear  Colonel, 

^'  I  am  so  very  sorry  to  hear  of  your  indisposition,  and 
I  sincerely  liope  tliat  it  will  be  of  short  duration. 

*^  I  have  })aired  you  for  the  Session  with  ]\Ir.  Pemberton 
(East  Kent),  and  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  returning 
you  my  cordial  thanks  for  your  ungrudging  attention  to 
your  parliamentary  duties, — attention  which,  I  fear,  must 
have,  not  unfrequently,  occasioned  you  much  inconve- 
nience. 

I  shall  be  ghid  to  hear  that  your  health  is  re- 
established. 

"  Yours  truly, 

'^George  G.  Glyn.^^ 


Congratulations  poured  in  from  all  quarters — froTU  rela- 
tives, fjiends,  and  parliamentary  colleagues  on  both  sides 
of  the  House.  The  following  note,  though  a  little  high- 
pitched,  sums  up  the  feelings  of  many  friends  on  the 
occasion  with  much  succinctness  and  point. 

Plas  Madoc,  Euabon, 
September  Tth,  1871. 

"  My  dear  Sir  John, 

I  can  truly  assure  you  that  no  act  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Government  has  given  more  unqualified  satisfaction,  or 
more  compensation  fur  what  son^e  of  us  regard  as  his  short- 
comings, than  Her  Majesty's  recogiiitiun,  through  him,  of 
your  long-dehiycd  claim  to  baronetc3\ 

"I  trust  you  will  pardon,  on  this  ground — the  public 
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feeling  of  Wales — the  iiitrusiun  of  this  congratulation,  and 
the  sincere  expression  cf  my  wish  that  you  may  for  many 
years  continue  to  enjoy  your  healtli,  and  the  indomitable 
spirit  which  has  carried  you  so  well  through  every  campivigu 
of  civil  and  military  life. 

Very  truly  yours, 

^^G.   II.  WlIALLEY." 

Sir  Francis  Head  sent  the  following  characteristic 
note  : — 

"13,  Montague  Place,  AVoutuino, 

"  Stjjlemhcr  VJl/t,  1871. 

"  My  dear  Stepney, 

''As  I  am  sure  that  the  late  '  Gazette^  will  have  caused 
you  to  be  overwhelmed  with  letters,  I  have  delayed  for  a 
few  days  to  oiler  you  ni}'  sincere  congratulations  on  tlio 
hereditary  honour  that  has  just  been  conferred  upon  you. 

"  We  ai'e  a  couple  of  very  uld  birds,  but  I  am  glad  that 
you  still  are  blessed  with  activity  of  both  body  and  mind. 
Lady  Head  joins  with  me  in  kindest  regards  to  you,  and 
best  compliments  to  Lady  Stei)ney. 

"  Ever  yours  very  faithfully, 

''F.  13.  Head." 

Sir  Francis  was  boru  in  1 793,  and  therefore  is  tlie 
younger  •  ])ird^  of  the  two,  though  not,  as  would  appear 
i'rom  the  em})hasized  'you'  of  the  note,  quite  so  strung  on 
the  wing  as  Sir  John  Stepney. 

The  next  letter  is  from  an  old  brother  ofBccr,  Sir  Ethnund 
Saundersoii  Prideaux,  who  was  also  born  in  1793: — 


6 


Notices  of  the  Siepneij  Family. 


**  Nkthekton  Hall,  Honiton, 

"  September  26th,  1871. 

"My  dear  Sir  John  Stepney, 

"  I  am  now  about  to  make  some  amends  for  an 
omission  in  my  former  note,  in  not  having  affixed  to  your 
newly-acquired  title  the  honours  you  had  achieved  in  the 
service  of  your  country. 

"  Be  so  good  as  to  accept  this  expLanation  and  apology, 
as  I  consider  it  was  a  stupid  blunder  in  one  who  can 
claim  the  privilege  of  having  served  under  the  illustrious 
Wellington  as  an  ensign  in  the  53rd  Regiment  in  the  years 
1813  and  181  1. 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  merit  acquired  by  such  length  of 
brilliant  service  as  yours,  ought  to  be  prized  beyond  other 
accidental  distinction  of  birth  or  fortune. 

Sincerely  hoping  we  may  soon  meet  at  our  old  club, 
allow  me  to  remain,  my  dear  Sir  John, 

"  Very  sincerely  yours, 

"  Edmund  S.  Pkideaux.'* 

The  Earl  of  Arran,  who,  though  junior  to  the  two  gentle- 
men last-named  was  an  old  friend,  wrote  the  following 
cordial  lines  : — 

*'  GuEAT  Malvehn,  Wokcestershire, 
"  September  18M,  1871. 

"My  dear  Baronet, 

"  I  cannot  let  this  event  arrive  without  offering  my 
sincere  congratulations.  The  honour  has  been  well  merited, 
and  long  may  you  wear  to  enjoy  it.  Our  kind  regards  to 
Lady  Stepney.    We  are  at  this  lovely  place  for  a  month. 

"  Yours  most  sincerely, 

"  Arhan. 

"  I  hope  you  will  have  taken  your  uncle's  supporters.^' 
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Another  friend,  Mr.  Henry  Porter  Smith,  writing  on 
other  matters,  begins  with  feHcitations  : — 

"  Let  me  first  of  all  congratulate  you  and  Lady  Stepney 
on  the  well-earned  honours  which  have  at  last,  fallen  on 
you,  earned  by  civil  service  in  the  heated  Commons,  and 
by  military  claims  in  the  tented  field,  and  by  those  heredi- 
tary titles  which,  in  all  well-constituted  communities,  are 
the  accumulated  duties  from  father  to  son,  which  culminate 
at  last  into  honours  received  from  them,  and  transmitted 
through  them  to  their  names  and  properties/^ 

And  again  ten  days  later : — 

"  T  have  been  waiting  for  the  '  Gazette  *  to  send  my 
ofjicial  congratulations,  my  hearty  and  earnest  rejoicing 
with  you  over  the  end  of  the  long- delayed  justice  to 
claims  you  have  had  long — long  ago.  Pray  assure  Lady 
Stepney  again  that  I  am  delighted  that  tin's  new  form  of 
designation  has  come  to  do  her  social  right.  Of  course  it 
can  add  nothing  to  her  high  qualities — the  gold  must  bo- 
the  gold — but  it  circulates  more  easily  and  with  more 
popular  appreciation  with  the  lloyal  Stamp  on  it.''' 

A  letter  from  Mr.  AVilliam  ]5odham  Donne  adds  a  charm 
to  the  correspondence,  as  this  brief  extract  will  show  : — 

*'  '  Kneel  thou  dow  n,  Diilip,  but  arise  more  great — 
Arise,  Sir  liieliarJ,  and  LMautagcnct !  * 

"Most  heartily  do  I  rejoice  that  honour  has  been  con- 
ferred on  one  to  whom  honuur  is  due,  both  as  a  soldier  and 
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a  citizen.  Accept  my  congratulations,  and  convey  a  double 
amount  of  them  to  Lady  Stepney.  ^Liberty/  says  the 
Mantuan  bard,  Hooked  down  on  me  though  late  in  the 
day/  and  your  title  ought  to  have  been  given  and  granted 
when  you  first*  came  to  the  Stepney  Estate.  Better  late 
than  never,  and  may  you  long  hold  up  and  hold  fast  the 
'bloody  hand.^^^ 

Another  cordial  letter  of  congratulation,  signed  Northy, 
is  prefaced  by  a  quotation  of  later  date  and  less  elevated 
style  than  that  of  Shakespeare,  Lang  life  to  your  Honor  ! 
the  new  Bar^n't !"  but  there  is  no  mistake  as  to  the  hearti- 
ness of  the  writer's  good  wishes. 

Among  the  numerous  contributions  from  relatives  the 
following  letter  is  selected,  because  it  bears  a  distinct  im- 
pression of  the  tremendous  events  that  marked  the  year 
187L  Mr.  Amiesley,  a  brother  of  Sir  Jolm  Stepney's  first 
Avife,  serves  in  the  Prussian  Life-Guards,  and  exhibits  ouly  a 
praiseworthy  esprit  de  corps  in  his  laudation  of  the  Prus- 
sian army. 

"GuiiLiTZ,  October 'loth,  187L 

"My  dear  Stei'ney, 

On  my  return  home,  after  an  absence  of  four  months, 
George  informed  me  that  you  have  ]>een  created  a  baronet, 
which,  I  can  assure  you,  has  given  me  the  greatest  pleasure 
to  hear,  and,  therefore,  send  you  my  warm  and  sincere  con- 
gratulation. 

At  last  you  have  received  a  recompense  for  the  services 
you  have  rendered  your  country,  as  well  in  your  military  as 
in  your  political  career,  and  which  I  consider  you  well 
deserved. 
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This  summer  I  went  for  the  waters  to  Marienbad,  then 
travelled  through  Tliuringeu  (including  Cassel  and  Wil- 
helrashohe),  Heidelberg,  Stuttgardt,  Baden  Baden,  Elsass, 
and  Lothringen,  Strasburg,  went  over  the  fields  of  battle, 
Weissenburg,  Forbach,  and  Spicherenhohe,  as  well  as  to 
Metz,  St.  Privat,  and  St.  Marie  aux  Clicnes,  wdiere  1  visited 
poor  Henry  Annesley's  grave;  then  proceeded  on  to  Trier, 
down  the  j\rosc>l  by  steamboat,  and  on  by  the  train  through 
Brussels  to  Blenkenberg,  a  new  sea-bathing  place  close  to 
Ostend.  After  three  weeks'  bathing,  I  returned  home  up 
the  llhine  to  Mayence  and  Berlin. 

^'  George  and  the  two  Millicents  are  about  starting  for 
]\retz,  to  place  a  monument  over  their  son's  grave,  after 
which  they  intend  going  to  London,  so  that  perhaps  they 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  again. 

"  When  last  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dining  with  you  iu 
18G8,  perhaps  you  may  recollect  that  the  conversation  at 
dinner  turned  on  the  war  of  18GG,  and  the  brilliant  style  the 
Prussians  gained  their  battles  and  the  campaign  over  the 
Austrians.  You  then  attributed  our  successes  to  our  hrcech- 
lodilers  aolcJij,  to  which  I  could  not  agree.  I  am  sure  now, 
after  this  last  war  of  1870-71,  you  mud  adiiut  you  irrre 
irrong  ! 

The  French  had  better  breech-loaders,  mitrailleuses, 
field-marshals,  tuid  general  ofiicei's,  who  had  gained  their 
laurels  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  together  with  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  French  army  being  the  finest  in  the  world.  I 
will  say,  that  notwithstanding  all  this  combined,  we  beat 
them  wherever  we  met  them,  in  every  engagement,  in  every 
battle  !  I  am  sure  you  will  now  confess  that  it  was  not  our 
needle-gun  that  did  all  this  in  both  cauipaigns,  but  that  it 
was  the  superiority  of  our  army  in  evcrij  rvtipcd ;  that  our 
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generals,  the  general  state  of  the  army,  our  officers,  the 
bravery  of  our  men,  the  intelligence  from  the  highest  com- 
mandev-m-chiiii  down  to  the  loirest  drummer,  the  discipline 
and  the  organization  of  the  army.  I  maintain  that  it  was 
all  this  combined  that  has  now  promoted  us,  and  has  made 
us,  and  given  us  the  name  of  being  now  the  fn-st  army  in 
the  world  !  Now  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Stepne}^,  may  He 
keep  you  in  healtli,  and  give  you  a  long  life  to  enjoy  the 
honour  conferred,  and  with  love  to  Euphemia,  oh  !  pardon 
me,  Lady  Stepney,  I  ought  to  say. 

"  Believe  me  ever, 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

"  Francis  C.  Annesley/' 

Good  wishes  are  offered  in  a  more  peaceful  strain  by 
Mr.  Gulston,  a  cousin  of  Sir  John's  on  the  Stepney 
side  : — 

*'  DiKLETON,  LlaNGADOCK,  CaKMAKTHEKSHIEE, 

"  September  20ih,  1871. 

"  My  dear  Sir  John, 

It  is  with  real  pleasure  that  I  have  just  seen  that  the 
Queen  has  been  pleased  to  create  you  a  baronet,  and  I  at 
once  write  to  congratulate  you  on  such  good  fortune.  I 
can  only  hope  that  you,  and  also  Lady  Stepney,  may  long 
enjoy  your  present  honours,  and  continue  in  the  possession 
of  the  health  and  happiness  you  now  have.  I  so  seldom 
come  to  town,  and  then  only  for  a  few  hours,  that  I  fear  we 
shall  nerer  meet,  and  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  personally 
congratulate  you.  Pray  present  my  kind  compliments  to 
Lady  Stepney,  in  the. which  Mrs.  Gulston  would  have  joined 
me  but  she  is  at  present  on  a  visit  to  her  brother. 
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"  Perhaps  you  have  ah'eady  heard  of  Miss  Gulston  and 
A.  de  Rutzen^s  engagement,  and  I  remain. 
My  dear  Sir  John, 

Yours  most  faithfully, 

"Alan  J.  Gulston.'" 

The  following  letters  from  Lady  Llanover,  Mr.  H.  Salus- 
bury  Milman,  and  from  two  gentlemen  of  the  law,  exhibit 
the  feeling  of  gratification  with  which  the  writers  view  the 
revival  of  an  ancient  baronetcy  : — 

"9,  Geeat  Stanhope  Steeet,  Mayfaik, 
"  Odoher  28th,  1871. 

"  Dear  Lady  Stepney, 

"  Accept  my  sincere  congratulations  on  the  very  pro- 
per recognition  lately  made  of  the  claims  of  Sir  J.  Cowell 
Stepney  to  represent  in  his  own  person  the  same  dignity  as 
his  ancestors.  I  cannot  add  more  than  that  I  am  just 
returned  from  Switzerland,  where  I  am  happy  to  say  I  left 
my  dear  sistei"  (the  Baroness  de  Bunsen)  much  better  than 
wlien  I  arrived.  I  am  flying  this  London,  but  a  little  busi- 
ness will  keep  me  till  the  middle  of  the  week.  With  best 
compliments  and  regards  to  Sir  J.  Stepney, 

'^I  am,  dear  Lady  Stepney, 

"  Yours  very  sincerely, 
"Aug.  Llanover.'' 

"  The  Dow.  Lady  Eodney's, 

"Old  Alresfokd,  Hants, 

"  Safurdai/,  Sept.  IGlh,  1871. 

"  My  DEAii  Colonel, 

"  Permit  me  to  off'er  my  hearty  -congratulations  on  the 
revival  of  the  ancient  baronetcy  of  Stepney  in  yourself.  I 
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feel  sure  that  you  regard  the  honour  just  coDferred  on  3  0U 
in  this  lights  as  further  identifying  you  with  the  fiimous 
family  which  you  represent,  not  as  a  mere  new  title  such  as 
new  men  desire.  ^ 

"  Since  we  met  I  took  my  girls  to  Dieppe  and  left  them 
there  cn  i>ensioi},  intending  to  return  and  fetch  them 
home  about  tlic  middle  of  October. 

AVe  introduced  ourselves  to  your  three  nieces  (whose 
address  was  given  to  me  by  Arthur),  and  were  most  kindly 
received  for  your  sake.  The  acquaintance  which  has  sprung 
up  gives  great  pleasure  to  us  all,  and  especially  to  my 
daughters  in  my  absence. 

"  The  j\Iiss  Herberts  were  daily  awaiting  arrangements 
which  would  enable  them  to  return  to  Paris,  and  Miss  Kate 
desired  me  to  say  that  as  soon  as  their  movements  w(u-o 
decided  upon  slie  would  write  to  you.  I  hope  that  you  are 
none  the  worse  for  the  late  arduous  session,  and  are 
thoroughly  resting  both  in  mind  and  body. 

With  kindest  regards  to  Lady  Co  well  Stepney, 

I  remain, 

^'  Vours  very  truly, 
^ai.  S.  Mjlman.'^ 

•*3G,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  London, 

"  Sept.  S(/i,  1871. 

"  Dear  Sir  John, 

I  must  write  a  few  lines  to  say  how  pleased  I  was  to 
see  that  the  Queen  had  been  pleased  to  revive  the  old 
Stepney  title  in  your  person. 

"  Mr.  Gladstone  has  done  himself,  as  well  as  you,  honour, 
and  I  fancy  that  not  even  the  'Standard^  could  carp  at 
what  ho  has  done.    1  trust  you  will  live  many  years  yet  to 
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do  credit  to  the  title,  and  to  see  a  grandson  born  to  continue 
tlie  good  old  line. 

^'  I  liave  read  with  much  interest  an  account  in  the  '  South 
Wales  Press/  which  was  sent  me  by  Rosser,  probably  at 
your  instance.  ^ 

"  You  s  very  faithfully, 

Henry  Roscoe.^* 


"52,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 

"London,  Sej?t.  Gth,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  John, 

"  I  am  in  town  just  for  one  day,  and  start  for  Harrogate 
to-morrow  morning,  for  a  week.  I  have  been  waiting  to  see 
your  name  in  the  '  Gazette '  as  a  baronet,  but  as  it  does  not 
appear  to-day,  I  can  wait  no  longer,  but  must  write  and  offer 
you  my  very  warmest  coiigTatulations  on  the  honour  that  the 
Queen  has  conferred  upon  you.  I  have  been  long  looking 
forward  to  your  being  made  a  baronet,  and  my  hopes  and 
wishes  are  realized  at  last.  From  my  ten  years'  management 
of  your  affairs,  I  know  something  of  the  pedigree  of  the 
Stepney  family,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  think  that  the  old  title 
is  revived, — may  you  have  maiuj  years  to  enjoy  it.  I  think 
all  the  clerks  in  this  ofiice,  from  the  youngest  to  the  oldest, 
are  gratified  at  the  recognition  your  services  have  at  length 
ubtained,  I  hope  to  pay  you  a  visit  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
month.  With  kindest  regards  to  yourself  and  Lady 
Stepney, 

"  Believe  me, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"F.  B.  Calcott." 
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A  few  graceful  lines  from  Lady  Vaux,  of  Harrowdcn, 
fitly  follow  here:— 

"  EoSEMEAD,  DeLVIN, 

"  Westmeath,  Sept.  2lth. 

^'My  dear  Sir  John, 

"  As  we  have  the  pleasure  of  being  some  of  your  oldest 
friends,  allow  Lord  Vaux  and  myself  to  offer  our  most  sincere 
congratulations  to  you  and  Lady  Stepney  upon  the  honour 
lately  conferred  upon  you. 

"  I  hope  Lady  Stepney  is  feeling  stronger,  and  able  to 
enjoy  this  fine  autumn. 

"  With  our  united  kind  regards, 
Believe  me. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

C.  Vaux,  of  Harrowden.'^ 

Sir  John  James  Hamilton,  himself  a  baronet,  and  a  re- 
tired officer  of  the  army,  addresses  his  good  wishes  to  Lady 
Stepney,  to  whom  he  mourns,  with  true  Conservative  fervour, 
over  the  Liberal  principles  of  Sir  John  Stepney. 

The  Plas  Llanstephan, 

"  Sept.  m,  1871. 

"  My  dear  Mrs.  Cowell  Stepney, 

It  afforded  Lady  Hamilton  and  me,  I  asure  you,  very 
sincere  pleasure  to  read  in  the  paper  this  morning  that  the 
Queen  was  about  to  confer  a  baronetcy  on  our  good  friend, 
Cowell  Stepney.  He  well  merits  this  mark  of  Her  Majesty's 
favour,  as  well  from  his  social  position  and  unimpeachable 
private  character  and  personal  worth,  as  from  his  political 
zeal,  and  the  good  service  that  he  has  rendered  to  the  party 
to  which  he  is  attached;  and  though  I  cannot  but  feel  that 
tlie  path  trodden  by  my  respected  friend  is  that  which  leads 
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to  national  degradation,  yet  I  do,  no  less,  truly  feel  that  he 
conscientiously  entertains,  and  manfully  supports,  a  contrary 
opinion.  The  Dynevors  and  Malcolms  come  to  us  to-day 
for  two  nights,  and  the  Bishop  of  St.  David^s  honours  us 
with  his  company  at  dinner.  I  shall  not  fail  to  propose  the 
health  of  my  brother  baronet  and  lady  in  a  neat  and  ap- 
propriate speech. 

"  I  wish  that  you  were  able  to  gratify  Lady  Hamilton  and 
me  by  a  visit  to  the  Plas,  but  I  know  how  hopeless  it  would 
be  to  endeavour  to  persuade  you  to  do  so. 

With  our  united  very  kind  regards  to  you  both,  believe, 
me,  dear  Mrs.  Cowell  Stepney, 

Very  truly  yours, 

"James  John  Hamilton." 

A  fit  pendent  to  Sir  Jameses  greeting  will  bo  the  spon- 
taneous burst  of  cordiality  from  the  Conservative  member 
of  Parliament  fur  Leeds. 

Leeds, 

"  Sept.  6th,  187L 

"  My  dear  Colonel, 

Very  few  of  your  friends,  let  me  asure  you,  rejoice 
more  thoroughly,  or  more  heartily,  on  a  piece  of  news  I  see 
going  the  round  of  the  papers  this  last  day  or  two,  to  the 
intent  that  you  have  been  offered  a  baronetcy,  than  do  I ; 
indeed  I  am  very  certain  you  will  believe  me  when  you 
see  the  signature  at  the  foot  of  this  letter.  I  hope  you  may, 
as  some  of  our  Irish  friends  would  say  of  you,  'jist  live  for 
iver,  wid  the  blissing  of  Providence  to  injoy  your  new 
honour.' 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

"AVm.  St.  J.  Wheelhouse.'* 
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The  Liberal  member  for  Windsor  is  no  less  cordial  than 
the  honourable  occupant  of  a  seat  on  the  opposition 
benches. 

*'  Smeeth,  Ashfoed,  Kent. 

"  Tuesday. 

"  My  dear  Colonel, 

"  In  this  day^s  ^  Morning  Post*  I  read  with  pleasure 
an  announcement  that  has  given  both  Mrs.  Eykyn  and 
myself  infinite  satisfaction  ;  and  if  it  is  not,  as  I  feel  sure, 
a  mere  newspaper  report,  but  an  absolute  fact,  you  have 
our  united  and  lieartiest  of  congratidations,  and  I  am  glad  a 
ministerial  act  has  been  performed  which  does  honour  to 
our  party,  and  has  added  a  wortliy  and  gallant  member  to  the 
order  to  which  your  name  is  now  restored,  intake  our  best 
remembrances  to  Lady  Stepney,  as  I  hope  I  am  correct  for 
the  future  as  now  in  addressing  her,  and  trust  you  may  live 
long  to  enjoy  all  the  happiness  your  new  dignity  can 
confer. 

"  Ever  yours  sincerely, 

"  Roger  Eykyn.'^ 

The  chorus  of  congratulation  goes  on  through  many 
pages  of  letter  paper,  from  which  a  few  extracts  are  given. 
The  Mayor  of  Carmarthen  leads  the  way,  and  is  followed 
by  Colonel  Lewis — a  Crimean  hero,  Mr ^.  Dudley  Hill,  ]\Ir. 
L.  Hamilton,  Mrs.  Manners,  Mr.  Bernard  Cracroft,  Major 
the  Honourable  G.  A.  Browne,  and  Miss  Johnes. 

*'  GiiEEN  Hill,  Caemaethen, 

*'  Scptemlcr  8,  1871. 

"  My  dear  Sir  John, 

^'  I  beg  to  congratulate  you  on  the  distinguished 
honour  the  Queen  has  conferred  on  you,  and  hope  you 
and  Lady  Stepney  may  long  live  to  enjoy  it. 
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All  your  friends  here  to  wliom  I  named  the  Queen's 
intention,  expressed  tlicmselves  liiglily  gratified  that  your 
long  services  in  the  field,  and  your  more  recent  warm 
and  consistent  support  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in  St. 
Stephen^s,  have  met  with  such  an  honourable  recognition. 
"  Believe  me, 

"  Dear  Sir  John, 
I  "  Yours  very  truly, 

"  Henry  Norton." 

"  Llanlear,  Talsaiin, 

South  Wales. 

"  September  llih,  1871. 

"My  dear  Sir  John  Stepney, 

"Although  I  have  not  seen  your  name  in  the  ^  Gazette,' 
I  presume  it  has  Leon,  as  I  see  so  many  demi-official  notices 
of  it ;  and  as  I  sliould  be  sorry  to  be  late  in  my  congratula- 
tion, I  will  rather  run  the  risk  of  being  premature  than 
dilatory.  Accept,  then,  my  best  wishes  on  your  having 
been  honoured  with  a  baronetcy ;  and  though  you  can 
boast  of  t{iking  an  active  part  in  Wellington's  glorious 
career,  and  which  tells  its  tale  of  age,  I  yet  hope  you  may 
enjoy  your  title  many  years  to  come.  I  see  by  the  papers 
you  had  a  groat  success  at  Llanelly  with  your  concert,  and 
Brindley  Uicliards  mentioned  to  me  that  he  was  much 
pleased  with  the  ynunn'iKj  performance.  I  hope  we  may 
have  soon  fine  weather  to  conclude  our  harvest. 

"  Believe  me  to  be, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  William  Lewis." 
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"  7,  EoYAL  Cbescent, 
"  Weymouth, 
"  September  I7th,  1871. 

My  dear  Sir  John, 

"AltUougli  I  know  Mrs.  Hill  wrote  to  Lady  Stepney 
ilirectly  wo  saw  the  announconicnt  of  the  honours  about  to 
be  conferred  on  yon,  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of 
writing  you  a  line,  now  that  they  liave  appeared  in  the 
'  Gazette/  to  offer  you  our  warmest  congratuhitions  on  the 
event. 

I  assure  you  you  can  have  few  friends  to  whom  the 
announcement  gave  more  sincere  pleasure  than  it  did  to  us. 
May  you  long  be  spared  to  enjoy  your  honours. 

We  return  home  about  the  beginning  of  next  month, 
and  intend  spending  a  few  days  at  Clifton  before  we  return. 
I  suppose  you  will  have  left  Llanelly  before  that  time. 

"  W^e  like  this  place,  and  have  been  fortunate  in  the 
weather  since  we  have  been  here. 

As  I  doubt  not  you  are  overwhelmed  with  congratula- 
tions, I  will  not  intrude  longer  on  your  time,  but  with  our 
kindest  regards  to  Lady  Stepney, 

^'  Believe  me, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  Dudley  Hill." 

"  Interltver,  Kilmabten, 
"  Abgyleshike, 
"  Wednesday,  Sej)femher  Qlh,  1871. 

"  Dearest  I^Iilady, 

"  I  have  this  instant  returned  from  Kilmore,  and 
seeing  a  letter  lying  on  the  table,  directed  '  Sir  J.  C.  S., 
M.P.,'  inquired  the  meaning,  and  at  last  am  told  that  you 
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and  fils  have  monte  en  grade  a  week  since.  My  ignorance 
is  a  siu  on  Arthur^s  slioulders,  but  you  know  how  close 
he  is.  Give  my  love  to  Sir  John  and  my  most  hearty 
congratulations. 

"  The  post  is  just  starting,  but  I  would  not  let  it  go 
without  sending  this  line,  as  you  must  already  have  thought 
me  a  brute  ! 

"I  hope  the  grouse  arrived  in  an  edible  state.  A —  is 
still  here ;  his  heel  still  bad.  I  fear  it  is  very  dull  for 
him, — very ;  but  my  only  consolation  is,  that  a  miserable 
lodging  at  Oban,  where  he  talked  of  going  for  sea-bathing, 
would  have  been  worse,  if  he  were  unable  to  get  out.  His 
visit  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  ;  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power 
to  make  it  livelier. 

Yours  ever  affectionately, 

L.  Hamilton. 

"  P.S.— ll/s  best  congratulations  to  both.'' 

*'  S,  Ilr.xRiETTA  Street, 

"  Cavendisu  SqCATvE, 
"  Scptcmhcr  Ht/i,  1S71. 

''My  dear  SiK  John, 

''  I  have  only  just  heard  of  the  honour  Her  Majesty  has 
conferred  upon  you  and  yours,  and  I  hasten  to  offer  my 
sincere  congratulations.  You  will  know  how  hejirtfolt  they 
are,  and  the  pleasure  this  event  gives  us.  It  seems  so 
natural  to  see  the  baronetcy  revived  in  tlio  Stepney  family. 
No  one  is  more  deserving,  more  worthy,  or  Ijetter  qualified 
to  represent  once  more  the  honours  of  this  noble  house  than 
yourself,  and  long  may  you  live  to  do  so. 

I  was  delighted  to  hear  from  your  dear  wife  that  you 
were  enjoying  the  fresh  air  and  repose  (»r  the  couniry,  for 
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you  must  have  needed  it  after  the  long,  fatiguing  session. 
I  hope  it  is  also  doing  her  good.  Give  her  my  affectionate 
love ;  and  with  kindest  regards  from  us  all, 

Believe  me, 

^'  Yonrs  most  sincerely, 

"  Louisa  Manners/^ 

Septemler  Uth,  im. 

"  j\rY  DEAR  (Colo)  Sir  John, 

You  see  the  old  and  familiar  appellation  is  deeply 
engrained  !  But  perhaps  you  will  excuse  the  familiarity  of 
the  pen,  and  accept  it  as  an  earnest  of  old  attachment.  I 
am  most  truly  delighted  to  hear  of  your  retm'u  unto  the  old 
and  prescriptive  right  and  title  of  your  long  line  of  descent. 
1  should  have  written  before,  but  we  only  came  back  late 
on  Saturday  night.  Last  night,  having  caught  a  cold,  I 
went  to  bed  early,  and  took  all  the  papers  to  bed,  and  there 
sure  enough,  or  rather  to  my  most  agreeable  surprise,  I 
found  the  news,  and  read  it  out  to  my  wife.  Pray  accept 
and  offer  to  Lady  Stepney  our  united  and  most  warm  con- 
gratulations. It  is  not  often  a  Government  is  able  to  do 
tardy  justice  so  happily,  and  with  such  excellent  reason. 
I  thought  the  leading  article  in  the  ^  S.W.  Press^  extremely 
good,  because  it  seems  so  exactly  true  and  to  the  point,  and 
withal  in  perfect  taste.  If  at  any  time  I  should  inadvert- 
ently use  the  old  name  and  appellation,  I  hope  you  will 
forgive  me. 

*^We  have  been  staying  at  Spa,  and  drinking  hard; — 
the  first  holiday  I  have  had  for  a  long  time ;  so  that  I  have 
no  time  to  lose. 

With  our  renewed  and  most  sincere  congratulations, 
and  every  kind  wish  for  yourself  and  Lady  Stepney,  believe 
me,  "  Yours  ever  truly, 

^'Bernard  Cracroft.^' 
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"  28,  Lowndes  Square,  S.W. 

September  25tIi,\H7l. 

"  My  dear  Lady  Stepney, 

"  Had  I  known  your  address  sooner,  I  sliould  have 
written  to  cong-ratulate  you  and  your  good  husband  on  pro- 
motion. I  have  only  been  a  few  days  in  town,  and  now 
learn  your  address  ;  and  believe  me,  I  olier  my  best  con- 
gratulations most  sincerely. 

"  We  have  been  at  Brighton  for  some  weeks  for  the 
benefit  of  Mrs.  Browne^s  health,  and  are  both  the  better  for 
the  bracing  air  of  that  place. 

"  I  fear  there  is  no  chance  of  seeing  you  up  here  for 
some  time  to  come.  I  trust  that  you  are  both  as  well  as  I 
wish  you.    With  kindest  regards. 

Believe  me, 

"  Yours  most  sincerely, 
G.  A.  Browne.^'' 

"Jesus  College,  Oxford, 

"  Ociubar  di/i,  1871. 

"  My  dear  Lady  Stei'ney, 

"  I  have  been  so  much  occupied  that  a  lung  time  has 
passed  without  my  sending  the  congratulations,  which  wo 
felt  from  tlie  first,  on  the  revival  of  the  old  baronetcy  of 
Stepney.  Believe  me  that,  although  they  come  late,  they 
arc  not  the  less  sincere ;  and  that  among  your  numy 
friends,  none  wish  more  than  ourselves  that  you  and  Sir 
John  may  have  years  of  prosperity  and  happiness  in  which 
to  represent  and  grace  the  old  Welsh  title. 

"  AVe  have  found  many  things  and  people  to  interest  us 
here,  but  the  scientific  lion  of  Oxford  is  the  Ceteosaurus, 
recently  discovered  some  eight  miles  away.    Perhaps  you 
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know  his  history.  All  creatures  which  were  thought  large 
before  lie  came  to  light,  veil  their  diminished  heads  before 
him.  lie  is  a  lizard,  at  the  smallest  computation,  GO  feet 
lung  and  10  broad.  His  step  measured  12  yards;  but  hap- 
pily, if  human  beings  existed  in  that  tropical  time,  he  was 
a  slow  walker  and  a  vegetarian  ! 

"  The  late  autumn  days  are  fast  setting  in  with  their 
morning  frosts  and  midday  freshness,  but  Oxford  is  still 
made  beautiful  by  the  Virginian  vine  and  the  tints  of  trees. 
AVe  ho])e  you  may  escape  suffering  from  the  coming  cold. 

"  AVith  very  kind  remembrance  from  us  to  you,  dear 
Lady  Ste})ney  and  Sir  John, 

Ever  believe  me, 

"  Your  affectionate, 

'^B.  JOHNES.^^ 

"Ma  ciiiiiRE  Lady  Stepney, 

"  II  m'est  bien  agreablo  do  vous  feliciter  de  ce  titre  qui 
vous  sied  si  bien,  et  de  vous  exprimer  tout  le  plaisir  que 
cela  m'a  fait,  ainsi  qu^a  nous  tons,  de  voir  que  le  Gouverne- 
ment  sait  apprecicr  les  services  de  votre  cher  Mari  et  la 
Heine  honorer  sa  loyaute;  il  lui  etait  du  sous  tons  les 
rapports  d^utre  place  dans  cette  position  comme  chef  et 
representant  de  la  famille  des  Stepney,  aussi  je  n'ai  pu 
resistor  a  lui  on  exprimer  ma  joie  en  le  felicitant  immediate- 
ment.  Laissez-moi  vous  feliciter  a  votre  tour,  et  tout  en  le 
faisant  je  sens  que  votre  plus  grande  satisfaction  dans  tout 
cela,  est  le  plaisir  quo  cela  pent  faire  a  votre  cher  Mari ; 
puissiez-vous  jouir  tons  les  deux  pendant  de  longues  annees 
de  vos  honneurs  si  bien  merites  et  ])laccs. 

Merci  de  votre  bonne  lettre  et  de  tout  ce  que  vous  m'y 
dites  d^iimable.    J'ai  ecrit  de  suite  j\  ma  soour  qui  se  sera 


Notices  of  the  Stepney  Family, 


23 


occnpec  de  la  tombe  en  recevant  ma  lettre,  elle  et  Helena 
sont  encore  a  Paris  et  vont  bien.  Je  crains  bien  qu'on  no 
soit  pas  encore  h.  la  fin  do  toutcs  los  miseres  et  qu'on  aura 
encore  ^  passer  par  une  phase  critique  avant  que  tout  ne 
rentre  daus  I'ordre ;  on  linira  par  tuer  ce  pauvre  vieux 
Thiers  il  force  do  Fcnnuyer,  je  douto  (pi'il  nit  I'cnergic  et 
le  talent  necessaires  pour  calmer  I'orage.  J^ai  re9u  une 
charmante  lettre  de  votre  socur  il  y  a  pen  de  jours  pour  me 
doniander  de  mes  nouvelles,  elle  se  dit  bien  mieux  de  sante 
a  cette  lieure.  J^espere  que  le  temps  vous  favorise  et  que 
CCS  g-ros  oi'ages  dont  on  parle  ne  sont  pas  alles  fondre  sur 
vous.  Adieu,  chore  amie  !  Chargez-vous  de  nos  amities 
pour  Sir  John.  Sara  vous  dit  les  choses  les  plus  aimables 
et  je  vous  cmbrasse  tendrement. 

"  Louisa  Manners. 

*'  8,  Hknbietta  Stkeet, 
"  Ce  'J  Urc  Ib/l." 

"  St.  See  van,  neak  St.  Malo, 

"  EiaxTAKV,  September  2uM,  1871. 

^^Dear  Sir  John, 

^'  1  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  saluting  you  as  the 
*  Gazette^  directs,  and  of  congratulating  you  on  the  restora- 
tion of  the  baronetcy  to  the  family  in  your  person.  That 
celebrated  history  you  wot  of  only  wanted  this  completiug 
page  to  make  it  perfect,  if  a  modest  editor  may  say  so.  I 
hoi)e  you  are  enjoying  your  well-earned  holiday  in  good 
health.  j\ly  month's  vacation  is  at  an  end,  and  I  must 
return  to  St.  James's  S(piare  without  delay. 

'^AVith  my  best  respects  to  Lady  Stepney  and  yourself, 
"  Believe  me. 

Dear  Sir  John, 

Faithfully  yours, 

"  Robert  Harrison." 
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The  courteous  and  friendly  readers  of  tliis  little  volume 
will  assuredly  not  gainsay  the  verdict  so  pleasantly  and 
unanimously  pronounced  in  the  preceding*  letters.  A  life 
of  honourable  exertion  commenced  in  the  Coldstream 
Guards  in  1809,  and  maintained  in  various  departments  of 
public  activity, — in  tented  field  and  council  hall, — for  more 
than  sixt}^  years,  is  not  unworthily  crowned  by  the  bestowal 
of  an  honour  which  revives  the  name  and  style  of  the 
Stepney  family  in  its  best  days.  The  descendant  of  the 
Yaughans,  the  Lloyds,  the  Stepneys,  and  the  Ruthvens, 
may  well  take  his  place  among  the  brotherhood  of  baronets, 
not  only  as  one  of  ancient  lineage  and  unsullied  name,  but 
as  a  man  who  has  attained  his  rightful  position  by  energy 
of  character,  by  strict  fulfdment  of  his  duties,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  all  the  qualities  which  are  needed  to  con- 
stitute that  noblest  attribute  of  civilized  man, — honourable 
conduct. 

Note  to  puge  42. — It  slioukl  bo  lueiilioned  to  the  honour  of  Sir  John 
Stcpiuy  the  cij^hth  Baronet,  himself  a  Cliarchiimn,  thut  he  was  a  firm  sup- 
porter of  tlio  Wealeyuns  who  abounded  in  his  nuiglibourhood  and  among  his 
tenantry,  and  that  he  coiitributed  hirgely  to  a  fund  for  erecting  places  of 
^vorshi])  for  tlieir  use. 
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For  the  sake  of  the  curious  in  matters  of  this  kind,  an 
exact  copy  of  the  Letters  Patent  by  which  the  Queen  con- 
ferred the  dignity  of  a  Baronet  on  Sir  John  Stepney  is 
here  annexed. 

Victoria^  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
To  all  to  whom  these  Presents .  shall  come,  Greeting. 
"Whereas  our  late  Royal  Progenitor  King  James  the  First 
ordained,  erected,  constituted,  and  created  a  certain  State, 
Degree  and  Dignity,  Name  and  Title  of  a  Baronet  within 
his  then  Kingdom  of  England,  to  endure  for  ever,  And 
that  the  said  State,  Title,  Dignity,  and  Degree  of  a  Baronet 
should  be,  and  be  reputed  to  be,  a  middle  State,  Title, 
Dignity,  and  Degree  of  Hereditary  Dignity  between  the 
Degree  of  a  Baron  and  the  Degree  of  a  Knight :  Now 
Know  ye,  that  We  of  our  especial  Grace,  certain  Know- 
ledge, and  mere  IMotion,  have  erected,  appointed,  and 
created  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Stepney  Cowell- 
Stepncy,  of  Ll;inelly,  in  Our  County  of  Carmarthen,  Esquire 
(a  ]\Ian  eminent  for  Family,  Inheritance,  Estate,  and  In- 
tegrity of  Manners,)  to  and  into  the  Dignity,  State,  and 
Degree  of  a  Baronet,  and  him  the  said  John  Stepney 
Cowell-Stepney  for  Us  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  We  do 
erect,  appoint,  constitute,  and  create  a  Baronet  by  these 
IVesents,  To  hold  to  him  and  the  Heirs  Male  of  his  Body 
la\vl"ul]y  begotten,  and  to  be  begotten  for  ever.  We  AVill 
also  and  by  these  Presents,  of  our  especial  Grace,  certain 
Knowledge,  and  mere  Motion,  for  Us  our  Heirs  and  Suc- 
cessors, do  grant  unto  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell- 
Stepney  and  t^D  his  Heirs  Male  aforesaid,  that  he  the  said 
John  Stepney  Cowell-Stepney  and  his  said  Heirs  Male, 
may  have,  enjoy,  hold,  and  take  Place  and  Precedence  by 
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virtue  of  the  Dignity  of  a  Baronet  aforesaid,  and  by  force  of 
these  Presents,  as  well  in  all  CoDimissions,  Writs,  Letters 
Patent,  Wri1:ings,  Appellations,  Nominations,  and  Direc- 
tions, as  in  all  Sessions,  Meetings,  Assemblies,  and  Places 
whatsoever,  next  and  immediately  after  the  younger  Sons 
of  Viscounts  and  Parous  of  this  our  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  before  all  Knights  as  well 
of  the  Bath  as  Knights  Bachelors,  and  also  before  all 
Knights  Banneret  now  created  or  hereafter  to  be  created ; 
{except  those  Knights  Banneret  which  shall  happen  to  be 
created  under  the  Royal  Bauucrs  of  Us  our  Heirs  or  Suc- 
cessors displayed  in  our  Royal  Army  in  open  War,  and  the 
Queen  herself  being  personally  present,  and  also  those 
Knights  Banneret  which  shall  happen  to  be  created  under 
the  Royal  Banners  of  Us  our  Heirs  or  Successors  displayed 
in  our  Royal  Army  by  the  First-born  Son  of  Us  our  Heirs 
or  Successors  for  the  time  being,  being  Prince  of  Wales, 
there  personally  present  in  open  War,  and  not  otherwise, 
for  the  Term  of  their  Lives  only,  and  no  longer,  respec- 
tively ;  and  also  except  all  Knights  of  the  Noble  Order  of 
the  Garter,  and  all  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors,  The  Chancellor  and  Under-Treasurer  of 
our  Exchequer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen^s  Bench,  The  Master  of  the 
Rolls  in  Chancery,  The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
The  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  The  Yice-Chancellors, 
and  all  and  singular  Judges  and  Justices  of  either  Bench, 
and  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  Degree  of  the  Coif 
for  the  Time  being,  who  all  and  singular  by  reason  of  their 
honourable  Order  and  labour  sustained  in  affairs  concerning 
the  State  and  the  xVdministration  of  Justice,  shall  have, 
take,  and  hold  Place  and  l^reccdence  in  all  places  and  upon 
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all  accounts  before  all  Baronets  now  created  or  hereafter  to 
be  created,  any  Custom,  Usage,  Ordinance,  or  any  otlior 
]\[atter  to  tbe  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding :)  And 
that  the  Wives  of  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell- Stepney 
and  of  his  Heirs  Male  aforesaid,  successively  and  respec- 
tively by  virtue  of  the  said  Dignity  of  tlicir  said  Husbands, 
shall  have,  hold,  enjoy,  and  take  Place  and  Precedence  as 
well  during  the  lives  of  such  their  Husbands  as  after  the 
deaths  of  the  same  Husbands,  for  and  during  the  natural 
lives  of  such  Wives,  next  and  immediately  after  the  Wives 
of  the  younger  Sons  of  Viscounts  and  Barons,  and  the 
Daughters  of  Viscounts  and  Barons,  and  before  the  Wives 
of  all  Persons  before  whom  the  Husbands  of  such  Wives, 
by  force  of  these  Presents,  ought  to  have  Place  and  Pre- 
cedence. And  in  regard  that  the  said  Degree  of  a  Baronet 
is  a  Degree  of  Hereditary  Dignity,  the  first-born  Son  or 
Heir  Male  apparent,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Sons,  and  their 
Wives,  and  tlie  Daughters  of  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell- 
Stepney  and  of  his  said  Heirs  Male  respectively,  shall  have 
and  take  Place  and  1  Precedence  before  the  first-born  Sons 
and  other  Sons,  and  their  Wives,  and  the  Daughters  of  all 
Knights  of  whatsoever  Degree  or  Order  respectively ;  and 
also  before  the  first-born  Sons  and  other  Sons,  and  their 
"Wives,  and  the  Daughters  of  all  Persons  respectively  before 
whom  the  Fathers  of  such  first-born  Sons  and  other  Sons 
and  Daughters,  by  force  of  these  Presents,  ought  to  have 
Place  and  Precedence;  so  that  such  first-born  Sons  or 
Heirs  Male  apparent,  and  their  Wives,  as  well  dm-ing  the 
lives  as  after  tlie  deaths  of  their  said  Husbands,  for  and 
during  their  natural  lives,  and  such  Daughters  (those 
Daughters  following  inmiediately  and  next  after  the  AVives 
of  the  first-born  Sons  of  such  Baronets)  shall  have  and  take 
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Place  and  Precedence  before  the  first-born  Sons  and  the 
AVives  of  tlie  first-born  Sons  of  every  Knight  of  what 
Degree  or  Order  soever;  and  that  tlie  yonnger  Sons  of  the 
said  John  Stepney  Cowell-Stepney  and  of  his  said  Heirs 
Male^  and  their  Wives,  successively  and  respectively,  as 
well  during  the  lives  as  after  the  deaths  of  their  said 
Husbands,  for  and  during  their  natural  lives,  shall  in  like 
manner  have  and  take  Place  and  Precedence  next  and  im- 
mediately after  the  first-born  Sons  and  the  Wives  of  the 
first-born  Sons,  and  before  the  younger  Sons  and  the  ^Vives 
of  the  younger  Sons  whatsoever  of  Knights  aforesaid.  We 
Will  also,  and  do  by  these  Presents  for  Us  our  Heirs  and 
Successors  grant,  that  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell- 
StepneyJ  and  his  Heirs  ]\Iale  aforesaid,  shall  be  named, 
appealed,  called,  plead,  and  be  impleaded  ])y  the  name  of 
Baronet,  and  that  the  Style  and  addition  of  Baronet  shall 
be  put  at  the  end  of  the  Name  of  the  said  John  Stepney 
Cowell-Stepney,  and  of  his  said  Heirs  Male,  in  all  our 
Letters  Patent,  Commissions,  and  Writs,  and  all  other 
Charters,  Deeds,  and  Letters,  b}^  virtue  of  these  Presents, 
as  the  ti'ue,  lawful,  and  necessary  addition  of  Dignity.  We 
Will  also,  and  by  these  Presents  for  Us  our  Heii's  and  Suc- 
cessors do  ordain,  that  before  the  Name  of  the  said  John 
Stepney  Cowell-Stepney,  and  of  his  Heirs  Male  aforesaid, 
successively,  in  English  Speech  and  in  all  English  "Writings, 
shall  be  used  and  set  this  Addition,  (to  wit,)  Sir ;  and  tliat 
in  like  manner  the  Wives  of  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell- 
Stepney,  and  of  his  said  Heirs  Male,  shall  use,  have,  and 
enjoy  this  Appellation,  (to  wit,)  Lady,  Madam,  and  Bame, 
respectively,  according  to  the  manner  of  speaking.  And 
moreover,  of  our  more  abundant  Grace,  and  of  our  certain 
Knowledge  and  mere  Motion,  we  have  granted,  and  by 
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these  Presents  for  Us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  do  grant, 
unto  tlio  said  John  Stepney  Cowell-Stepney,  and  to  his 
Heirs  Male  aforesaid,  that  they  and  their  Descendants  shall 
and  may  bcar_,  either  in  a  Canton  in  their  Coat  of  Arms,  or 
in  an  Escutcheon  at  their  pleasure,  the  Arms  of  Ulster,  to 
wit,  a  Hand  Gules,  or  a  Bloody  Hand,  in  a  Field  Argent. 
And  that  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell-Stepney,  and  his 
Heirs  Male  aforesaid,  successively  and  respectively  shall 
and  may  have  place  in  the  Armies  of  Us  our  Heirs  and 
Successors,  in  the  Troop  nigh  to  the  Banner  of  Us  our 
Heirs  and  Successors,  in  defence  of  tlio  same  (which  is  tho 
middle  station  between  a  Baron  and  a  Knight).  And 
further,  We  do  hereby  grant  that  the  said  John  Stepney 
Cowell-Stepney,  and  his  Heirs  Male  aforesaid,  shall  have 
Two  Assistants  of  the  Body  to  support  the  Pall,  One  Prin- 
cipal Mourner,  and  Four  Assistants  to  tlie  same  Principal 
^Fourncr,  in  their  Funerals.  To  have,  hold,  use,  and  enjoy 
the  same  State,  Degree,  Dignity,  Style,  Title,  Place,  and 
l*recedence,  with  all  and  singular  the  Privileges  and  other 
the  Premises  before  granted  to  the  said  John  Stepney 
Cowell-Stepney,  and  his  said  Heirs  T^Iale  of  his  Body  law- 
fully begotten  for  ever  :  Willing,  and  by  these  Presents  for 
Us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  granting,  that  he  the  said 
John  Stepney  Cowell-Stepney  and  his  said  Heirs  Male,  and 
every  of  them,  successively  shall  and  may  bear  and  have 
the  said  Name,  State,  Degree,  Stile,  Dignity,  Title,  Place, 
and  IVccedence,  with  all  and  singular  the  Privileges  and 
other  the  Premises;  and  that  the  said  John  Stepney 
Cowell-Stepney  and  his  said  Heirs  i\Iale,  and  every  of  them 
successively  shall  1)0  held  Baronets  in  all  things,  and  shall 
be  treated  and  reputed  as  Baronets.  And  further  of  our 
more  especial  (J race,  certain  Knowledge,  and  mere  Motion, 
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We  have  granted,  and  do  by  these  Presents  for  Us  our 
Heirs  and  Successors  grant,  to  the  said  John  Stepney 
Cowell-Stepncy  and  his  said  Heirs  Male,  that  they  and 
their  said  Heirs  Male  respectively  shall  for  ever  hereafter 
have,  hold,  and  enjoy  their  Place  and  Precedence  among  all 
Baronets  of  England,  Scotland,  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  hereto- 
fore created  and  hereafter  to  be  created,  according  to  the 
priority  and  seniority  of  his  Creation  of  a  Baronet  aforesaid, 
and  not  otherwise,  nor  in  other  manner.  And  moreover,  of 
our  more  abundant  Grace  and  of  our  certain  Knowledge 
and  mere  Motion,  We  have  granted,  and  do  by  these  Pre- 
sents for  Us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  grant,  unto  the  said 
John  Stepney  Cowell-Stepncy  and  his  said  Heirs  Male,  that 
neither  We  nor  our  Heirs  or  Successors  will  hereafter  erect, 
ordain,  constitute,  or  create  within  this  our  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  any  other  Degree,  Order, 
Name,  Title,  Stile,  Dignity,  or  State,  nor  give  or  grant 
Place,  Precedence,  or  Pre-eminence  to  any  Person  under  or 
below  the  Degree,  Dignity,  or  State  of  a  Baron  of  Parlia- 
ment of  this  our. United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  who  shall  be  or  may  be,  or  accounted,  used,  or 
reputed  to  be,  superior  or  equal  to  the  Degree,  Dignity,  or 
Place  of  a  Baronet  aforesaid;  nor  shall  any  Person  under 
the  Degree  of  a  Baron  (except  before  excepted)  by  reason 
or  colour  of  any  Constitution,  Order,  Dignity,  Degree, 
Office,  Service,  Place,  Business,  Custom,  Use,  or  other 
thing  whatsoever,  now  or  hereafter  have,  hold,  or  enjoy 
Place,  Precedence,  or  Pre-eminence  before  a  Baronet  afore- 
said, but  that  as  well  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell- 
Stepney  and  his  said  Heirs  Male,  as  the  Wives,  Sons, 
Daughters,  and  the  Wives  of  the  Sons  of  the  said  John 
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Stepney  Cowell-Stepney  and  of  his  said  Heirs  Male  rospco- 
tively,  from  henceforth  for  ever  shall  freely  and  Cjuiotly 
have,  hold,  and  enjoy  their  said  Dignity,  T*lace,  Precedence, 
and  Privilege  before  all  Persons  (except  before  excepted) 
wlio  sluiU  hereafter  be  created  of   such  Degree,  State, 
Dignity,  Order,  name.  Stile,  or  Title,  or  to  whom  the  Title, 
Place,  Precedence,  or  Pre-eminence  as  aforesaid  shall  bo 
given  or  granted,  or  who  shall  claim  to  have,  hold,  or  enjoy 
any  Place  or  Precedence  by  reason  or  colour  of  any  constitu- 
tion. Order,  Dignity,  Degree,  Office,  Service,  Place,  Busi- 
ness, Custom,  Use,  or  any  other  thing  whatsoever,  and 
before  their  Wives  and  Cliildrcn  respectively,  according  to 
the  true  Intent  of  these  Presents,  without  the  hindrance  of 
Us  our  Heirs  or  Successors,  or  any  other  Persons  whatso- 
ever; Saving,  nevertheless,  and  ahvaj^s  reserving  to  Us  our 
Heirs  and  Successors,  full  and  absolute  Power  and  Autho- 
rity to  continue  and  restore  to  any  Person  or  Persons  from 
time  to  time  such  Place  and  Prccecjence  as  at  any  time 
hcrejiftcr  shall  bo  due  to  them,  which  by  any  accident  or 
occasion  whatsoever  shall  hereafter  be  changed;  anything 
in  these  Presents  or  any  other  cause  or  respect  whatsoever 
to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding'.    AVe  Will  more- 
over, and  do  by  these  Presents  fur  Us  our  Heirs  and  Suc- 
cessors grant  and  appoint  that  if  any  Doubts  or  questions 
as  to  any  Place,  Precedence,  Privilege,  or  other  thing 
touching  or  concerning  the  said  John   Stepney  Cowell- 
Stepney  and  his  said  Heirs  Male,  and  their  AVives,  the  first- 
born Suns  and  their  Wives,  the  younger  Sons,  Daughters, 
and  Wives  of  the  younger  Sons,  or  any  of  them,  shall  here- 
after arise,  which  neither  by  these  our  Letters  Patent,  nor 
l)y  other  Letters  Patent  heretofore  made  in  this  behalf,  are 
determined,  such  Doubts  or  questions  shall  be  determined 


32 


Notices  of  the  Stepney  Family. 


and  adjudged  by  and  according  to  such  other  Eules,  Cus- 
toms, and  Laws,  as  to  Place,  Precedence,  or  other  things 
concerning  them,  as  other  Degrees  of  Hereditary  Dignity 
are  ordered,  governed,  and  adjudged.  Lastly,  We  Will, 
and  do  by  these  Presents  for  Us  our  Heirs  and  Successors 
grant  to  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell- Stepney  and  his  said 
Heirs  Male,  that  these  our  Letters  Patent  or  the  Inrohnent 
thereof  shall  be  in  and  by  all  things  good,  firm,  valid,  suffi- 
cient, and  effectual  in  the  Law  as  well  against  Us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors,  as  against  all  others  whomsoever,  according 
to  the  true  intent  of  the  same,  as  well  in  all  our  Courts  as  else- 
where wheresoever.  We  Will  also,  and  by  these  Presents 
grant  to  the  said  John  Stepney  Cowell- Stepney  that  he  may 
and  shall  have  these  our  Letters  Patent  duly  made  and 
sealed  under  our  Great  Seal  of  our  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  without  Fine  or  Fee,  great  or 
small,  to  be  for  the  same  in  any  manner  rendered,  done,  or 
paid  to  Us  in  our  Hanaper  or  elsewhere  to  our  use.  In 
Witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to  bo 
made  Patent.  Witness  Ourself  at  Westminster,  the  Twenty- 
second  Day  of  September  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Year  of  our 
Peign. 

^'  By  Warrant  under  the  Queen's  Sign  Manual, 

^^C.  POMILLY.^' 


